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Audio Listing

Luke Chapter 1

Introduction. The Story of Tarore. Birth of John the Baptist.
Annunciation of Messiah.

Luke Chapter 2

The Child and the Mosaic Law. The Years of Growth.

Luke Chapter 3

Ministry of John the Baptist. Baptism of Jesus. Genealogy of Christ.

Luke Chapter 4

The Temptation of Christ. Presenting His Mandate. The Demoniac.

Luke Chapter 5

Jesus’ Mandate. Jesus’ Fame Spreads.

Luke Chapter 6

Jesus Challenges Sabbath “Law.” Choosing the Twelve.
Luke Chapter 7

Jesus’ Ministry in Capernaum. Jesus’ Responses to Faith, Despair,
Doubt, Love.

Luke Chapter 8

Why Parables? The Significance of Hems.
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Audio Listing

Luke Chapter 9

The Twelve Disciples Sent. The Feeding of the 5,000. Jesus’ Identity
and Mission. The Transfiguration.

Luke Chapter 10

The Good Samaritan. The Visit in Bethany.

Luke Chapter 11

Jesus Instructs on: Prayer; Satan; Spiritual Opportunity; Hypocrisy.
The Call to Obedience.

Luke Chapter 12

The Tyranny of Worry. The Call to Diligence.

Luke Chapter 13

Paradox Resolution. The Way of the Righteous is Narrow.

Luke Chapter 14

Jesus Exposes Falsehoods: Popularity, Hospitality, Security. The Dis-
tinctions Between Salvation and Discipleship.

Luke Chapter 15

The Lost Sheep. The Lost Coin. The Prodigal Son

Luke Chapter 16

Stewardship. The Rich Man and Lazarus. Contrasting Hades, Sheol,
Gehenna, Tartarus, Abousso.
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Audio Listing

Luke Chapter 17
Predestination or Free Will. Revisit Paradox Resolution.
Luke Chapter 18

Persistence in Prayer. The Dangers in Self-Esteem. The Hindrance of
Wealth. The Coming Climax.

Luke Chapter 19

Zacchaeus’ Response. The Triumphal Entry.

Luke Chapter 20

Jesus Approaches His Climax in Jerusalem. Citizenship Obligations.

Luke Chapter 21

Olivet Discourse. The Future of the Nation Israel. The Destruction of
the Temple. Responsibilities of Believers.

Luke Chapter 22

Judas Betrays Jesus. The Final Passover. Jesus’ Plea in the Garden.
Legal Irregularities.

Luke Chapter 23

Jesus and Pilate. The Crucifixion. A New Testament Acrostic? Jesus
and the Father. Jesus’ Burial. The Cities of Refuge.

Luke Chapter 24

The Resurrection! The Road to Emmaus.
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The Gospel of Luke

Tarore

In 1835, The Bible Society published 100
copies of the Gospel of Luke in Maori.
In 1836, missionaries gave onetoayoung
Maori girl, Tarore, at a mission school
near Matamata. She read it to her father,
the chief of the Waikato tribe. She kept
her treasured copy under her pillow
when she slept.

RONGO Par

TEITUEL

Under threat of a neighboring warring
Rotorua tribe, the mission school was
inthe process of relocating to Tauranga.
On October 19, 1836, at the Wairere
Falls, a raiding party killed the 12-year
old girl, and took the treasured object under her pillow.

Later, unable to read, the Rotorua chief discarded it until a slave boy
who had learned to read, revealed its contents to the fascinated listen-
ers. The chief was convicted by its contents and resolved to become
a Christian. The Rotorua chief resolved to seek out the father of the
murdered girl and beg for his forgiveness.

When finally confronting the father, the chief of the Waikato tribe—and
risking the customary tribal response of revenge—the father of the
murdered girl forgave him, and thus began
a peaceful relationship between the two
previously warring tribes!

(This true story is distributed to school chil-

. dren as part of their Maori heritage.
..J Treasure P ge)

i A young girl murdered... A devastated fa-
‘ ther refusing to seek revenge... A murderer
o \ transformed through the Gospel he stole
aARA from his victim... Then forgiveness given

and peace achieved!

44

Ty

L]

;_ | The story of this young Maori girl and her

copy of the Gospel of Luke became the key
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to the conversion of many Maori tribes. When missionaries visited both Luke 1
the North and South Islands, they discovered that many of the Maori
tribes had already been converted to Christ due to the story of Tarore

and her copy of the Gospel of Luke making its rounds... Outline of Luke Chapter 1

V.
: : Prologue 1-4

The Treaty of Waitangi égeneral Background
On February 6, 1840, the nation of New Zealand was born by the sign- Anncliﬁlsclillilzltll;utf)tuzr:chariah 595
ing of the Treaty of Waitangi with the Maori tribes. Annunciation of Jesus 26-56
While primarily dealing with land rights and other issues, this foundational . Magnificat . 46-36
. . : Birth of John the Baptist 57-80
document obligates the Crown of the United Kingdom to safeguard and Benedictus 67-79

protect the Maori’s rights of worship. Addenda:

Legend of Elijah’s Mantle?

Since a significant portion of the Maori tribes had previously been con- Jesus’ Birthday?

verted to Christianity, the government is legally committed to protect
Christianity in New Zealand.

Y General Background
There are Bibles in schools, home schooling is encouraged, and many

Christian schools receive significant government support. Who was Luke? He was a Gentile (Cf. Col 4:11 and 14). He is named

only three times in the NT. According to his own statement (Lk 1:2) he

Itseemed appropriate to record this exposition of the Gospel of Luke here was not an “eye-witness and minister of the word from the beginning.

in New Zealand where it has had such a unique and special impact. . .
He was the “beloved physician” of Col 4:14; he used more medical terms

* % % than Hippocrates, the father of medicine. He was probably a physician
in Troas. He accompanied Paul to Philippi, but did not accompany him
after his release in his missionary journey (at that time, cf. Acts 17:1).

We meet Luke again on Paul’s third visit to Philippi (Acts 20:5,6). Luke
had probably had spent the intervening time there, a period of seven or
eight years. He was on the ship with Paul during the Shipwreck, maybe
posing as his slave (Acts 27). He reappears on Paul’s trip to Rome (Acts
27:1) where he accompanies him (Acts 28:2,12-16), and Luke remains
with him until the end of his first imprisonment (Phile 1:24 Col 4:14).

Luke is last mentioned as the “beloved physician” in 2 Tim 4:11. There
are many passages in Paul’s epistles, as well as in the writings of Luke,
that show the extent and accuracy of his medical knowledge.

Luke was chosen by the Holy Spirit to write. Luke’s Greek is the high-
est form of Greek; the best of any New Testament writer. His writings
are regarded as one of the finest pieces of historical writing in ancient
literature.
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Sir William Ramsay, a skeptical archaeologist, went into Asia Minor to
disprove Luke as an historian. After careful investigation he concluded
that Luke had not made one historical inaccuracy. Sir William Ramsay
became a believer.

Luke’s gospel is the most complete historical narrative.

“Quadraphonic” Design of the Gospels

Matthew: Jesus as Messiah

Mark: Jesus as the Suffering Servant
Luke: Jesus as the Son of Man

John: Jesus as the Son of God

Every detail of the four Gospels supports their design objective.

Design Structure of Four Gospels

Matthew, Mark, and Luke are “Synoptic Gospels” because the three
books detail many of the same experiences, often in the same sequence.
The Synoptics highlight Jesus’ Galilean ministry while John’s gospel
highlights Jesus’ Judean ministry.

Luke gives us many features omitted by Matthew and Mark:

e An obstetrical account of the virgin birth;
e 20 miracles, six of which are in no other Gospel;
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* 23 parables, 18 of which are nowhere else;
e The Emmaus Road and other details of the resurrection.

The religion of Israel could only produce a Pharisee; The power of
Rome could only produce a Caesar; The philosophy of Greece could
only produce an Alexander, an infant at heart; It was to this Greek
mind that Luke wrote: he presents Jesus Christ as the perfect Man, the
Universal Man, the very person the Greeks were looking for.

—H.A. Ironside

Prologue

1]

3]

The first four verses of Luke are considered the most elegantly styled
sentence in the Greek New Testament.

Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of
those things which are most surely believed among us,

Theophilus is a believer. Other gospels are in circulation. Luke’s gospel
is early. Luke identifies himself as a believer. He apparently joined Paul
in Acts (“we” passages).

Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewit-
nesses, and ministers of the word;

“...they”: They were eyewitnesses, in contrast to Luke.

“...eyewitnesses”: a0TOTTING autoptes, “to see for yourself”’; a medical
term, “to make an autopsy.”

“...ministers”: bmmpétng hyperates, “Under-rower”; also a term for cleri-
cal assistant who knew shorthand.

It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from
the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus,

Luke is writing as an investigator, not an eyewitness. He demonstrates
diligence and thoroughness throughout his writings. Luke is a skilled
historian.

Who Is Theophilus?

“Theophilus” = “lover of God,” was a common name during the first
century. He was probably the direct recipient of Luke’s gospel who then
gave it wide circulation in the early church.
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4]

“...mostexcellent”: an official of some kind (Cf. Acts 23:26;24:3;26:25,
which use the same term kpotLotog — kratistos.)

That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been
instructed.

Trial Documents?

Luke and Acts (“Luke Volume 2”’) may have been trial documentation.
Roman law required historical background of a case to precede appeal
to Caesar. Such an undertaking was expensive and Theophilus may
have been Paul’s sponsor.

Two observations about Luke’s writings: 1) Uprisings were the fault
of Paul’s Jewish adversaries and 2) Centurions are always portrayed
as good guys.

Birth of John the Baptist

Luke compares John’s birth and maturation with Jesus’ birth and matu-
ration. In both cases:

vv. 5-7,26-27
vv. 8-23, 28-30
vv. 18-20, 34-38

e Parents were introduced

e An angel appeared

e A sign was given

¢ A woman who had no children

became pregnant vv. 24-25, 42

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the course of Abijah: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron,
and her name was Elisabeth.

John by lineage, was one who was to become a priest. His parents lived
when Herod the Great ruled as king of Judea (from 37 to 4 B.c.).

“...course of Abijah”: Zacharias was of the 8" of 24 “courses” (divi-
sions) of priests, drawn up in David’s time (1 Chr 24:7-18). See chart
on the next page.

And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lord blameless.

Zacharias = “God Remembers.” Elisabeth = “His oath.” The two are
one flesh: “God remembers His oath.”
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10]

Birth of John the Baptist

24 Courses — Tour of duty:
1 week 2x per year

*8000 priests in the
land

*300 in each course
*56 chosen to serve

each day.

The nation of Israel had no prophetic word for 400 years; Malachi closes
with the promise of the coming of Elijah (Mal 4:5-6). John the Baptist
came in the spirit and power of Elijah (Lk 1:17). The OT period closed
with John (Mt 11:13; Lk 16:16).

And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were
now well stricken in years.

Barrenness was a shame in that culture. That it was an embarrassment to
Elisabeth is evidentinv. 25. God allowed several Old Testament women
to experience barrenness; the mothers of Isaac, Samson, and Samuel.

And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s office before God in

the order of his course,
According to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense when

he went into the temple of the Lord.

Zacharias was chosen by lot elache to be the priest who offered incense.
God is sovereign over the lot (Esther 3:7, Prov 16:33).

And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of
incense.

Zacharias was tending the Golden Altar (the Altar of Incense), which is
associated with the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies. Only the
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11]

12]

13]

14]

High Priest went into the Holy of Holies, one time a year, on the Day
of Atonement. The Golden Altar was just outside the veil that separated
the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place.

The Altar of Incense represents the prayers of the nation: Outside, the
people were praying while inside Zacharias offered incense at the altar.
The Ark was not in the Temple in those days, but the altar Zacharias
tended is believed to be the original Golden Altar.

At that particular moment Zacharias was the focal point of the entire
Jewish nation.

And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of
the altar of incense.

Luke mentions angels 24 times in his Gospel.

And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

Zacharias was gripped with fear. This is a normal response—fear or
awe (phobos) when confronted with mighty acts of God (cf. Lk 1:30,65;
2:9-10; 5:10,26; 7:16; 8:25,37,50; 9:34,45; 12:4-5,32; 21:26; 23:40).

But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and
thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.

“Fear not” occurs seven times in this Gospel. The angel implies that
Zacharias asked for a son along with his prayers for the nation: the
angel told Zacharias what to name his son. This will also be the case
with Mary (Lk 1:31), too.

“...thou shalt call his name John”: = “YHWH is gracious.”

The angel not only gave the name of the son, but also detailed seven
aspects of John’s character.

And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.

Seven Aspects of John’s Character

1) He will be a joy and a delight. In Luke, “joy” is often closely
linked with salvation (three times in ch. 15). His ministry
brought joy to Israelites who believed his message of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins (Lk 3:3).
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15]

16]

17]

For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb.

2) He will be great in the sight of the Lord. How great? Jesus will say
that no man born of woman is greater than John (Mt 11:11; Lk 7:28).
He is above all OT heroes. The expression “in the sight of” appears
35 times in Luke and Acts. Used just one other time (Jn 20:30).

3) He is never to take wine or other fermented drink. Appears to take
a lifetime Nazarite vow (Num 6:1-21).

4) He will be filled with the Spirit from the womb (v. 41).

And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

5) Many of the people of Israel would he bring back to God: Crowds
of Israelites did turn to the Lord through John’s ministry (Mt 3:5-6;
Mk 1:4-5).

And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

6) He would adopt the manner and dress of Elijah: Another way he
emphasized the urgency of his message was to dress, act, and eat
like Elijah the prophet (Mt 3:4; 2 Kgs 1:8).

7) He would be the Messiah’s Forerunner (Isa 40:3, Mt 3:3; Lk 3:4;
Jn 1:23). How was Jesus different than any other religious leader?
For one, he had an advance man to prepare the way for him.

And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for [ am an old
man, and my wife well stricken in years.

Zachariah was not an atheist, but a priest and a righteous man; he was
offering prayer in the Temple and fully aware the messenger was su-
pernatural. His doubt results in a confirming sign...

And the angel answering said unto him, [ am Gabriel, that stand in the presence
of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.

Two named angels - Gabriel and Michael. Gabriel is always on a Mes-
sianic announcement mission: Gabriel appeared twice to Daniel (Dan
8:16;9:21). Both times he also gave Daniel instruction and understanding.
We infer he did the same here with Zacharias (Lk 1:67-79).
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20]

21]

22]

23]

And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these
things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall
be fulfilled in their season.

A sign: Zacharias struck dumb. Zacharias’ inability to speak (and hear,
cf. v. 62) was partially a punishment for his unbelief, but it was also
a sign.

One without faith should be silent.
—FElizabeth Barrett Browning

And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he tarried so long in
the temple.

And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that
he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained
speechless.

And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accom-
plished, he departed to his own house.

Elisabeth’s Pregnancy

24]

25]

And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months,
saying,

Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take
away my reproach among men.

Elisabeth remained in seclusion. Mary, her cousin, may have been the
first person to know the news which the angel had delivered (v. 36).

Luke doesn’t say, but Zacharias may have told her in writing about
their son’s destiny; she knew before Zacharias could speak that his
name was to be John.

Annunciation of the Messiah

26]

And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of
Galilee, named Nazareth,

“...city of Galilee”: Galilee was a Gentile area.
“...named Nazareth”: Nazareth was atown with an undesirable reputation
(Jn 1:46). Nazareth was not considered “kosher.” Matthew makes the

note that Jesus’subsequent association with Nazareth was also prophetic:
“He shall be called a Nazarene” (Mt 2:23; Isa 11:1).
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27]

To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David,
and the virgin’s name was Mary.

Mary is a nobody in a nothing town in the middle of nowhere...But,
both Mary and Joseph were of the House of David; the Book of Ruth
links them with Bethlehem...

The Virgin Birth

Dr. Luke gives us the most extensive account of the Virgin Birth: Luke
calls her a virgin map6évov parthenon; she had not yethad sexual contact
with a man (Lk 1:34).

He notes she was pledged to Joseph (Lk 2:5). In the prophecy in Isaiah
7:14, the Greek translation three centuries earlier also uses mapOévoc,
an unambiguous term. She was a virgin.

Jewish Betrothal

28]

A pledge: A man and woman pledged to each other for a period of time
before actual consummation of marriage.

Binding: Much stronger than an engagement today. The two were
considered married, but did not live together until after the wedding.
It required a divorce to break the pledge. We must understand this
ancient Jewish ritual to fully appreciate the relationship between the
Bridegroom and His Bride, the Marriage Supper, et al.

Joseph the Carpenter: Nazareth was near Sephoris, a new capital being
built. Joseph may have been a “builder” or architect (Mk 6:3).

Tekton: a worker in wood, a carpenter, joiner, builder; any craftsman, or
workman; a planner. The term can also include a developer or builder in
our modern sense. Even so, in a Greek-dominated culture, non-Greeks
would obtain only modest roles.

And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured,
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.

Note: “among women” not “above women.”

«...highly favored”: kexapitwuévn kecharitomene, a participle related
to the noun yapio charis “grace”; she was certainly a special recipi-
ent of His grace.
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29]

30]

31]

32]

33]

And when she saw /im, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind
what manner of salutation this should be.

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with
God.

Gabriel’s admonition was the same as to Zacharias: “Do not be afraid,
for you will have a Son” (v. 13). And again, the angel gives the name
for the baby.

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt
call his name JESUS.

Jesus is the Hellenized form of the Hebrew name Yeshua, which means
“YHWH is salvation.”

He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God
shall give unto him the throne of his father David:

And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end.

Jesus will reign on the throne of David forever. No end.

Five Key Predictions

1. He will be great.

2. He will be called the Son of the Most High. The Septuagint often
used the term “Most High” (Ouotog hupsistos) to translate the Hebrew
115y ‘elyown (Gen 14:18-22, et al). Mary could not have missed the
significance of that terminology. The fact that her Baby was to be called
the “Son of the Most High” pointed to His equality with YHWH.

In Semitic thought a son was a “carbon copy” of his father, and the
phrase “son of” was often used to refer to one who possessed his
“father’s” qualities (e.g. the “son of wickedness” in Ps 89:22 means
a wicked person).

3. He will be given the throne of His father David. Jesus, as David’s
descendant, will sit on David’s throne when He reigns in the Millennium
(2 Sam 7:16; Ps 89:3-4, 28-29; Isa 9:1-7; 11-12; 61; 66; Jer 33). This
is profoundly significant: the Throne of David did not exist during His
earthly ministry and has yet to be fulfilled literally. Today He is on His
Father’s throne in heaven (Acts 2:29-36), not on David’s throne. Many
churches attempt to dodge the implications of this—and the myriad
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of Old Testament prophecies regarding a literal earthly rule—a view
known as “Amillennialism.”

4. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. Jesus’ reign over
the nation Israel as her King will begin in the Millennium and continue
on into the eternal state.

5. His kingdom will never end. These promises musthave immediately
reminded Mary of the promise of YHWH to David (2 Sam 7:13-16).
David understood the prophecy as referring not only to his immediate
son (Solomon) who would build the temple, but also to the future Son
who would rule forever. David stated that YHWH had spoken of the
distant future (2 Sam 7:19).

The Virgin Birth

34]

35]

The Virgin birth was literal; David’s throne will be literal. The resur-
rection of Jesus Christ proves the Virgin Birth. Once you can prove the
resurrection of Christ, then everything else comes together.

His taking David’s Throne will usher in a new reality. Mary would
have understood that the angel was speaking to her of the Messiah. All
five predictions deal with the greatness of the son, not the greatness of
the mother...

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?

Her question was not an indication of doubt, but an inquiry into ow
such a thing would be accomplished (Cf. Lk 1:18).

And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

The word “overshadowed” here is the same word for “overshadowed”
in the Holy of Holies (Ex 40:35). Mary’s womb would become a holy
of holies for the Son of God. The Holy Spirit would bring out the mi-
raculous conception and virgin birth of Christ.

The Virgin Birth was necessary:

*  Because of Christ’s deity and preexistence (Isa 7:14; 9:6; Micah
5:2;Jn 1:1-3; Col 1:15-17).

» Itavoids the blood curse pronounced on Jehoichin’s line (more in

Chapter 3).
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Jesus would be legally identified as the son of Joseph (Lk 3:23; 4:22;
Jn 1:45; 6:42). But He would be accused of being illegitimate (Jn 8:41;
Ps 69:7-12).

Messianic Genealogy

36]

37]

38]

39]

e The most distinguished Family Tree in history:
*  Encrypted in Torah (Gen 38);

e Prophesied in Judges (Ruth 4);

*  Evades the blood curse on Jeconiah (Jer 22:30);
*  Virgin Birth (Gen 3:15; Isa 7:14; Ps 69, 110).

And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age:
and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.

Mary is also given a confirming sign: her cousin’s barrenness being
relieved.

For with God nothing shall be impossible.

Dostoyevsky noted, “Without God nothing is impossible” (referring to
the depravity of humanity). If only we could really grasp this verse! If
we simply embrace Genesis 1:1, all the rest easily follows.

And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to
thy word. And the angel departed from her.

Mary affirmed her part in her Son’s subsequent birth by assenting to
the plan of God, calling herself a 00An doule, a female bondslave (Cf.
Lk 1:48).

And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into
a city of Judea;

After learning of the sign, Mary hurried to see Elisabeth. The hill
country in Judea may have been near Jerusalem, about 20 miles from
Nazareth.

And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.
And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe
leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:

“...the babe leaped in her womb™: The baby received the Holy Spirit
first.
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42]

43]

44]

45]

As a fetus of six months, John the Baptist:

* was about nine inches long and weighed about 1'% pounds;

*  had translucent skin with fingerprints and footprints;

*  could open his eyes for brief periods and gaze into the liquid
darkness of the womb;

*  was capable of emotion, of recognizing the presence of the Lord;

»  had capacity to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Believers are filled with the Holy Spirit for specific tasks. Elisabeth’s
baby leaped in the womb for joy; Elisabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. Zacharias was later filled with the Holy Spirit (v. 67).

And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.

Mary is the most honored of all women. A balanced view of Mary: She
is highly honored, yet angel says “among” not “above” women.

And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

Elisabeth called her “the mother of my Lord,” who was only a few days
old as a zygote in Mary’s womb.

In Luke the term “Lord” kyrios often describes Jesus. “Lord” would be
more important for a Greek reader than would the term “Christ” (mean-
ing “Messiah”), for the Gentiles had not been anxiously awaiting the
Messiah. On the other hand, the Septuagint often used the word “Lord”
kyrios to translate YHWH (cf. v. 45).

For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy.

And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things
which were told her from the Lord.

Elisabeth said Mary was blessed, makaria, “happy” because she be-
lieved what God had told her. Mary visited joyously to confirm the
Lord’s word.

The Magnificat

46]

And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord...

From the Latin Vulgate for Luke 1:34: Et ait Maria magnificat anima
mea Dominum.
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471

48]

49]
50]
51]

“...magnify”: peyedivw megaluno: to make great, magnify; to deem
or declare great; to esteem highly; to extol, laud, celebrate; to declare
glory and praise.

“The Magnificat” consists almost entirely of Old Testament allusions
and quotations. The same is true of the songs of Zacharias and Simeon
(1:68-79; 2:29-32).

Mary’s recital has similarities to Hannah’s song (1 Sam 2:1-10). First,
Mary praised God for His special favor on her (Lk 1:46-50). Mary saw
herself as part of the godly remnant that had served Yahweh.

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

She called God “my Savior,” showing an intimate acquaintance with
Him.

For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from hence-
forth all generations shall call me blessed.

“...he hath”: The Magnificat contains eight He haths which describe
God’s faithfulness (v. 48); power (v. 49); holiness (v. 49); and mercy
(v. 50).

For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.

He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagi-
nation of their hearts.

Second, Mary praised God for His special favor on Israel (v. 51-55).
Through the Child that she was to bear, God was being merciful to
Abraham and his descendants. (All of our blessings and opportunities
as Gentiles derive from the Abrahamic Covenant—through our relation-
ship with the Son of David.)

Links to Abraham

52]

The Title (Gen 14) used by Gabriel (v. 32) was from an epi-
sode before Abraham was promised the land of Israel (Gen 15)
and was circumcised (Gen 17).

He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low de-
gree.
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53]

54]
55]
56]

He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty
away.

He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of 4is mercy;

As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.

And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own
house.

Mary stayed with Elisabeth until John was born (v. 36). The Greek
words for “her own home” indicate that she was still a virgin and was
not yet married to Joseph.

But by now, the tongues would have begun to wag... But by now God
had given the good news to Joseph and instructed him what to do (Mt
1:18-25).

The Birth of John the Baptist

57]

58]

59]

60]
61]
62]

63]

64]

Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought
forth a son.

The record of John’s birth is given in a single verse, with friends sharing
in the joy. The birth of Jesus will occupy an entire chapter (Luke 2).

And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great
mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.

And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child;
and they called him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

Several verses focus on and emphasize the obedience of Zacharias and
Elisabeth. The old couple was careful to follow the Law in circumci-
sion of the boy.

And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.
And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.
And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called.

Zacharias was, apparently, deaf as well as dumb.

And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they
marvelled all.

And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake,
and praised God.

The fact that Zacharias immediately was able to speak amazed the
crowd. Zacharias—and everybody else—praised God.
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65]

66]

And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these sayings were
noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judaea.

And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, What manner
of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.

Word then spread through the whole hill country (probably including
the Jerusalem area) that this was an unusual child. The people continued
to note that the Lord’s hand was with him.

Thirty years later, when John began his preaching ministry, many went
out from this district who no doubt remembered the amazing events
surrounding his birth (Mt 3.5).

Priests served from ages 30-50. John and Jesus both began their min-
istries at 30.

The Benedictus

This psalm by Zacharias is filled with Old Testament quotations and
allusions.

And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his
people,

And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David,

Old Testament Allusions:

— He would be a Jew Gen 12:1-30
—  From the tribe of Judah Gen 49:10
—  From the family of David 2 Sam 7:12-16

Born in Bethlehem

Micah 5:2; cf. Ruth

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world
began:

That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us;
To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy cov-
enant;

The oath which he sware to our father Abraham,

That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our
enemies might serve him without fear,

In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go
before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins,
Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high
hath visited us,
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79] To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide

our feet into the way of peace.
Zacharias’ “Benedictus” expounded four ideas:
1) An exhortation to praise God (v. 68a).

2) The reason God should be praised—He has come and redeemed
His people (v. 68b).

3) Deliverance for Israel through the Messiah (v. 69-75). The Mes-
siah was to be Israel’s horn of salvation (v. 69). The horn of an ani-
mal is an idiom for power and is a common symbol in ancient
literature. Thus the Messiah would be strong and would deliver the
nations from her enemies (v. 74).

Again, the mention of God’s holy covenant, the oath God swore to Abra-
ham (v. 72-73; Cf. Gen 22:16-18 on the very site of the crucifixion).

The title “Son of the Most High” is not uniquely Jewish. Melchizedek
used the title, prior to the institution of circumcision. Not Levitical.
Nebuchadnezzar calls Daniel’s God the “Most High.”

4) Describes John’s ministry. John would prepare the way for the
Messiah (Isa 40:3; Mal 3:1). (Verse 77 may refer to the Lord
rather than to John. However, John did preach the same message
of forgiveness of sins; Lk 3:3).

John the Baptist

80] And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the

day of his shewing unto Israel.

Because of the special mission which John knew from an early age
he would perform, he chose to follow the role of Elijah by living in a
desolate area. As the son of a priest he would begin his ministry at age
30 (Num 4).

Legend of Elijah’s Mantle

There is a legend that when Elisha died, his mantle was placed inside the
Golden Altar (the Altar of Incense). And when Zacharias received the
visit of the angel, he was told to take the mantle with him (cf. Lk 1:17)
and that this may have been the very mantle that John the Baptist was
wearing 30 years later (cf. Mk 9:13).
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[There seems to be evidence that this original Golden Altar was in the Luke 2
second Temple.]

Outline of Luke 2

John was preaching at Beth Bara. People would travel 20 miles of windy

desert road from Jerusalem to hear John preach. The Scripture tells us S v
.. .. .. . . Historical Background 1-4
he was preaching in the spirit and power of Elijah. The conjecture is
that he was actually wearing the mantle of Elijah. . (Ruth Addendum)
Birth of Jesus 5-38
' R Child & Mosaic Law 21-24
Jesus’ Birthday Simeon 5535
The records of the announcements and births of John and Jesus were Anna the prophetess 36-38
arranged by Luke in parallel fashion. However, the emphasis is on the Early Years 39-52
(Psalm 69)

birth of Jesus, which will be described in greater detail than the birth

f John (Col 1:18).
of John (Co ) Historical Background

A strong case can be made that Jesus was born on September 29, 2 B.C.
(Feast of Trumpets): Flocks were in the fields. The Roman registration 1] And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
would not have occurred in winter. More likely summer or fall. John Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.

the Baptist ibly born April 19-20 (P .
© Daptist was possibly botn Apr (Passover) Octavian = Caesar Augustus: The great nephew of Julius Caesar; named

Review of Luke 1 chief heir and ruled in a triumvirate with Mark Antony and Lepidus.

V- Lepidus fell from power in 36 B.c., and Antony’s involvement with
Prologue 1-4 Cleopatra of Egypt brought him into conflict with Octavian. In 31
Gen.eral Background B.C., Octavian beat Antony at Actium. He was finally acknowledged
Design Structure as Augustus Caesar by the Senate in 27 B.c. They gave him the Greek
Announcement to Zechariah 5-25 name Sebastos (Latin, Augustus).
Annunciation of Jesus 26-56
Magnificat 46-56 Pax Romana for 40 years: Octavian’s reign was known for its peaceful
Birth of John the Baptist 57-80 character as his accession ended a long period of civil strife. The gates
Benedictus 67-79 of the Temple of Janus stayed closed. Octavian died in 14 A.p. and was
Addenda: succeeded by Tiberius, the ruler of Rome during Jesus’ ministry.
Legend of Elijah’s Mantle?
Jesus’ Birthday? Caesar was ruling but God was in charge: He used Caesar’s edict to get

Mary and Joseph to move 80 miles to fulfill the prophetic plan of God.
Next Session

In addition to Luke Chapter 2, read the book of Ruth.

PAX ROMANA / Reign of Octavian
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“Be it unto me according to Thy word” (Lk 1:38). From then on
Mary’s life would be a fulfillment of divine prophecy. The Messiah
would be:

— human, not an angel Gen 3:15; Heb 2:16

a Jew not a Gentile Gen 12:1-2; Num 24:17
— of'the tribe of Judah Gen 49:10

— of the family of David 2 Sam 7:1-17

born of a virgin Isa7:14

— in Bethlehem Micah 5:2

1 am watching over My word to perform it...
Jeremiah 1:2 (NASB)

All of history is His Story. God is very precise. There are many spe-
cific prophecies in which God says what He means and means what
He says.

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

“...Cyrenius” = the Greek form of Quirinus. His full name was Publius
Sulpicius Quirinus: he had a noteworthy career as an able administrator
and soldier; he was appointed counsel in 12 B.c. and was victorious in
south Galatia.

Recent historical investigation has proved that Quirinus was governor
of Cilicia as early as 4 B.c., which was annexed to Syria at the time of
our Lord’s birth. Cilicia, which he ruled, being a province of Syria,
resulted in his being called the governor, which he was de jure, of Syria.
A decade later he was appointed as legate over Syria for a second time
in 6-9 A.D. after Herod’s son Archelaus was deposed.

During his initial tenure of office, at the time of our Lord’s birth, a “tax-
ing” (aregistration or census for taxing) of the people was “first made”;
1.e., it was made for the first time under his administration. Books who
attack Luke over this issue haven’t dug deeply enough.

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
Rome took a census every 14 years for military and tax purposes. No

Roman administrator would require this in winter when much of the
empire was impassable (Mt 24:20).
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Prophetic Background

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea,
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house
and lineage of David:)

Questions: How did Bethlehem become the city of David? Why not
Ophel at the base of Mt. Moriah? Isn’t Jerusalem the City of David?

Some ostensible paradoxes: Judah was the Royal Tribe (Gen 49:10).
How could Samuel anoint Saul from the tribe of Benjamin? (1 Sam
15:1). Because David wasn’t ready yet! Prophesied in the days of
Judges: Ruth 4:12.

Ruth (Summary)

How could Boaz marry a Moabitess? The Law legally forbade intermar-
riage (Deut 7:2,3)—especially to a Moabite (Deut 23:3).

Boaz’s mother was Rahab the harlot (Mt 1:5)! Law shut Ruth out; grace
took her in (Rom 8:3,4).

e Prophetic Points:

— Boaz is a type of a kinsman redeemer;

— Naomi is a type of Israel;

— Ruth, the gentile, is taken as a wife;

— Naomi meets Boaz through Ruth;

Ruth learns the ways from Naomi;

— Ruth is at the feet of Boaz in threshing floor scene.

*  Prophetic Blessing / Marriage Toast (Ruth 4:11):

— Famous in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Ruth 4:12)

— House like Perez? (Gen 38:6-29)

— Bastard ineligible for inheritance until 10" generation (Deut
23:2). The genealogy at the end of the book of Ruth shows David
at the 10" generation.

Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron, And
Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab, And Amminadab begat
Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon, And Salmon begat Boaz, and
Boaz begat Obed, And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.

Ruth 4:18-22
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What About the “Bible Codes?” Genesis 38

T W BT WNE B NN AN AT TV N A
STON N2N TP M2 AT Qw2
X XIPY 12 T am 3

N

Specifically, the Equidistant Letter Sequences (“ELS”)? Much fanciful

and contrived “codes’” have been popularized inrecent books—many are . JJ;\ kL sz"“- E '-:F‘ Tz 4
. . . . . AN AT 202 M A N NP 2 oM T m s
too bizarre to be accepted; yet too impressive to be ignored. Professional 3D TR B2 Y TN AT TP 6
competence in cryptology is essential to adequately evaluate them. T A AW PR D ATT MR E M e oo
TN ST 2P AN 2 T s 3
Genesis begins the story of Joseph in Genesis 37, which continues to TEW @R T NENTON Nan T Z(EY T . ”_) - ;
the end in Genesis 50. But in Genesis 38 we encounter a sordid episode N T B
where Judah is tricked into having sex with his daughter-in-law Tamar 52 A%y S TIN50 9 WS T N —
which gives birth to two sons out of wedlock. (Why is this recorded RN A 39m A oM » o ||
here?) RS WOr Orn nm ann Ao 2m1 1AM 12 ‘ H |
ere? '

2757 1Mz Am N
27 ™I XD 0% T 13
! > AnuEPN “H2 Mom 14
ERD 39 MRS M A% 9T TOND 0 A T0r NuN
1M N0 N2 TIND N2 T AN 1S

/77 Ruth
Messianic Genealogy

*  The most distinguished Family Tree in history.
*  Encrypted in Torah (Gen 38): See chart on the next page.

+  Prophesied in Judges (Ruth 4). :;T'”-j"" W NI DN i ! 2 f“f% 3:\ Y
. T WN R T FLOSPANN AN TIER EN JIINIT T NN 18
*  Evades the blood curse on Jeconiah (Jer 22:30). A R AT = ]';57 {.,nl PR
*  Virgin Birth (Gen 3:15; Isa 7:14; Ps 69, 110). Ay DL aom Ty A9 ; ‘
T MR Ml v 27 T3 A

The Birth of Jesus

5] To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. TR Ty IPRT L B3 TTNES XD A 1 N
6] And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she ) LI 2
should be delivered X9 T T T I TN M2 ) 12 A%TRR T w23
SANNED

7]  And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,

e . R T QN 092 WA T ERD TTTD T 2T vy 1N 4
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

AWM TINOST T ARy 297 1

AR O Moy e axdv w25 iy Yishay

T 2EIEm nenng 99 NXIaT anm (Jesse)

DN 1379072 e TR vt T 9N 6

ARYI7 T
LI 2WIND M ART? Nra T

N3Y T RY W 1Oy Agpm AT Apm o ARToa 23

Is not this the carpenter s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his . o mes -

. AL ORI TID P2 AEIDTD R TN NRE UM T ¢RI 1 29 i
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 26 NI TIR 2 FRIFIR TN TN N ML, 243 “:1:13 7777 David
O AT NPT WD TTOF N N N 0N 30

TI7 008 19 AN N

«...firstborn son”: The fact that Jesus was called Mary’s firstborn implies
that later she had other children (Cf. Mt 13:55-56; Lk 8:19-21; Jn 7:1- WK 3 R IR
10). “Firstborn” is also a title of position.

Matthew 13:35

Is not this the carpenter s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his w2 Boaz
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? :‘7.‘ - Ruth
Mark 6:3 . Obed All in 49-letter intervals; &
e All in chronological order!
Apparently a family of at least seven children. Jesus, also, was appar- e Jesse
ently viewed as having taken up Joseph’s trade as a “carpenter.” 7 David

Source: Daniel Michelson, “Codes in the Torah,” B‘Or Ha Torah, Number 6, SHAMIR,
Association of Religious Professionals from the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe in Israel,
Jerusalem Israel, 1987.
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“...swaddling clothes”: Infants were often wrapped in strips of cloth
to keep their limbs straight and unharmed. This was also the way the
shepherds would recognize the infant.

“...Jaid him in a manger”: The King of the Universe born in a stable.

“Manger” - ¢atvn - phatne:

10]

11]

This is translated “stall” in Luke 13:15, and can mean crib, stall, or
feeding trough. The traditional stone feeding trough in a cave is sup-
ported by common practice in the region.

He was born of a woman so that we could be “born again.” He that
is born once, dies twice; he that is born twice dies but once (Cf. 2 Cor

8:9).

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night.

“...shepherds abiding in the field”: The flocks were in open fields: thus,
probably no later than October.

Why shepherds? They were the outcasts in Israel; their work made them
ceremonially unclean; they were kept away from the temple weeks at
a time (1 Cor 1:26-29; Lk 1:51-53).

The fields of Ruth and Boaz?

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid.

The Greek ¢poov péyav, “they feared a great fear,” stresses the intensity
of this fear.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people.

“All people” - Luke, a gentile, emphasizes that the Savior would be
for all mankind.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.
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12]
13]

14]

15]

16]

Christis a title, XpLotdg - Christos, the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew
word vwin - Meshiach — Messiah, which means “the anointed one.”
(Anointed as King); cf. 1 Sam 16:1-13;24:6;2 Sam 19:21; 1 Kgs 19:15.
(In the ISV, “Christ” does not appear: “Messiah” instead.)

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

The whole purpose of the plan of salvation is “glory to God.” (Eph
1:6, 12, 14). (The irony is that all that Satan is doing will ultimately
glorify God.)

God’s glory had dwelt in the Tabernacle (Ex 40:34), and in the Temple
(2 Chr 7:1-3), but had departed because of the nation’s sin (1 Sam 4:21;
Ezek 8:4; 9:3; 10:4,18; 11:22-23).

The traditional translation of Luke 2:14 is not accurate:

Better: “...and on earth peace to men of good will” or “...on earth peace
to men on whom His favor rests.”

God’s peace is not given to those who have good will, but to those who
are recipients of God’s good will or favor.

Pax Romana had been in effect since 27 B.c., but the absence of war
doesn’t guarantee the presence of peace. The Stoic philosopher Epicte-
tus said,

While the emperor may give peace from war on land and sea, he is un-
able to give peace from passion, grief, and envy. He cannot give peace
of heart for which man yearns more than even for outward peace.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

The shepherds’ attitude contrasts sharply with that of the religious lead-
ers: both knew where the Baby was to be born, but only the shepherds
went to confirm it for themselves (Mt 2:5).

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in
a manger.
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“...found” - avevpLokw - aneurisko, “found after a search.” (The “Wise
men” came later.)

The theme of amazement at the proclamation of the Messiah runs
throughout the Book of Luke. The verb 6avpao - thaumazo — “to be
amazed, to wonder, to be astonished” occurs in Luke 1:21,63; 2:18,33;
4:22: 8:25;9:43; 11:14, 38; 20:26; 24:12, 41.

And when they had seen iz, they made known abroad the saying which was told
them concerning this child.

And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by
the shepherds.

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

Jesus will be confronted by three different people:

1) Moses, through the Law. The Law is used five times in vv. 21-40;
Gal 4:1-7;

2) Simeon;

3) Anna the prophetess.

The Child and Mosaic Law

21]

And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child,
his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.

“...his name was called JESUS”: Both Joseph and Mary had been told
separately to name the child “Jesus (Mt 1:21; Lk 1:31). “Jesus” is the
Greek form of the Hebrew name Yeshua (Joshua) -“Yahweh is salva-
tion” (Mt 1:21).

“...circumecising of the child”: Circumcision was required by the Law
(Lev 12:3).

Circumcision of Infants

“..eight days”: Vitamin K, the clotting element, is not formed until
the 5% to the 7 day. Prothrombin, also necessary, on the 3 day: 30%
of normal and by the 8" day: peaks at 110%, then levels off at 100%
of normal [S.I. McMlllen, MD, None of These Diseases, Fleming H.
Revell Co., Old Tappan NJ, 1958.] How did Moses know? Trial and
error? (Gen. 17:12).
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22]

23]

24]

Circumcision removes excess of foreskin, facilitating proper cleansing:
virulent bacteria, including the cancer-producing Smegma bacilus. The
bacteria, when deposited in the cervix or the uterus, if the mucous mem-
brane is not intact (lacerations, as after childbirth) can cause irritations
and susceptibility to cancer.

It is unfortunate that circumcision became an empty ritual, for it pro-
claimed an important spiritual truth (Deut 10:15-20; Rom 2:28-29).

And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were ac-
complished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present /im to the Lord,

(As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall
be called holy to the Lord;)

They were required by the Law to present their firstborn to God 33 days
later (Ex 13:2,12) and to bring an offering for Mary’s purification after
childbirth (Lev 12:1-8).

And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord,
A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.

The offering which they presented for her purification showed that they
were a poor couple. They could not afford a lamb, so they bought a
pair of doves or pigeons, which were all they could afford (Lev 12:8).
Yet, Jesus was the lamb!

The Blessing of Simeon

25]

26]
27]

28]

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the
same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the
Holy Ghost was upon him.

Like Anna, Zechariah, and Elisabeth, Simeon was part of the faithful
Jewish remnant. Unlike the religious leaders, he was waiting for the
Messiah, the One who would bring consolation to the nation.

And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death,
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,

Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,

The Fifth of the “Christmas Songs” in Luke

1) Elisabeth 1:42-45
2) Mary 1:46-56
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3) Zacharias 1:67-79
4) Angels 2:13-14
5) Simeon 2:29-32

Nunc Dimitis

29] Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:

“Now dismiss [nunc dimitis, in the Latin...]

“...depart”: amoldw — apoluo:
— To release a prisoner;
To discharge a debtor;
To untie a ship and set sail;
— To take down a tent (cf. 2 Cor 5:1-8);
To unyoke a beast of burden (Mt 11:28-30).

30] For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
31] Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

In all three of the hymns of thanksgiving and praise recorded by Luke
in these first two chapters (1:46-55, 68-79; 2:29-32) lie the deep sig-
nificance of the births of John and Jesus for the salvation of Israel and

the world.

32] Alight to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

Simeon noted that the Messiah was to be for the Gentiles as well as for
Israel. The idea of salvation for the Gentiles is set forth many times

in the Gospel of Luke.

33] And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of

him.

34] And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child
is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall

be spoken against;

35] (Yea, asword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many

hearts may be revealed.

A Stone, A Sign, And a Sword:

1 am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me
beareth witness of me. Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father?
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Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known
me, ye should have known my Father also.
John 8:18,19

But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which
1 have heard of God: this did not Abraham. Ye do the deeds of your
father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have
one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father,
ve would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God, neither
came I of myself, but he sent me. Why do ye not understand my speech?
even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the devil,
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar,
and the father of it.
John 8:40-44

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was
glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old,
and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, 1
say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

John 8:56-58
He is declaring that He is the voice of the burning bush!

Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and
went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so
passed by.

John 8:59
A Stone, A Sign, And a Sword
e A Sign: Yet Slandered:
— The sign of His birth In 8:41ff
— Miracles attributed to Satan Mt 12:22-24
— His resurrection Mt 27:62-66
— His death slandered Ps 22:6-8; Mt 27:39-44
— And today, His return 2 Pet3
e A Sword:
— Suffering for Mary alone Jn 19:25-27

— Joseph was probably dead when Jesus was crucified.

Anna the Prophetess

36] And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of

Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from
her virginity;
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37] And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not
from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.

Other prophetesses in Scripture:

— Miriam Ex 15:20

— Deborah Jdg 4:4

— The wife of Isaiah Isa 8:3

— Huldah 2 Kgs 22:14
— Noadiah Neh 6:14

— Four daughters of Philip Acts 21:8-9

“...widow of about fourscore and four years”: Some scholars believe she
was 103-105 years old, depending on what age she was when married.

38] And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake
of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

There was a believing remnant in Israel looking for the Messiah. Anna
authenticates that this child is The One.

The Early Years

39] And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.

Jesus would be known as the Nazarene (Acts 2:22; Mt 21:11). It would
even be on His cross.

Psalm 69: The Silent Years in the Life of Christ

[am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother s
children...When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was
to my reproach. I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a
proverb to them. They that sit in the gate speak against me, and I was
the song of the drunkards.

Psalm 69:8, 10-12

The drunkards at the local bar made up dirty little ditties about Him
and His mother.

Why did He endure all of this? He was raised in a town where He was
called illegitimate in order that I might be a legitimate son of God. The
Son of God bore that for me on the cross; He paid the penalty for my
sins. We have no idea what He endured for 30 years in order that we
might have a clear title as a legitimate son of God.
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The Early Years

The Plain of Esdraelon (Jezreel)

The “Battlefield of Palestine”:

» It has been a chosen place for every contest carried on in this
country, from the days of Nebuchadnezzar, until the disastrous
march of Napoleon Bonaparte from Egypt into Syria.

* Jews, Gentiles, Saracens, Crusaders, Frenchmen, Egyptians, Per-
sians, Druses, Turks, and Arabs, warriors out of every nation
which is under heaven, have pitched their tents on this plain.

*  Here Gideon gained his great victory over the Midianites (Judges
7:1-25); Barak defeated Sisera; Saul’s army was defeated by the
Philistines; King Josiah was slain while fighting in disguise
against Pharoah Necho, king of Egypt (2 Chr 35:20-27; 2 Kgs
23-29).

40] And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the

grace of God was upon him.
The wisdom and favor from God were evident before He reached the

age of 12. There were no “childhood miracles”—the Wedding at Cana
was the first miracle (Jn 2:11).
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41]

42]

43]
44)
45]
46)

471

48]

49]

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.

There were three obligatory feasts for all males 13 years and older:
Feast of Unleavened Bread (thus, including Passover); Pentecost; and
Tabernacles (Ex 23:14-17; 34:23; Deut 16:16).

The one-day Passover was followed by the seven-day Feast of Unleavened
Bread (Ex 23:15; Lev 23:4-8; Deut 16:1-8) and the Feast of Firstfruits
(Lev23:5,6,10, 12). The entire eight-day festival was sometimes called
the Passover (Lk 22:1,7; Jn 19:14; Acts 12:3-4).

And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom
of the feast.

This would be precedent to, as a 13-year-old, officially becoming a
“son of the commandment,” a full member of the synagogue, (Mishna,
Niddah 5:6); similar to the modern custom of the bar mitzvah.

And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried
behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.

But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey;
and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance.

And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking
him.

And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting
in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.
And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.

“...astonished”: é£lotnuL existemi: to throw out of position, displace;
thus, to amaze, to astonish, throw into wonderment; to be amazed,
astounded; to be out of one’s mind, besides one’s self.

And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son,

why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee
sorrowing.

“...amazed”: ékmAnoow ekplesso: expel by a blow, drive out or away;
commonly, to strike with panic, shock, astonish; to be struck with

amazement, astonished, amazed.

And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must be
about my Father’s business?

Jesus’ very first recorded words in all of Scripture.
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“...my Father”: God as Father—a radical concept! In the 39 Old Testa-
ment books, God is referred to as “Father” only 14 times, and never as
“my Father.” Jesus never used any other term, except as He hung in our
place on the cross: “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
(Ps 22:1; Mt 27:46; Mk 15:34.)

By the time Jesus was 12 years old, He understood His mission on
earth.

And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto
them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

How much did Jesus fully know? Some believe more knowledge was
given him upon his baptism, but Jesus did not have the same knowledge
as the Father (Mk 13:32). God the Father gave the “unveiling” to Jesus
Christ in Revelation 1:1

Review

e Chapter 1: Prologue & Design Structure; Annunciation to
Zechariah; Annunciation to Mary; Birth of John the Baptist.

e Chapter 2: Historic Background (Ruth Addendum); Birth of
Jesus; Early Years—Simeon, Anna the prophetess, Psalm 69

Next Session

»  Study Luke Chapter 3.
»  Explore the differences between Luke’s and Matthew’s genealogies.
*  Why the Virgin Birth?

Luke 3

Review

e Chapter 1
— Prologue & Design Structure
— Annunciation to Zechariah
— Annunciation to Mary
— Birth of John the Baptist
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e Chapter 2
Historic Background
(Ruth Addendum)
— Birth of Jesus
— Early Years
*  Simeon
*  Anna the prophetess
*  Psalm 69

Outline of Luke 3

V.

*  Historical Background 1-2

*  Ministry of John the Baptist 3-20

*  Baptism of Jesus 21,22
— (Psalm 2)

*  Genealogy of Jesus 23-35
— Why the Virgin Birth?

¢ The Blood Curse on Jeconiah
— Contrasts with Matthew’s Listing

Subsequent Sessions

ch.
*  QGalilean Ministry 4-9
¢ Towards Jerusalem 10-19
*  Final offer, Rejection, Sacrifice 19-23
e Resurrection & Ascension 24

Chapter 3 focuses on the preparation for the main message of Luke’s
Gospel: Jesus’ ministry in Galilee and His ministry on the way to Je-
rusalem. With the exception of the brief glimpse of Jesus’ visit to the
Temple at the age of 12, we know relatively little about the first 30 years
of the lives of both Jesus and John.

We do know that John the Baptist’s prophetic ministry began three
months before his birth when he leaped at the sound of the virgin’s voice
while still in the womb! We can assume that the Holy Spirit began to
guide and grow John through the next 30 years.

Luke 3

1]

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip
tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of
Abilene,
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General Background

Seven people are mentioned, which all help us to precisely date the
beginning of Jesus’ ministry.

Seven Dating Factors

1.

2]

Tiberius ruled over the Roman Empire from A.p. 14 - A.p. 37. He was
aclever but cruel, licentious, evil man. The first year of Jesus’ ministry
was the 15" year of the reign of Tiberius, A.p. 29.

Pontius Pilate was appointed governor of Judea in A.p. 26 and ruled to
A.D. 36. His name has been found on a plaque in Caesarea.

Herod Antipas ruled over Galilee from the city of Tiberius from
4 B.C. - A.D. 39. He was the one who would imprison John the Baptist.
Herod’s brother Philip ruled to the east of the Jordan from 4 B.c. - A.D.
34. His capital was at Caesarea Philippi.

Little is known about Lysanias who ruled in Abilene, northwest of
Damascus.

Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John
the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.

[Two High Priests?] Annas was the high priest from A.D. 6 — A.D. 15,
but was deposed by the Roman authorities.
Caiaphas served from A.p. 18 — 36 as a political appointee of Rome.

General Background

Seven Dating Factors:

Philip
Tiberius Caesar

Herod Antipas
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John was born into a priestly family, but had no use for the Temple. He
spent about 12 years in the wilderness rather than in the Temple.

Ministry of John the Baptist

“...the word of God came unto John: “Unto” is the Greek word e,
“upon.” There are three distinct prepositions regarding the Holy
Spirit:

1) “With” mape, para (Jn 14:17), convicting of sin;

2) “In”ev en (Jn 14:17; 20:22), for indwelling, regeneration once and
for all;

3) “Upon”emi, epi (Acts 1:8), for infilling, repeated empowerment.

And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repen-
tance for the remission of sins;

Luke noted that John’s baptizing work was “in the country around the
Jordan.” This region of the lower Jordan has several implications:

*  Elijah spent his last days here (2 Kgs 2:1-13). There are many
allusions to Elijah in John’s ministry

*  Bethabara, the “house of passage”; Joshua crossed the Jordan
here.

Since John’s function was to be Christ’s forerunner, so also his baptism
prefigured a different baptism (Lk 3:16). John’s baptism was associated
with repentance. It outwardly pictured an inner change of heart.

The word “for” (Lo eis: unto, to, towards, for) refers back to the phrase
“baptism of repentance.” Repentance was “unto” (a better rendering of);
aprelude to sins being forgiven. The baptism itself did not save anyone,
as is clear from what follows (vv.7-14). Neither can any amount of
repentance alone ever merit forgiveness in the sight of God; it is only
by His grace and mercy.

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying, The voice

of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.

All three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) quote Isaiah
40:3-5.

Page 42

This is an example of “meta context”: Isaiah was writing of God’s
smoothing the way for the return of the exiles from Babylon to Judah.
But all three Synoptic Gospel writers applied Isaiah 40:3-5 to John the
Baptist.

“...In the Desert...”: Isaiah wrote, “A voice of one calling: In the
desert, prepare the way for the Lord.”

But Matthew, Mark, and Luke each wrote, “A voice of one calling in
the desert...”Why did they put “in the desert” with the “voice” rather
than with “prepare the way”?

Because they quoted from the Septuagint. Both were true: the voice
(of John the Baptist) was in the desert, and the desert was to be
smoothed.

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low;
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made
smooth;

When a king traveled in the desert, workmen preceded him to clear
debris and smooth out the roads to make his trip easier.

Smoothing The Way: The leveling of the land was a figurative expression
denoting that the way of the Messiah would be made smooth because
through John a large number of people were ready to receive Jesus’
message (Lk 1:17).

And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
«...all flesh”: Not just Israel...

Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O genera-
tion of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

Tact and diplomacy were not John’s focus. His message was strictly
eschatological! So many people took the long trip from Jerusalem to
Jericho that the Temple authorities sent an investigative team. And he
upbraids them.

Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is
able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
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Which were these stones? He was at Bethabara, the “House of Pas-
sage,” where Joshua crossed the Jordan (Jn 1:28). He may have been
pointing to the very 12 stones that Joshua set up to commemorate the
12 tribes’ crossing (Josh 4).

John 8:31-41

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue
in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free. They answered him, We be
Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest
thou, Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, [
say unto you, Whosoever commiteth sin is the servant of sin. And the
servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. Jesus
saith unto them, If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works
of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the
truth, which I have heard of God.: this did not Abraham. Ye do the deeds
of your father. Then said they to him, we be not born of fornication;
we have one Father, even God.
John 8:31-36...39b-41

The Ultimate Slander

“...we be not born of fornication”: The cloud of illegitimacy hung over
Jesus (and Mary) since His birth (Ps 69:7-12). In spite of his possessing
the most distinguished credentials of all history, He endured this slander
and libel so that we could become “sons of God” (Jn 1:11,12).

Lineage Does Not Save

John was clear that being a member of the nation of Israel would not
save anyone (Jn 8:33-39; Rom 2:28-29). We cannot depend upon our
lineage or national heritage or church membership to save us. Anybody
who relies on anything other than a relationship with Jesus Christ is
destined for a very huge disappointment.

Ministry of John the Baptist

9]

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

One must face the fact that wrath is coming.

10] And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?
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11]

12]

13]

14]

The crowd, tax collectors, and soldiers all asked, “What should we do
to give evidence of genuine repentance?” (vv. 10, 12, 14 Cf. 10:25;
18:18).

In response, John told the people to be:

a) generous v. 11
b) honest v. 13
c) content v. 14

Luke recorded the message of John in ethical terms. John’s teaching
was that one’s life proves whether or not he has truly repented (cf. the
Book of James). Are you bringing forth good fruit? (Cf. Mt 7:16-21)

Repentance brings forth character; and character produces the fruit
of action.

He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to
him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.

““...coats”: A tunic (chitoin) was a shirt like garment. Often people wore
two if they had them.

Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall
we do?
And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.

Tax collectors, notorious for their dishonesty in collecting more than
required and pocketing it for themselves exemplified the need for
honesty (Lk 5:27-32).

1 know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because
my word hath no place in you.l speak that which I have seen with
my Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. They
answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father.
John 8:37-39a

And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do?
And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and
be content with your wages.

Soldiers were known and hated for always trying to get more money

(by extorting it and blaming others for it). They needed to be content
and non-violent in their personal conduct.
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15]

16]

17]

And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of
John, whether he were the Christ, or not;

The temple authorities sent an inquiry team (cf. Jn 1:19-28). Are you
the Christ? Elijah? “That” Prophet?

He came in the spirit of Elijah; it was possible he wore Elijah’s mantle,
but he was not Elijah. The crowd sensed the special anointing on John
(Lk 7:28; Mt 11:11).

John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one
mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose:
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

John himself distinguished between his own baptism and the Messiah’s
baptism:

«  John’s baptism was with water; The Messiah would baptize with
the Holy Spirit and with fire.

*  John the Baptist used ritual immersion in water as a formal
commitment of repentance. Jesus: the baptizing “with fire” may
refer to the purifying aspect of the baptism of the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4)
and the purifying work of judgment that the Messiah will accom-
plish (Mal 3:2-3).

Behold, 1 will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple,
even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he
shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. But who may abide the day of
his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a
refiner's fire, and like fullers’soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them
like gold and silver...Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before
the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.
Malachi 3:1-6

The latter seems more probable in view of the work of judgment de-
scribed inv. 9 and v. 17.

Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather
the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.
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Work of the Holy Spirit

1) Conviction; of sin.

2) Regeneration; must be born again (Jn 3:3-6).

3) Indwelling; (Jn 14:16-17).

4) Secaling; (Eph 1:13-14; 4:30).

5) Interceding; on our behalf (Rom 8:26-27).

6) Enlightening; (Rom 10:9-10; Jn 1:12; Phil 1:6).

7) Putting to death the deeds of the flesh; (Rom 8:13).

John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one
mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose:
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

Shoes

17]

*  Moses: Removing shoes was a prelude to Moses’ meeting God at
the burning bush

e Joshua: The Captain of the LORD’s hosts told Joshua to remove
his shoes

e The Exodus: The Israclites’ shoes remained durable in the wilder-
ness wanderings
*  Ruth: Boaz’s marriage license involved a shoe...

Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather
the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.

The Threshing Process: The wheat husk was unpalatable. It was
crushed to remove the husk and then separated by wind or fan. They
would toss grain into the air and end up with two piles. The husks—the
chaff—would be burned.

“...unquenchable”: &oPeatog - asbestos. Hell is everlasting.

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in his law doth he medi-
tate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The ungodly are not
so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the
ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congrega-
tion of the righteous. For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous:
but the way of the ungodly shall perish.
Psalm 1:1-6
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18]

*  Ruth is full of types:

— Naomi Israel, dispossessed of her land;
— Boaz The Kinsman Redeemer;
— Ruth The gentile Bride.

Where was Ruth during the threshing floor scene? At the feet of Boaz.

And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people.

John’s Imprisonment

19]

20]

But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip’s
wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,
Added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.

John spoke against Herod. Jesus: “No man born of woman is greater
than John.” John wasn’t part of the Church. He ends the Old Testament
(Lk 16:16).

John spoke against Herod publicly. (Herod was not even Jewish.)

Scholars debate the dates of John the Baptist’s imprisonment and death.
It is likely that:

*  John began his ministry about A.p. 29

*  He was imprisoned the following year;

*  He was beheaded no later than A.p. 32

e His entire ministry lasted no more than three years—about one
year out of prison and two years in prison (Mt 14:1-12; Mk 6:14-
29; Lk 9:7-9, 19:20).

The Baptism of Jesus

21]

All four Gospels record this momentous occasion in the life of Jesus,
which signaled the beginning of His public ministry (Mt 3:13-17; Mk
1:9-11; Jn 1:29-34). Luke condensed his account more than the other
Gospel writers. Yet, he includes one fact the others miss.

Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being
baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,

Luke leaves out many details; John’s refusal, his introduction of Jesus
et al. Luke summarizes. Only in Luke does it mention that Jesus was
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22]

praying. Luke presented Jesus as praying in or before many occasions
in His life (Lk 5:16; 6:12; 9:18,29; 22:32,40-44; 23:46). Three things
occur:

1) Heaven was opened; The “Third Heaven.”
- “First Heaven” - sky
“Second Heaven” - stars
- “Third Heaven” - the dwelling of God

The multitudes were likely aware and were stunned; John the Baptist
saw everything (Jn 1:29-34; Cf. Ezek 1:1; Jn 1:51; Acts 7:56; 10:11).
“The heavens opened”—it was visual, dramatic, and unique.

And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a
voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee [ am
well pleased.

2) The Spirit descended; This was a visible, palpable descent;

The dove was a symbol of peace or freedom from judgment (Gen 8:8-
12). The Holy Spirit’s presence “like a dove” signified that Jesus would
bring salvation to those who turn to him.

The Talmud says thatin Genesis | the Spirit of God “moved,” “brooded,”
over the face of the water.

3) God spoke audibly.

Three Times God “Spoke” — always of His pleasure: At Jesus’ baptism
(here); At the transfiguration (Mt 17); and the Voice from heaven (Jn
12:27-33). His voice is often related to a thunderclap (Ps 18:13; Isa
30:30-31; Lk 9:35). Each time God refers to Jesus’ death. The voice
of God authenticated Jesus by alluding to Psalm 2:7.

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, Let
us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in
derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in
his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my
Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for
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thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt
dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. Be wise now therefore, O
ve kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the LORD with
fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and
ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all they that put their trust in him.

Psalm 2:1-12

Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul
delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judg-
ment to the Gentiles.

Isaiah 42:1

Who is visible in here in Luke? A/l three persons of the Trinity are
evident:

— The SON is baptized.

— The HOLY SPIRIT descends on Him.

— The FATHER speaks from heaven approvingly of Jesus.

In his baptism Jesus identified Himself with sinners, even though He
was not a sinner.

The Genealogy of Christ

Matthew

Abraham
Isaac
Jacob
Judah
Pharez
Hezron
Ram
Amminadab
Nahshon
Salmon
Boaz

Cbed
Jesse

) G e |
I
|

Solomon
Rehoboam
Abijah

Asa
Jehoshaphat
Jehoram
Ahaziah*
Joash*
Amaziah*
Uzziah
Jotham
Ahaz
Hezekiah
Manasseh

| e e |

|

I
Josiah
Jehoiakim*
Jehoiachin*
Salathiel**
Zerubbabel
Abiud
Eliakim
Azor
Sadoc
Achim
Eliud
Eleazar
Matthan
Jacob

Joseph

The Problem: The Messiah, the royal line, would be from the tribe of

Judah (Gen 49:10). The Messiah would be from the line of David (Ruth
4:22; 2 Sam 7:11-16). The succession of the kings of Judah proved to
be, with only a few exceptions, a dismal chain. We eventually encoun-
ter Jeconiah (aka Johoiachin) who is so bad, God finally pronounced a

The Genealogy of Christ

23] AndJesus himselfbegan to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed)

the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,

Age of Ministry: In the Old Testament, 30 was the age of ministry:
Priests began ministry at age 30 (Num 4:3); Joseph stood before Pha-
raoh at age 30 (Gen 41:46); David’s reign began at age 30 (2 Sam 5:4);
Ezekiel first saw visions of God (Ezek 1:1).

“...the son of Heli”: voul{w, nomizo, “reckoned as by law.” Joseph was
the son-in-law of Heli, having married his only daughter Mary. [Accord-
ing to Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, Alford, Westcott and Hort:
Jerusalem Talmud, Ch. 77,4. Cf. E.W. Bullinger, Number in Scripture,
Kregel, Grand Rapids, M1, from 1894 reproduction, p. 160 note.]

Luke’s s. Matthew’s Genealogy

Matthew goes through the royal line down to Joseph, the /egal father of
Jesus Christ. In the first 17 verses of Matthew, he makes the case that
Jesus had legal title to the Throne of David.
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“blood curse” on him (Jer 22:30).

The Genealogy of Christ

Matthew

Solomon
Rehoboam
Abijah

Asa
Jehoshaphat
Jehoram
Ahaziah*
Joash*
Amaziah*
Uzziah
Jotham
Ahaz
Hezekiah
Manasseh

Jehoiakim

[SEIEWGIE
Zerubbabel
Abijud
Eliakim
Azor
Sadoc
Achim
Eliud
Eleazar
Matthan
NETelelo]

Joseph

he legal father




23]
24
25]
26]
27]
28]
29]
30]
31]
32]
33]
34]
35]
36]
37]

38]

Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall
not prosper in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting
upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.

Jeremiah 22:30

How could the Messiah come from the royal line if there’s a blood curse
on the royal line? Luke reveals God's solution in his genealogy.

Matthew’s genealogy goes from the top down. Luke’s (slightly differ-
ent) genealogy goes in reverse order. Luke lays out his genealogy in
climatic order (Cf. 1 Cor 15:22, 45; Rom 5:17). Adam (as were the
angels) was a direct creation of God. We are the sons of a fallen Adam
(cf. Jn 1:11,12).

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed)
the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,

Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which was the son
of Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph,

Which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Amos, which was the
son of Naum, which was the son of Esli, which was the son of Nagge,

Which was the son of Maath, which was the son of Mattathias, which was the
son of Semei, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Juda,
Which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, which was the son
of Zorobabel, which was the son of Salathiel, which was the son of Neri,
Which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Addi, which was the son
of Cosam, which was the son of ElImodam, which was the son of Er,

Which was the son of Jose, which was the son of Eliezer, which was the son
of Jorim, which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi,

Which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of Juda, which was the son
of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son of Eliakim,

Which was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan, which was the son
of Mattatha, which was the son of Nathan, which was the son of David,
Which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, which was the son of
Booz, which was the son of Salmon, which was the son of Naasson,

Which was the son of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram, which was the
son of Esrom, which was the son of Phares, which was the son of Judah,
Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, which was the son of
Abraham, which was the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor,

Which was the son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the son
of Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was the son of Sala,

Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, which was the
son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the son of Lamech,

Which was the son of Mathusala, which was the son of Enoch, which was the
son of Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan,
Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam,
which was the son of God.
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The Genealogy of Christ

A Hidden Message in Noah’s genealogy:

Adam Man

Seth Appointed

Enosh Mortal

Kenan Sorrow

W ELEIEE The Blessed God
Jared Shall come down
Enoch Teaching
Methuselah His Death Shall Bring
Lamech The Despairing

Noah Comfort, Rest

The Genealogy of Christ

Luke

Adam S

Abraham

Seth |saac

Enosh

Kenan =
Mahalalel Shem
Jared
Enoch Salah

Lamech Peleg
Noah Reu

Arphaxad

=5 Jacob

Judah
Pharez

Hezron Same
Ram as

Amminadab
NESHERER Matthew

Salmon

1
|
]
Methuselah; Eber
1
]
1
1

L___! Serug

Nahor Boge

Obed
Jesse
David

Why the Virgin Birth?

There are many theological reasons, but one simple reason is to provide
away around the blood curse on Jeconiah. Mary, having married within
tribe, carries the inheritance: Heli would have adopted Joseph as his
son-in-law. As per the Torah exception provided for the daughters of
Zelophehad.
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The Genealogy of Christ

Luke

=i
Abraham Nathan
|saac Mattatha
Jacob Menan
Judah Melea
Pharez Eliakim
Hezron Jonan
Ram Joseph
Amminadab Juda
Nahshon Simeon
Salmon Levi
Boaz Matthat

Obed Jorim
Jesse Eliezer

-
]

: =

| Elmodam

1 Cosam

: Addi

| Melchi

! Neri Mattathias
: Salathiel Joseph
1 Zerubbabel Janna
1 Rhesa Melchi

: Joanna Levi

| Juda Matthat
i Joseph Heli

]

1

1

Semei (Mary)

EREGIES
|

The Torah provides for inheritance through the daughter, if no sons
were available and she married within her tribe (Num 26:33; 27:1-11;
36:2-12; Josh17:3-6; 1 Chr 7:15). By tradition, the father would legally
adopt his son-in-law in such cases (Ezra 2:61; Neh 7:63; 32:41; cf.1
Chr 2:21-23, 34-35; Num 27:3-8).

We discover that every detail in Scripture proves to be deliberate and
relevant and ultimately points to Jesus Christ!

The Genealogy of Christ

Pharez: Pharez was the illegitimate son of Judah and Tamar (Gen 38:6-
29); an illegitimate son cannot inherit for 10 generations (Deut 23:2).
The 10" generation from Pharez was David! (Ruth 4:12).

Matthew’s “Fourteen Generations”? Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah all
died violent deaths; God thus dealing with idolatry literally “to the third
and fourth generations” (Ex 20:4-5): their names are therefore “blotted
out” according to the Law (Deut 29:20).

Jehoiakim and Jechoniah likewise, since the kingdom ended as an in-

dependent kingdom with Josiah’s death at Megiddo. Thus these were
“blotted out” of the groups of “14 generations” in Matthew’s account.
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The House of David

38]

Why are Salathiel and Zerubbabel mentioned in both genealogies?

Option 1: Two different sets of men with the same names due to tradi-
tion.

Option 2: If the same two, Neri, the Son of Nathan, might have been
deeded the throne of David because of the death of Jeconiah, and his
blood curse. (Salathiel would have been Neri’s blood son and Jeconiah’s
legal son for inheritance purposes).

Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam,
which was the son of God.

“...son of God”: Christ the Son of God became a son of Adam so that
we, sons of Adam, could become the sons of God (Jn 1:11-12). Those
that are born once die twice. Those that are born twice die once.

Review

e Chapter 1: Design Structure; Annunciations; Birth of John the
Baptist.

»  Chapter 2: Birth of Jesus; Early Years.

*  Chapter 3: Ministry of John the Baptist; Baptism of Jesus;
Genealogy of Jesus

Major Sections

*  Galilean Ministry Ch. 4-9
*  Towards Jerusalem Ch. 10-19
*  Final offer, Rejection, Sacrifice Ch. 20-23
*  Resurrection & Ascension Ch. 24

Next Session

Study Luke Chapter 4.

Read: Isaiah 14:12-17; Satan’s origin and ambition;
Ephesians 6:10-18; Spiritual Warfare.
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Luke 4

“Quadraphonic” Design of the Gospels

—  Matthew: Jesus as the Messiah

—  Mark: Jesus as the Suffering Servant
—  Luke: Jesus as the Son of Man

— John: Jesus as the Son of God

Every detail of each of the four Gospels supports their specific design
objective.

Design Structure of Four Gospels

nt Son of Man |
-

What Jesus:
First
Miracle:
Ends With:

Style:

Only in Luke

*  The visits of the angel Gabriel to Zacharias and to Mary.

e The song of Mary, and the prophecy of Zacharias.

*  The birth of Christ in a stable.

*  The angel’s announcement to the shepherds.

*  The presentation of the Child Jesus in the temple at Jerusalem.
*  The welcome given by Anna and Simeon.

e The first meeting in Nazareth (Luke 4).

*  The great draught of fishes.
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*  The interview with the woman of the city in the house of Simon
the Pharisee (Luke 7).

*  The beautiful incident of Mary at the feet of Jesus.

*  The mission of the seventy (Luke 10).

*  Much of the material of Luke 11-18 inclusive is told only by Luke,
as also the story of Zaccheus.

It is Luke alone who mentions the coming of the angel to our Saviour
to strengthen Him in His Gethsemane agony. And had it not been for
Luke, we would never have known of the penitent thief, nor of the
visit of our risen Lord with the two disciples on the way to and in their
home at Emmaus.

Unique Parables

»  The story of the Good Samaritan

*  The rich fool

*  The barren fig-tree

»  The great supper (not to be confounded with the marriage of the
king’s son as given in Matthew)

*  The lost coin

»  The prodigal son

*  The unjust steward

»  The story of Lazarus

*  The unjust judge and the widow

*  The Pharisee and the publican

*  The parable of the pounds...

...are all given by Luke. (The last-mentioned, while similar to the par-
able of the talents, is, nevertheless, quite a different story.)

Review

*  Chapter 1: Design Structure; Annunciations; Birth of John the
Baptist.

»  Chapter 2: Birth of Jesus; Early Years.

*  Chapter 3: Ministry of John the Baptist; Baptism of Jesus;
Genealogy of Jesus

Major Sections

*  Galilean Ministry Ch. 4-9
*  Towards Jerusalem Ch. 10-19
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*  Final offer, Rejection, Sacrifice Ch. 20-23
*  Resurrection & Ascension Ch. 24
Luke Chapter 4
VV.
*  Temptations by Satan 1-13
*  Physical needs 1-4 #1:
¢ Glory & Dominion 5-8
«  Diversion of Mission 9-13 3]
*  Galilean Ministry 14-44

The Temptation of Christ

2]

Presenting His Mandate 14-24

— Unpopular Sermon 25-30
— Demoniac 31-37
— Peter’s Mother-in-law  38-39

The Temptation of Christ is
found in three Gospels (Lk 4:1-
13; Mt 4:1-11; Mk 1:12-13). It
is an epic conflict, specifically
arranged by the Holy Spirit.

And Jesus being full of the Holy
Ghost returned from Jordan, and
was led by the Spirit into the wilder-
ness,

The traditional site of Jesus’
temptation is a barren area northwest of the Dead Sea.

Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing:
and when they were ended, he afterward hungered.

Fasting is not just for Old Testament (Mt 6:16, 9:15):

*  One day fast: relatively easy.

*  Three day fast: requires some education.

*  Extended fasts: Be very careful! Educate yourself and make
preparations for both fasting and coming off the fast.

«...forty days”: Six weeks without food. Parallelism? Some commentar-
ies note that Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness continued for 40 days,
just as Israel’s wanderings and temptation continued for 40 years in the
wilderness. Quail and manna for 40 years (cf. Ex 16, Deut 8). A “40
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days” interval is prominent in the Old Testament (Gen 7:4; Ex 24:18;
1 Kgs 19:8; Jonah 3:4).

The first Adam was tempted in a beautiful garden and failed. The Last
Adam was tempted in a dangerous wilderness and succeeded.

Physical Needs

And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone
that it be made bread.

Greek is the most explicit language ever devised. (Perhaps that is why
God chose it for the New Testament.)

“If” in the Greek: Conditional Classes:
1) “if” and “it’s so0”; thus, “since, indeed,”
2) “if” and “it’s not s0”;
3) “if”: maybe it’s so and maybe it’s not;
4) “if”: I wished it was so but it’s probably not.

This is a Class 1: “Since, indeed, you are the Son of God...” Not a
supposition but an affirmation! His deity was the basis for this first
temptation. (If he wasn’t the son of God, it’s meaningless.)

Satan was also slandering the nature of humanity: the physical is an
incomplete description of the needs of humanity.

Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory
is in their shame, who mind earthly things.
Philippians 3:19

And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word of God.

He is quoting Deut 8:3. Jesus quotes from Deuteronomy all three times
during these temptations. (Jesus quotes from all five books of the Moses
and attributes each of them to Moses.)

In Deut 8, Moses had reminded the people of the manna which God
had given them. Though the manna was on the ground, it was still a
test of faith for the people. They had to believe that God’s Word was

trustworthy for their existence.

(Jesus quoted more from Deuteronomy than any other book.)
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Power vs. Authority

*  Jesus had the power to do anything, but the authority to do only
that which the Father had willed (cf. Jn 5:17, 30; 8:28; 10:17-18;
15:10, 15).

«  Jesus did not use His divine attributes for selfish purposes (Phil
2:5-8).

*  (Some suggest he used the power of the Holy Spirit because he
was walking in our shoes.)

Whenever we label different spheres of our lives as “physical,” “material,”
“financial,” et al., we are bound to exclude God out of areas where He
rightfully belongs: “There is nothing secular before the throne of God.”
God wants to be involved in everything in your life. God does not want
to be first on a list of ten, He wants to be first on a list of One.

What digestion is to the body, meditation is to the soul. Jesus spent 40
days in meditation.

Luke reversed the second and third temptations. Perhaps to parallel
a moral order? (1 Jn 2:16). Matthew’s order is probably the actual
chronological order (Mt 4:5).

#2: Glory and Dominion

3]

6]

And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.

And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of
them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.

Aprofound insight into Satan’s abilities. A vision? Hyperspace? Satan’s
claim is clearly valid or the temptation is has no meaning (Jn 12:21;
14:30). Notice that Satan is claiming, “Mine is the kingdom, the power,
and the glory.”

Satan claimed the earth as his possession: This is a challenge by Satan
of the right of Christ to enter into the principality which Satan, from
the day he was first created, had held in fief, and over which he now
claimed suzerainty by right of possession. Whatever else he had lost in
his fall, Satan’s kingdom had not (yet) been taken from him.

[Some attribute this as a reference to a Great Rebellion in the ostensible
interval between Gen 1:1 and Gen 1:2.]
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In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth
was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
Genesis 1:1,2
When did Satan fall?

For thus saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that
formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it
not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the LORD; and there
is none else.

Isaiah 45:18

This would seem to contradict the translation of Gen 1:2 (cf. G. H.
Pember, Earth’s Earliest Ages, 1814).

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. But the earth
became without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep.
Genesis 1:1,2
There is an exegetical issue in the translation:

“But”: is an adversative conjunction (LXX); “became” is a transitive
verb indicating action (ISV). In this view, there is an interval between
verses 1 and 2 during which Satan fell and the earth was judged (and
verse 2 onward is a reconstruction).

Who is the “god of this world?”” Satan (2 Cor 4:4).
If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.

Satan’s offer was valid but the terms were unacceptable. The Father
had already promised to give the Son all the kingdoms of the world (Ps
2:7-8). But first the Son had to suffer and die (Jn 12:23-33; Rev 5:8-10).
Satan was offering a shortcut (cf. Mt 16:21-23).

And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

Jesus is quoting Deuteronomy 6:13: Moses warned the people about
their attitude when they finally were to get into the land and achieve
some glory and dominion. When we are prosperous, that'’s when we re
in real danger. The temptation for them would be to praise themselves
and forget to worship God. Jesus, by quoting the verse, showed that He
would not make that mistake: He would give Godhead the credit and
not take it for Himself—He would not fail as Israel had failed.
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Satan has always sought worship (Isa 14:12-17). Whatever we worship,
we will serve. We become like the gods we worship (2 Kgs 17:15; Ps
115:8; 135:1). That’s why we need to worship Christ! Man’s greatest
problem today is how to push aside every other allegiance but the
eternal one.

In the Matthew account (Mt 6:9-13), Jesus subsequently gathers His
disciples on the mount and teaches them to pray (in what should be
called “the Disciples’ Prayer”—the real “Lord’s Prayer” is found in
John 17).

The Disciple’s Prayer teaches us:

1) to approach God as Father;

2) to recognize His holiness (in contrast to the ruler of this world);
3) to desire His kingdom and doing His will;

4) to pray for their daily bread,

5) and the forgiveness of their sins;

6) to ask to be kept from testing;

7) to be delivered from the Evil One.

The Matthew account echoes the words that Satan had used in his pre-
posterous claim. The disciples are taught to ascribe The Kingdom, the
Power, and the Glory to God alone.
[Cf. The Kingdom, Power, and Glory,
by Chuck and Nancy Missler, 2009.]

[The Roman Catholic Church uses the shorter form of the prayer as
found in Luke, which excludes, “For thine is the kingdom, and the
power and the glory.”]

The world cannot solve any of its own problems because it is subject
to the one who is the god of this age (2 Cor 4:4).

#3: Altering His Mission

9]

10]
11]

And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and
said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence:

For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:

And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone.

Quoting Scripture isn’t enough. Satan can do it. Satan misquoted Psalm
91:11-12; he omitted “in all thy ways.” Satan’s first step: fo create doubt
in God's Word.
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12]

13]

And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.

In Mt 4:7: “On the other hand...” (NASB). Jesus quotes Deut. 6:16,
balancing Scripture with Scripture. The ultimate context is the “whole
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).

The pinnacle was probably the high point in the southeast corner of the
Temple, far above the Kidron Valley. Satan attempts to get Jesus to seek
acceptance of the people without going to the cross; testing whether
God'’s plan is really the only way.

That was exactly the situation Moses wrote about, which Jesus quoted
(Deut 6:16). Moses referred back to a time when the people wondered
whether God was really with them (Ex 17:7).

Jesus was confident of the fact that God was with Him and that the
Father’s plan and timing were perfect. Trust never employs tricks to
find out whether the one trusted is trustworthy.

When a child of God is in the will of God, he can claim the Father’s
protection and provision; Butifhe willfully gets into trouble and expects
God to rescue him, then he is tempting God.

... for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.
Romans 14:23b

In Jesus’ three temptations, Satan questioned:

 First: The Father’s love;
» Second: Jesus’ hope;
* Third: The Father’s faithfulness.

ThePinnacle ofthe Temple: Inthe 70-Week Prophecy of Daniel (Dan9:27)
the term mi> kanaph is translated “overspreading” in the King James
Version, but it is also an architectural term for a pinnacle. Perhaps there
will be yet another who will accept Satan’s offer...

And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a
season.

Only for a season. He’ll be back.

Let us be as watchful after the victory as before the battle.
Andrew Bonar
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All human governments have been built up on one of three (false)
foundations (re. Matthew’s order):

1) The Bread Basis: relying only on the physical,

2) TheFalseReligion Basis: emphasizing the spectacular (experience).
Build your faith on the Word of God.

3) The Compromise Basis.

We have at our disposal the same spiritual resources that Jesus used:

1) Prayer (Lk 3:21)

2) The Father’s love (Lk 3:22)

3) The power of the Spirit (Lk 4:1)

4) The Word of God: “It is written. . .” Memorize the Scripture.

5) Plus, we may come to Him as our sympathetic high priest to
overcome the Tempter (Heb 2:16-18; 4:14-16).

The Galilean Ministry

14]

15]

An entire year appears to have elapsed between the Temptation and
the continuing narrative (cf. John 1-4). Herod had silenced the voice
of John the Baptist by putting him in prison.

Jesus moved into Galilee, into Herod s tetrarchy, and made it His base
of operations for the coming months.

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out
a fame of him through all the region round about.

And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

It was His custom to attend public worship (Heb 10:24-25).

Presenting His Mandate

16]
17]

18]

19]

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom
was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.
And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when he
had opened the book, he found the place where it was written,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon [epi] me, because he hath anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

Note the period! The Jewish rabbis viewed this passage as Messianic.
Compare this with Isaiah 61:1, 2 (the NT quote is from the LXX):
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20]

21]

22]

23]

24]

The Spiritof the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed
me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening
of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year
of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God.

Isaiah 61:1,2

Sometimes what is missing is the most important point of all. Jesus
ceased reading at the “comma.” (Luke was quoting the LXX.)

And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And
the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

In the Synagogue, a man would stand to read, but sit to preach. Sitting
down was assuming the position of the preacher.

And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your
ears.

You can imagine how shocked they were when He declared that they
were witnessing the specific fulfillment of this prophecy. (The remain-
der of the verse, “the Day of Vengeance of our God,” will occur at His
Second Coming.)

The “acceptable year of the Lord” may be a reference to the Jubilee
Year (Lev 25): slaves were set free; leased property reverted back to
the owners; debts were cancelled.

Peter calls the Second Coming, “the time of restitution of all things.”
(Acts 3:21). Peter was often “Mr. Foot-in-Mouth” in his own power.
When filled with the Holy Spirit, however, Peter spoke with great skill
(Acts 2 & 3).

And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son?

And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician,
heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in
thy country.

And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own coun-
try.

The Unpopular Sermon

25]

But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when
the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was
throughout all the land;
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26]

27]

But unto none of them was Elijah sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto
a woman that was a widow.

Recorded in 1 Kings 17:7-16.

And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of
them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

Naaman the Syrian

28]

29]

30]

Naaman was the commander of the armies of Benhadad II in the time
of Joram, king of Israel. He was afflicted with leprosy, and when the
little Hebrew slave-girl that waited on his wife told her of a prophet
in Samaria who could cure her master, he obtained a letter from Ben-
hadad and proceeded with it to Joram. The king of Israel suspected in
this some evil design against him—probably a pretext for war—and
rent his clothes.

Elisha the prophet hearing of this, sent for Naaman, and the strange
interview which took place is recorded in 2 Kgs 5:1-19. He was cured
of his leprosy by dipping himself seven times in the Jordan, according
to the instructions from Elisha.

And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with
wrath,

Why? What offended them so? Whenever we, as Gentiles, might miss
something, the Jewish leadership comes to our rescue! We need to
understand why they are so upset. Each of the examples were Gentiles!
Jesus is alluding to the Doctrine of Election. . .

And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the
hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong.

(On the Sabbath Day...) Some wanted to kill him, but He was not killed
until the proper time, when He chose to die (Jn 10:15, 17-18).

But he passing through the midst of them went his way,

When (not if!) you visit Nazareth, you will understand this better: it is
built on a hillside overlooking the Jezreel Valley.

Capernaum

31]

And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sab-
bath days.
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32]

“Down”:
Nazareth: £
1,200 ft. above sea level; =
Capernaum:

“...came down to Capernaum”: According to Josephus, there were at
least 240 towns and villages in this area, and Capernaum was the center
of activity. Three primary highways joined there: to Tyre and Sidon;
to Damascus; and to Jerusalem.

Jesus established His headquarters here (Mt 4:13-16); i.e., “His own
city” (Mt 9:1). The synagogue here was built by a Gentile, a centurion
(Lk 7:5). One of its rulers was Jairus (Lk 8:41). The home of fishermen
Peter and Andrew.

And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power.

«...astonished” - é&kmAnoow - ekplesso, “to strike with panic or shock,”
“struck with amazement.”

The Demoniac

33]

34]

35]

36]

And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil,
and cried out with a loud voice,

Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God.

“...what do we to do with thee”: They recognize who he is! Note the
plural! Demons believe in God, and tremble (James 2:19).

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And
when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him
not.

“Hold thy peace” - Literally, “Be muzzled!”

And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word
is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and
they come out.
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37]

“...they were all amazed” = dumbfounded.

And the fame of him went out into every place of the country round about.

Peter’s Mother-in-Law

38]

39]

Andhearose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon’s house. And Simon’s
wife’s mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her.

Dr. Luke notes that it was a “great” fever: life threatening.

And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately
she arose and ministered unto them.

Jesus had rebuked a demon, he rebuked a fever, and later would rebuke
a storm (Lk 8:24).

Spiritual Warfare

40]

41]

Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases
brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed
them.

Shabbat was over. People could feel freer to come be healed.

And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the
Son of God. And he rebuking them suftered them not to speak: for they knew
that he was Christ.

Jesus did not want his attestation to come from demons. Again, the
demons acknowledge who He is. These are not “psychiatric” cases.
They were knowledgeable, malevolent spirit beings.

All these things have their root in career of Satan (cf. Isaiah 14; Ezekiel
28). These refer to knowledgeable, resourceful beings who are out to
destroy you, deceive you, confuse you, and get you to doubt God. Deceit
is Satan's primary weapon.

Our Imperative

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his
might.

Ephesians 6:10
This is a command
Be continually strong
You receive the action

*  Imperative Mood:
e Present Tense:
e Passive Voice:
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42]

43]

44]

})

“..power...”: kpateL kratei, “power that overcomes resistance,” (as
used in Christ’s miracles)

«...might”: ioybog ischyos of God’s inherent strength:

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil.
Ephesians 6:11

The form of the Greek imperative put on indicates that believers are
responsible for putting on God’s (not their) full armor TavotAlav pano-
plian. Be completely armed (also in v.13) before the battle begins...you
are already on enemy turf!

Forwe wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.
Ephesians 6:12
Against ranks of (fallen) angels and demons. ..

«...rulers” =koopokpatwp - kosmokrator, or “Cosmocrats,” high ranking angels.
However, Christ’s authority is comprehensive:

Your armor is essential and from God. Do a careful study of Ephesians
6:10-18...and review it periodically!

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth.
Matthew 28:18

Greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world.

And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: and the people
sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from
them.

And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also:
for therefore am I sent.

And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee.

Galilean Ministry

*  Chapter 5: Jesus’ fame spreads; Peter, James, John & Levi chosen
»  Chapter 6: Challenging the Sabbath; choosing the 12 Apostles

*  Chapter 7: Four responses in Capernaum

»  Chapter 8: Parable: The Sower; The Deviled Ham; Jairus’ daughter
*  Chapter 9: Feeding the 5,000; The Transfiguration
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Next Session

Study Luke Chapter 5. Should a Christian fast? What does “disciple-
ship” entail?

Luke 5

In this chapter, Jesus will demonstrate the authority He declared in
reading His mandate from Isaiah to the synagogue in Nazareth in
Luke 4.

Jesus has gone through Galilee ministering for some time; His fame
has begun to spread.

Background: Meeting the Disciples

The incident recorded here in the opening is not the first time Jesus had
been in contact with the men whom He called to be His disciples. Luke
already had indicated that Jesus had healed Simon’s mother-in-law,
which denotes previous contact with Simon and Andrew.

This seems to be at least the third time Jesus had contact with these
men. In John 1:41 Andrew told Peter that he had found the Messiah
(and John apparently told James).

In Mark 1:16-20 (also Mt 4:18-22) Jesus called Simon, Andrew, James
and John. Mark recorded that that call was before Jesus entered the syna-
gogue in Capernaum and healed a man who was demon-possessed.

Now, some time later, Peter and the others were still apparently partners
ina fishing business with at least two ships. Jesus, having established His
authority (Lk 4:31-44), called these men into full-time discipleship.

L F

And it came to pass, that, as
the people pressed upon him to
hear the word of God, he stood
by the lake of Gennesaret,

“...lake of Gennesaret”:
from =92 kinnowr, it is a
harp-shaped lake. We call
it the “Sea” of Galilee. It’s
also known as the “Sea” of

Tiberias.

2]

And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of
them, and were washing their nets.

This should not be confused with another later incident when they were
mending their nets. They had finished an all-night vigil with little to show
for it. (Fishing includes carp, sardine, mullet, catfish, and combfish.)

Piscare ergo sum. “I fish, therefore I am.”

The Ancient Boat Discovery

In 1986, a 2000-year-old boat was discovered preserved in mud dur-
ing a record low. It was radiocarbon dated: 85 B.c. - 15 A.p. and thus
appears typical of the Gospel period. It appears to be the kind of fish-
ing boat they would have used in Jesus’ day. It is approximately 27 ft
long, 7 > ft wide.

After careful chemical treatments, it has been placed on display in
a specially built facility, Yigal Allon Museum, next to Kibbutz Nof
Ginosar, since 1995.

And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him that he
would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people
out of the ship.

He used the boat as an improvised pulpit to address the pressing
crowd.

Jesus’ Fame Spreads

4]

Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep,
and let down your nets for a draught.
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10]

Jesus assumed command. He’s always in command.

And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and
have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.

As a professional fisherman, he knew that during the day the fish would
be too deep.

“...Master” = emiotatne - epistates, overseer; Captain.

“...nevertheless”: in respect...reluctant obedience. Miracles are always
preceded by obedience. If Peter had not obeyed, he would not have
witnessed the miracle. . .

And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and
their net brake.

At another early morning, later, after the resurrection, this would again
be a means of recognition (Jn 21:1-13). Peter then went fishing—a
reprise of the incident here.

And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they
should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that
they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw if, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from
me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.

“..Iam a sinful man, O Lord”: This is always the response in the Bible
when people are confronted with deity: Peter recognizes that Jesus is not
mere mortal man. He saw himselfin perspective. Much like the reactions
of Job (Job 42:5, 6), Isaiah (Isa 6:1-5), and John (Rev 1:17).

When confronted with God, the experience is overwhelming. We’re
presented with both the majesty of the Deity, and an awareness of our
own unworthiness.

For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes
which they had taken:

“...astonished”: Thambos: “amazement seized him and all those with
him.” This was the reaction of the experienced professionals...

And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners

with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt
catch men.
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11]

12]

We know very little of Andrew, and James was martyred very early
(Acts 12:1, 2), but Peter and John were granted many years of devoted
service and their written ministry has edified untold millions.

«_..thou shalt catch men”: Greek verb {wypew - zogreo = catch men
alive. A call to full-time discipleship. A second call. There was also a
third (Jn 21). [Are you in a full-time ministry?]

And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed
him.

Forsook all: they left everything. They turned their backs on their invest-
ment, livelihood, families, etc.

The next two healings brought about a confrontation with the religious
establishment - the first such conflict recorded in Luke. Both healings
authenticated Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah (Lk 4:18-21)

And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a man full of leprosy:
who seeing Jesus fell on /is face, and besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt,

thou canst make me clean.

“...full of leprosy”: an advanced state; serious.

Leprosy: A “Type” of Sin (Isa 1:4-6)

e It is constitutional
e Itis loathsome
e Itis infectious
e It (was) incurable

Lepers and the Law

It was the task of the Jewish priest to examine people to determine
whether they were lepers (Lev 13).

The Law commanded strict segregation of a person who had leprosy,
for it was a graphic picture of uncleanness. A leprous person could
not worship at the central sanctuary; he was ceremonially unclean and
therefore cut off completely from the community.

Sin controls by two lies: 1) Nothing is wrong with us. 2) Nothing can
be done for us; we are beyond help. Our misconceptions about Satan
are the same way: He doesn’t exist; He is too powerful to conquer.
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13]

14]

15]

And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be thou clean. And
immediately the leprosy departed from him.

The leper had broken the law to get to Jesus. He was supposed to avoid
people, ringing bells and yelling, “Unclean!”

Did Jesus break the Law? A leper was not to be touched.

— I believe He touched a cleansed man (Lk 5:12).
— He became sin for us (2 Cor 5:21).

— He never “healed” a leper. He cleansed them.
— He is willing to save (1 Tim 2:4; 2 Pet 3:9).

— He is able to save (Heb 7:25).

He can do it now (2 Cor 6:2).

When someone clean touched something unclean, the clean be-
came unclean. Luke showed that Jesus was the Source of cer-
emonial cleansing: If He was the Source of cleansing for that leper;
He would also be the Source of cleansing for the nation.

And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thyself to the priest, and
offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto
them.

Healing from leprosy was rare: the OT records only Miriam and Naa-
man as having been cleansed of leprosy (Num 12; 2 Kgs 5). Thus it may
have been extremely unusual for a person to present himself before the
priest and offer the sacrifices for cleansing.

Instructions for an offering for cleansing from leprosy are given in
Lev 14:1-32: to fulfill the Law. Luke emphasized the phrase “for a
testimony to them.”

The fact that a man would go to the priest claiming healing from leprosy
would alert the leadership in Israel that the Messianic Age had come.

Why did Jesus command him not to tell anyone? Two possible reasons:

1) The man was to go immediately to the priest to be a testimonyj; it
was required by the law.

2) As the news of Jesus’ healing power spread, He was constantly
besieged by people, which caused Him to have to withdraw.

But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him: and great multitudes
came together to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirmities.
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16]

17]

Jesus told him to be quiet; he told everyone. Jesus told us to tell ev-
eryone; and yet we keep quiet.

And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed.

If He thought it was necessary, what about us! Prayer is the best antidote
for stress and pressure.

And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teach