THE INVASION OF ISRAEL (EZEK 38 & 39)
INTRODUCTION
I. WHO ARE THE PEOPLES INVOLVED?  (38:1-6)
II. WHERE WILL THIS INVASION HAPPEN?  (38:7-9)
III. WHY WILL THIS INVASION TAKE PLACE?  (38:10-16)
IV.  WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE INVADERS?  (38:17-18)
V. HOW WILL THE INVADING NATIONS BE DISPOSED OF AND DESTROYED?  (38:19-23)
THE INVASION OF ISRAEL (EZEK 38 & 39)
EZEKIEL 38 & 39 DESCRIBES AN INVASION OF ISRAEL FROM THE NORTH AND THE SUBSEQUENT DESTRUCTION OF THE INVADING FORCES ONCE THEY REACH THE AREA OF THE “MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL.”
IT WILL FIRST BE NECESSARY TO LOOK AT THE DETAILS OF THIS INVASION AND THEN DEAL WITH THE CONTROVERSIAL QUESTION AS TO WHEN THIS INVASION WILL TAKE PLACE.

WE ARE GOING TO APPROACH THE PASSAGE BY ASKING A SERIES OF QUESTIONS.  
QUESTION #1 ASKS THE QUESTION WHO ARE THE PEOPLES INVOLVED.

EZEKIEL 38:1-6 ANSWERS THAT QUESTION. 
And the word of the LORD came to me saying,  "Son of man, set your face toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him  and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal.  "I will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding swords;  Persia, Ethiopia and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet;  Gomer with all its troops; Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the north with all its troops — many peoples with you. 

IN VERSES 1-4 ATTENTION IS CENTERED ON GOG, LEADER OF THE LAND OF MAGOG.  HE IS THE PRINCE OF ROSH, MESHECH AND TUBAL.
WHO GOG CAN BE DETERMINED AT THE TIME OF THE INVASION AS GOG IS NOT A PROPER NAME, BUT RATHER A TITLE, SUCH AS PHAROH OR CZAR.
WHOEVER IS RULING THIS ALLIANCE AT THE TIME OF THE INVASION WILL BE EZEKIEL’S GOG.
THE IDENTIFICATION OF MAGOG, ROSH, MESHECH, AND TUBAL IS TO BE DETERMINED FROM THE FACT THAT THESE TRIBES OF THE ANCIENT WORLD OCCUPIED THE AREAS OF MODERN DAY RUSSIA.  
MAGOG, MESHECH, AND TUBAL WERE BETWEEN THE BLACK AND CASPIAN SEAS WHICH TODAY IS SOUTHERN RUSSIA.  

THE TRIBES OF MESHECH AND TUBAL LATER GAVE NAMES TO CITIES THAT BEAR THE NAMES OF MOSCOW AND TOBOLSK, TOBOSLK A MAJOR CITY IN SIBERIA.  ROSH WAS IN WHAT IS NOW NORTHERN RUSSIA AND ITS NAME IS THE BASIS FOR THE NAME RUSSIA.

SO THESE NAMES COVER THE MODERN TERRITORIES OF NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN RUSSIA IN EUROPE AND SIBERIA TO THE EAST IN ASIA.  
BUT RUSSIA IS NOT ALONE IN THE INVASION OF ISRAEL.  SHE IS PART OF AN ALLIANCE AND IS THE LEADER OF THAT ALLIANCE.  

ALSO INVOLVED IN THE ALLIANCE IS PERSIA, MODERN DAY IRAN, ETHIOPIA OR IN SOME VERSIONS CUSH, AND PUT, WHICH SOME SAY IS LIBYA, BUT MORE LIKELY A COMBINATION OF LIBYA AND MODERN DAY SOMALIA.  

THIS  IS FOLLOWED BY GOMER, LOCATED IN PRESENT DAY GERMANY AND THE LAST NAME IS TOGARMAH, WHICH MANY SAY IS TURKEY, SOME SAY ARMENIA, AND POSSIBLY A COMBINATION OF BOTH.  
THE WORDING CLEARLY IMPLIES THAT THIS INVASION IS PRELUDE TO GOD’S JUDGING THEM, . "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal.   "I will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them splendidly attired, a great company.

HOW FAR-FETCHED DOES AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN RUSSIA AND RADICAL ISLAMIC COUNTRIES SOUND?   THE QUESTION ARISES AS TO HOW GERMANY AND TURKEY MIGHT BE INVOLVED, YET SOMEHOW IF THAT IS WHAT THE SCRIPTURE IS SAYING, IT WILL HAPPEN.

QUESTION #2 ASKS THE QUESTION WHERE WILL THIS INVASION HAPPEN?
EZEKIEL 38:7-9 ANSWERS THAT QUESTION. 

Ezek 38:7-9 -  " Be prepared, and prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and be a guard for them.  " After many days you will be summoned; in the latter years you will come into the land that is restored from the sword, whose inhabitants have been gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel which had been a continual waste; but its people were brought out from the nations, and they are living securely, all of them.  "You will go up, you will come like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all your troops, and many peoples with you." 
THIS PASSAGE CONTINUES TO ADDRESS GOG AS LEADER OF THIS ALLIANCE.  IN VERSE 8 THE SPECIFIC PLACE WHERE THE INVASION TAKES PLACE IS STATED TO BE THE LAND OF ISRAEL, MORE SPECIFICALLY IN THE MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL.  
V 9 DESCRIBES THE MASSIVENESS OF THE INVASION, PICTURING IT AS A STORM CLOUD THAT COVERS THE ENTIRE LAND.
V 8 DESCRIBES THE JEWISH STATE AS BEING FIRST A LAND BROUGHT BACK FROM THE SWORD, SECONDLY, A LAND THAT IS GATHERED OUT OF MANY PEOPLES; THIRDLY, A LAND WITH MOUTAINS THAT HAVE BEEN A CONTINUAL WASTE; AND FOURTHLY, A LAND THAT IS BROUGHT OUT OF THE NATIONS.  
ALL THOSE STATEMENTS ARE TRUE OF PRESENT DAY ISRAEL.

FURTHERMORE, ISRAEL IN THIS PASSAGE IS REGATHERED IN UNBELIEF, BECAUSE IT’S ONLY AFTER THE INVASION DO MANY IN ISRAEL TURN TO THE LORD.

QUESTION #3 ASKS THE QUESTION WHY WILL THIS INVASION TAKE PLACE? EZEKIEL 38:10-13 ANSWERS THAT QUESTION. 
'Thus says the Lord GOD: "On that day it shall come to pass that thoughts will arise in your mind, and you will make an evil plan:  You will say, 'I will go up against a land of unwalled villages; I will go to a peaceful people, who dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates' —   to take plunder and to take booty, to stretch out your hand against the waste places that are again inhabited, and against a people gathered from the nations, who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell in the midst of the land. Sheba, Dedan, the merchants of Tarshish, and all their young lions will say to you, 'Have you come to take plunder? Have you gathered your army to take booty, to carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to take great plunder?'"' 
THE KEY REASON FOR THE INVASION IS TO TAKE PLUNDER OR SPOIL.
EXACTLY WHAT ISRAEL HAS THAT RUSSIA WOULD WANT IS NOT SPELLED OUT IN THE TEXT.
WHAT WOULD PROMPT SUCH AN INVASION? THE MOST LIKELY SCENARIO IS NATURAL RESOURCES, PROBABLY OIL.  WHILE THAT DOESN’T MAKE SENSE BASED ON WHAT WE KNOW TODAY, DON’T BE SURPRISED IF ONE DAY SOON ISRAEL ANNOUNCES A MAJOR OIL FIND.
WHATEVER IT IS, RUSSIA DOES IT FOR ITS OWN SELF-INTERESTS.

IN V 13 A SECOND GROUP OF NATIONS IS LISTED AS PROTESTING THIS INVASION.  THE FIRST TWO, SHEBA AND DEDAN ARE COUNTRIES IN NORTHERN ARABIA, SO CLEARLY THERE IS SOME ARAB PROTEST OF THE RUSSIAN INVASION PRIMARILY RUSSIAN PRESENCE IN THE REGION.
THE THIRD COUNTRY, TARSHISH, IS LIKELY AN OFFSHOOT OF SPAIN, WHICH SOME COMMENTATORS TAKE AS NATIONS SPAWNED BY SPAIN INCLUDING SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA.  

THIS PROTEST COMES TO NO AVAIL, THE INVASION TAKES PLACE AND ULTIMATELY THE INVADING ARMY IS DISPOSED OF WITH NO HELP FROM THE PROTESTORS.  

IN EZEKIEL 38:14-16 THE INVASION IS SEEN AS HAVING BEGUN AND FURTHER ANSWERS THE QUESTION AS TO WHY, FROM GOD’S PERSPECTIVE. "Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, 'Thus says the Lord GOD:"On that day when My people Israel dwell safely, will you not know it?   Then you will come from your place out of the far north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great company and a mighty army.  You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 
AS GOD SEEMINGLY BRINGS THE INVASION TO ISRAEL, HE ALSO GIVES THE REASON FOR DOING IT, so that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes." 

WHEN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE INVADING FORCES HAPPENS, GOD WILL BE HALLOWED, GLORIFIED AMONG THE NATIONS.
QUESTION #4 ASKS WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE INVADERS?
VSS 17-18 ANSWER THAT QUESTION.  
“Thus says the Lord GOD: "Are you he of whom I have spoken in former days by My servants the prophets of Israel, who prophesied for years in those days that I would bring you against them?  "And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog comes against the land of Israel," says the Lord GOD, "that My fury will show in My face.

AS TO THE QUESTION OF WHAT, WITH THE RUSSIAN INVASION OF ISRAEL, THEIR CUP OF INIQUITY IS FULL, THEY HAVE TOUCHED THE APPLE OF GOD’S EYE AROUSING HIS ANGER SO THAT HE MOVES OUT IN JUDGMENT TO DESTROY THE INVADING ARMIES.  
THIS IS FOLLOWED BY THE ANSWER TO THE NEXT QUESTION, WHICH IS, 
HOW WILL THE INVADING NATIONS BE DISPOSED OF AND DESTROYED? Ezek 38:19-23 - For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have spoken: 'Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel, so that the fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.'  I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My mountains," says the Lord GOD. "Every man's sword will be against his brother.  And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and bloodshed; I will rain down on him, on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, flooding rain, great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.  Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the LORD."' 

THE WORDING INDICATES EARTHQUAKE, INFIGHTING WITHIN THE INVADING ARMIES, OUTBREAK OF DISEASES, FLOODS, HAILSTORMS, FIRE AND BRIMSTONE.   NOT A PRETTY PICTURE.
EZEKIEL 39 GIVES FURTHER DETAILS TO THE INFORMATION FOUND IN 38.
IN 39:1-5 THERE IS FURTHER DETAIL OF THE INVASION AND ITS SUBSEQUENT DESTRUCTION. 
"And you, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal;  and I will turn you around and lead you on, bringing you up from the far north, and bring you against the mountains of Israel.  Then I will knock the bow out of your left hand, and cause the arrows to fall out of your right hand.  You shall fall upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the peoples who are with you; I will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.  You shall fall on the open field; for I have spoken," says the Lord GOD.

THE NEW INFORMATION ADDED IS FOUND IN VERSE 2 & 4 WHERE THE ARMIES ARE SAID TO FALL SPECIFICALLY ON THE MOUNTAINS OF ISRAEL. 

THEY EXTEND THE LENGTH OF THE CENTER OF THE COUNTRY BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHERN POINT OF THE VALLEY OF JEZREEL IN WHAT IS NOW KNOW AS THE TOWN OF JENIN IN THE GALILEE AND CONTINUE SOUTH UNTIL THEY END AT A POINT NORTH OF BEERSHEVA IN THE NEGEV.
SOME OF THE PLACES THAT WOULD BE CONTAINED IN THIS PART OF ISRAEL WOULD BE SHECHEM, SAMARIA, BETHLEHEM, HEBRON, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY JERUSALEM, WHICH LIKELY WOULD BE THE GOAL OF THE ARMY.

IN EZEKIEL 39:6 ANOTHER DIMENSION IS ADDED TO THE RUSSIAN INVASION "And I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in security in the coastlands. Then they shall know that I am the LORD. 

NOT ONLY IS THE RUSSIAN ARMY AND ITS ALLIANCE DESTROYED IN ISRAEL, BUT THE LAND OF RUSSIA ITSELF IS DEVASTATED BY THE RAINING OF BRIMSTONE CAUSING MUCH DESTRUCTION IN THE NATION ITSELF.  
IT WILL CAUSE RUSSIA TO CEASE FROM BEING A POLITICAL FORCE IN THE WORLD.

EZEKIEL 39:7-8 ADDS THAT NOT ONLY WILL GOD’S NAME BE HALLOWED AMONG THE GENTILES, BUT ALSO AMONG ISRAEL AS WELL.

Ezek 39:7-8 - So I will make My holy name known in the midst of My people Israel, and I will not let them profane My holy name anymore. Then the nations shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.  Surely it is coming, and it shall be done," says the Lord GOD. "This is the day of which I have spoken. 

SO, AS THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL SEE THE SUPERNATURAL INTERVENTION OF GOD IN DESTROYING THE INVADING ARMY, A REVIVAL TAKES PLACE IN ISRAEL CAUSING MANY JEWISH PEOPLE TO COME TO THE LORD. 

THE REST OF THE SECTION PROVIDES THE GRAND FINALE OF THE INVASION.
IN 39:9-10 IT STATES THAT IT WILL TAKE SEVEN YEARS TO DISMANTLE ALL THE MILITARY EQUIPMENT LEFT BEHIND.  
"Then those who dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and set on fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and bucklers, the bows and arrows, the javelins and spears; and they will make fires with them for seven years.  They will not take wood from the field nor cut down any from the forests, because they will make fires with the weapons; and they will plunder those who plundered them, and pillage those who pillaged them," says the Lord GOD. 

FINALLY, Ezek 39:11-16 DESCRIBES THE BURYING OF THE DEAD WHICH WILL TAKE SEVEN MONTHS. 
"It will come to pass in that day that I will give Gog a burial place there in Israel, the valley of those who pass by east of the sea; and it will obstruct travelers, because there they will bury Gog and all his multitude. Therefore they will call it the Valley of Hamon Gog.    For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, in order to cleanse the land.  Indeed all the people of the land will be burying, and they will gain renown for it on the day that I am glorified," says the Lord GOD.  "They will set apart men regularly employed, with the help of a search party, to pass through the land and bury those bodies remaining on the ground, in order to cleanse it. At the end of seven months they will make a search.  The search party will pass through the land; and when anyone sees a man's bone, he shall set up a marker by it, till the buriers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon Gog.  The name of the city will also be Hamonah. Thus they shall cleanse the land."' 

THE SEVEN MONTHS OF BURYING BODIES AND SEVEN YEARS OF BURNING THE MILITARY HARDWARE ARE CRUCIAL IN DETERMINING WHEN THIS INVASION OCCURS.
IN DETERMINING THE ISSUE OF WHEN THIS INVASION OCCURS CERTAIN CLUES ARE FOUND IN THE TEXT.  

IN 38:8, 11,12, AND 14 THE INVASION TAKES PLACE WHEN (1) ISRAEL IS A NATION AGAIN, (2) THE WASTE PLACES OF PAST CENTURIES ARE AGAIN INHABITED, (3) ISRAEL IS DWELLING IN UNWALLED VILLAGES, A GOOD DESCRIPTION OF A MODERN DAY KIBBUTZ, AND (4) ISRAEL IS DWELLING SECURELY.  

WHILE THIS IDEA OF DWELLING SECURELY CAN MEAN IN PEACE, ANOTHER MEANING IS DWELLING CONFIDENTLY, WHICH CERTAINLY DESCRIBES ISRAEL’S CONFIDENCE IN ITS DEFENSE FORCE.  
THIS SEEMS LIKE AN ACCURATE PICTURE OF ISRAEL TODAY.

FURTHERMORE, IF THE INVASION HAPPENS DURING ANY PART OR AFTER THE TRIBULATION THE BURYING AND BURNING WOULD CONTINUE INTO THE MILLENNIAL REIGN OF JESUS, WHICH WOULD NOT FIT THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT OF WHAT THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM WILL LOOK LIKE. THEREFORE THE TIMING OF THIS EVENT IS BEFORE THE TRIBULATION.
WHEN DOES THE TRIBULATION BEGIN?

THIS EVENT, WHILE IT MAY BE BEFORE THE RAPTURE, MAY BE AFTER THE RAPTURE.  ONE DOESN’T KNOW.
THE RAPTURE IS THE NEXT EVENT WE LOOK FORWARD TO, BUT MAYBE, JUST MAYBE, THERE MAY BE THIS LITTLE SKIRMISH FIRST.
TIME WILL TELL.
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