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The Book of Leviticus
Session 1

Introduction

Here is a book that is ostensibly of special interest only to the religious
antiquarian. Most regard it with indifference or doubt, and it certainly
seems distant from any relevance to our current horizon for most of us.
Soitmay come as a surprise to discover that there are anumber of Biblical
experts who regard the Book of Leviticus as the most important book
of the Bible! Dr. Samuel H. Kellogg, Dr. Albert C. Dudley, J. Vernon
McGee, et al.

Ifitwere possible to get the message of this book into the hearts of all people
who are trying to be religious, all cults and ‘isms’ would end.

J. Vernon McGee
What is the most important thing in the world? Holiness.

He that sees the beauty of holiness, or true moral good, sees the greatest
and most important thing in the world.
Jonathan Edwards

Holiness vs. Happiness: True happiness begins with holiness.

Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord:
Hebrews 12:14

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they
shall befilled.
Matthew 5:6

IfThadmy choice of all the blessings I can conceive of Iwould choose perfect
conformity to the Lord Jesus, or, in one word, holiness.
Charles Spurgeon

[Would you make that choice?]
We want Jesus to solve our problems and carry our burdens, but we

don’twant Him to control our lives and change our character. Eight times
God said to His people, “Be Holy, for  am Holy.”



Key Verse(s): Be Holy, for I am holy.
Leviticus 11:44, 45

Applied to the New Testament Church:

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.
1 Peter 1:15, 16

Holiness isn’t a luxury: it’s a necessity. It is not “limited to the Jews in
ancient Israel”: Leviticus instructs New Testament Christians how to
appreciate holiness and appropriate it into their everyday lives.

Most frequent words:
Holy 94X in 77 verses
Uncleanness 129X in 96 verses

Five Basic Themes:'

1. A Holy God

What s “holiness”? Itis the primary emphasis in the Bible. This word
occurs 87 times in this book.

And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed
you from other people, that ye should be mine.
Leviticus 20:26

The Hebrew word for “holy” used in Leviticus, up godesh, means “that
which is set apart and marked off; that which is different; separateness;
apartness; sacredness.”

The Sabbath was holy because God setit apart for His people (Ex 16:23).
The priests were holy because they were set apart to minister to the Lord
(Lev 21:7-8). Their garments were holy and could not be duplicated for
commonuse (Ex 28:2). The tithe was holy (Lev27:30). Anything that God
said was holy had to be treated differently from the common things of
life.

The English word “holy *“ comes from the Old English word halig, which
means “to be whole, to be healthy.” The related word “sanctify” comes
from the Latin sanctis, which means “consecrated, sacred, blameless.”



How did a Holy God reveal Himself and His Holiness? The religions of
the nations of Canaan (and the other regions as well) were notoriously
immoral and involved occultic idols, temple prostitution, and the like.
(Thereligions of Greece and Rome weren’t much better.) For thisreason,
God commanded His people to stay away from their altars and shrines
and to refuse to learn their ways.

You never call any of the heathen deities “holy.” But the “Holy One of
Israel” is one of the most oft-repeated names of YHWH in Scripture (30X
in Isaiah alone).

He also gave them a Holy Law that contained both promises and
penalties, of which the Ten Commandments are the essence (Ex 20:1-17).
It taught them right from wrong, defined things both clean and unclean,
and outlined the penalties of disobedience.

In both declaration and demonstration, YHWH made it clear to the
people of Israel that He is a holy God, righteous in all His works and just
in all His judgments.

The requirements of holiness is uncompromising. Near misses don’t
count. “The wages of sinis death” (Rom 6:23), and “the soul that sinneth,
itshall die” (Ezek 18:4).

Even Socrates recognized the paradox of a holy God:

It may be that Deity can forgive sins, but I don’t see how.
Socrates, 500 B.c.

The Predicament of Man

“In his fallen, degenerate condition, man is /ost.

Darkness, which he cannot dissipate, is all around him.

Stains of guilt, which he cannot wash out, are upon him.

The curse of condemnation stands written against him, beyond his
power to expunge it, or check it off.

A foul disease is fretting through all his nature, against which there is
no earthly antidote or remedy.

Death and decay are on him, and cling to him as part of himself, and he
cannot cut loose from them.

Eternity itself, so far as his own strength goes, can bring him only sorrow
and despair.

But God come to us in this desperate estate, and proffers, through
Christ, an eternal deliverance.



For darkness, He proposes to give us light.
For sin, He holds out to us the means of an effectual cleansing.
For condemnation, He tenders to us a present and full reprieve.
For all our ailments, He engages to work for us an abiding cure.
And for our corruption and death, He offers us glory and immortality.
In one word, He proposes to save us.
Restoration—complete restoration—is now proclaimed from the
heavens as the portion of those who will receive it through Jesus Christ.
It is a blessed proclamation.
It is, indeed, Good News—glad tidings of great joy.
And this proclamation is the Gospel.”
Joseph A. Seiss

God’s Predicament

God hates sin, but He loves sinners. And because He loves sinners and
wants to forgive them, He provided a substitute to die in the sinner’s
place. The whole sacrificial system declared to Israel that a substitution! ]
ary death would be required in the sinner’s place. All this was a
prefiguring ofa promised Savior who would lay down His life for the sins
of the world.

What is the “Gospel”? It is God’s proclamation of a plan of mercy to
sinners.

The very definition of the “Gospel” is built on these very specifications:

That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; And that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

1 Corinthians 15:3, 4

The death of Jesus Christ was not a tragedy; it was an achievement. He
didn’tjustdie: He fulfilled the myriads of precise specifications detailed
in the Scriptures. The entire sacrificial system pointed toward this most
significant event in the universe.

Science can tell of God, see His fingerprints throughout the Creation, and
trace His footsteps everywhere; but it cannot tell of any remedy for sin,
any Savior of the soul, nor any peace for the guilty. It is more important
for us to understand the laws of grace than the laws of nature.

[God has devoted only two chapters to the one, and over 500 to the
other.]



2. A Holy Priesthood

The Jewish priesthood belonged only to the tribe of Levi, the third son
of Jacob and Leah (Gen 29:34; 35:23). Levi was the father of Gershom,
Kohath, and Merari (Gen46:11). Kohath’s son Amram was the father of
Aaron, Moses, and Miriam (Num 26:58-59).

Aaron was the first high priest and his male descendants became priests,
with the firstborn son in each generation inheriting the high priesthood.
(You couldn’t be a priest unless you had Levi genes!) Every priest was
aLevite, butnotevery Levite was a priest. The rest of the men in the tribe
of Levi were assigned to serve as assistants to the priests.

The Levites were substitutes for the firstborn males in Israel, all of whom
had to be dedicated to the Lord (Ex 13:11-6; Num 3:12-13,44-51).

David divided the thousands of Levites into 24 courses (this is a key to
understanding the 24 Elders in the Book of Revelation). The title of the
book, “Leviticus,” derives from “Levi” and means “pertaining to the
Levites.” They are only mentioned once (Lev 25:32).

The priests had to not only come from the tribe of Levi, but they also had
to be free of any physical defects, and not marry women whom God
disapproved (Lev 21, 22). They were subject to many special laws for
bathing, garments, and other details that did not apply to the common
people. Inevery way they were set apart and, therefore, holy to the Lord.

The Levites were in charge of the sanctuary, and during the wilderness
wanderings they carried the tent and its furnishings from place to place
(Num 1:47-54). They were responsible to guard the sanctuary (1 Chr
9:19); to teach the people the Law (Deut 33:8-11; Neh 8:7-9); and, to lead
the worshipers in praising god (1Chr 28:28-32).

Under penalty of death: Only a holy priesthood could approach God’s
altar and be acceptable to serve God. If they weren’t dressed properly
(Ex28:39-43); ifthey didn’t wash properly (30:20-21); if they tried to serve
while unclean (Lev 22:9); if they were careless with the Tabernacle
furnishings (Num 4:14, 20) ...they were in danger of death.

Jesusis, of course, our High Priest (Heb 9:25-26). And every true believer
in Jesus Christ is a priest of God, with the privilege of offering spiritual
sacrifices through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 2:5, 9).



In the OT, God’s people had a priesthood; in the NT, God’s people are
apriesthood (Rev 1:6).

Through faith in Christ, we’ve been
* washed (1 Cor 6:9-11);
¢ clothed in His righteousness (2 Cor 5:21);
* anointed by the Spirit (1 John 2:20, 27); and
* given access into His presence (Heb 10:19-20).

3. A Holy People

God’s purpose for Israel was that the nation be “a kingdom of priests and
aholynation” (Ex 19:6). Everything was either “holy” (setapart for God’s
exclusiveuse) or “common.” “Common” things were either “clean” (the
people could use them) or “unclean” (it was forbidden to use them).

The laws governing marriage, birth, diets, personal cleanliness, the
quarantine of diseased persons, and the burial of the dead—while they
certainly involved hygienic benefits—were all reminders that God'’s
people couldn’t live any way they pleased.

They had to learn to “put a difference between unclean and clean” (Lev
10:10). And there were ceremonial provisions for cleansing and repair of
failures...

When Israel started to live like pagans, they robbed God of His glory;
and the Lord had to chasten them.

The frailties of our own genetic defects are provided for if we, too, comply
with His provision for our inadequacies.

4. A Holy Land

A holy God wants His people to live in a holy land. In Leviticus 18-27,
the word “land” isused 68 times. The sins that defile the land invite divine
judgment: immorality (Chapter 18);idolatry (Chapter 19); capital crimes
(Chapter 20); blasphemy (Chapter 23); and, refusing to give the land its
rest (Chapter 25).

When the people of Israel committed these sins, God had to chasten
them by allowing Babylon to destroy Jerusalem and take the people
captive (2Chr34:14-21).



The nations of the world don’t have the same covenant relationship to

God that Israel has—not even the United States. But all are still

responsible to obey His moral law and to use His gifts wisely (Amos 1[]
2). And with our unique heritage we need to realize that to whom much

is given, much will be required. For a long list of reasons, the United

States is overdue for judgment.

Rise and Fall of Nations

The rise and fall of empires can be mapped by their treatment of God’s
chosen people. After the Spanish Inquisition tortured the Jews, the
Great Armada of Spain was destroyed by the British; from that point on
Britannia, not Spain, ruled the waves.

When Great Britain abrogated the Balfour Declaration, causing Jews to
20 to concentration camps instead of to the land promised to them, the
sun began to set on the British empire.

During WWII, the Germans built walls around the Jewish ghettos of
Europe; any Jew climbing over the wall to escape was machine-gunned
to death. Within a few years a wall was built around Berlin; any German
climbing over it was machine-gunned to death.

The Berlin Wall remained standing until the last leader of the generation
of Germans responsible for the Holocaust was dead. Immediately after
the death of Rudolf Hess in Spandau Prison, the Berlin Wall came down.

[The judgment overdue on America is possibly being deferred because
ofGen12:2,3...]

1 tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, that His justice
cannot sleep forever.
Thomas Jefferson

5. A Holy Savior

Every detail in the Scriptures points toward Christ:

For the law having a shadow of good things to come...
Hebrews 10:1

Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me,
Psalm 40:7 (also quoted in Heb 10:7)



Jesus emphasized that on the Emmaus Road:

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in
all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
Luke 24:27

And again that evening in the upper room:

And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while
1 was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

Luke 24:44

And none are more fundamental than those that deal with His substitul ]
tionary performance on our behalf. No amount of good works orreligious
efforts canmake a sinner holy. Only the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse
us from our sins (1 Jn 1:7).

And only a risen, glorified Savior can intercede for us at the throne of
God asour Advocate (1Jn2:1)and high priest (Heb 8:1; Rom 8:34). Just
as the nation of Israel had to beware of that which was unclean and
defiling, so also must believers today

...cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.
2 Corinthians 7:1

The Occasion of the Book

The book begins with a Vav connective, 1 (“And”), which connects it
with the preceding book of Exodus.

In Genesis we see man ruined.
In Exodus we see man redeemed by God.
In Leviticus we see man worshiping God.

The Kingdom of God, rejected by corporate humanity in the founding
ofthe Babel world power, continued on the earth in a few still-loyal souls
in the line of Abraham and his seed. Now, at last, according to promise,
it had been formally and visibly reestablished on earth at Mt. Sinai.



The fundamental law of the kingdom contained in the Ten Command!
ments, and certain applications of the same, was received and solemnly
covenanted to by Israel with the sprinkling of blood (Ex 24:3-7).

YHWH then issued the specifications for the building of the Tabernacle
(“tent of meeting”), and the Shekinah cloud covered the Tabernacle,
manifesting the presence of the King of Israel.

Out of the Tabernacle, YHWH now called unto Moses and delivered the
law as we have it in this book.

About 10 weeks after their deliverance from Egypt, the Israelites arrived
at Mt. Sinai (Ex 19:1). Moses erected the Tabernacle on the 1% day of
the I**month ofthe 2" year of liberation (Ex 40:17); Ex 16-40 covers about
9 months (Num 9:1-5). The Book of Numbers opens with a census being
taken on the 1% day of the 2™ month of the 2™ year (Num 1:1). Thus,
Leviticus covers only about a month of Israel’s history.

Exodus Contrasted with Leviticus:

1]

In Exodus we see an offer of pardon;

Leviticus offers purity.
In Exodus we have God’s approach to man;

Leviticus describe man’s approach to God.
In Exodus Christ is the Savior;

In Leviticus Christ is the Sanctifier.
In Exodus man’s guilt is prominent;

In Leviticus man’s defilement is prominent.
In Exodus God speaks out of Mt. Sinai;

In Leviticus He speaks out of the Tabernacle.
In Exodus man is made nigh unto God;

In Leviticus man is kept nigh unto God.

Leviticus 1

And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle
of the congregation, saying,

The book opens with the Hebrew word, xp*1 vayigara, which means
“and He called...” (This is the title of the book in the Hebrew text. The
Greek translators of the Septuagint devised the title Leviticus as it deals



with institutions committed to the priests, who were of the tribe of Levi.
The Talmud, for similar reasons, calls it “the law of the priests.”)

The Church is the eklesia, the “called out ones.” This is a book for those
who are called out: saved. Thus, it is message for us.

Itis God thatis the direct speaker on almost every page. “The Lord spake
unto Moses” directly. This is asserted 56 times in the 27 chapters. Itis
more entirely made up of the very words of the Lord than any other book
ofthe Bible. [Moses: About 1/3 of the OT was written by this remarkable
man. He was, and remains, the great Lawgiver and Historian of the
world.]

Authority

We won'’t trouble ourselves with the various theories and conjectures
of “higher criticism” (an oxymoron from the liberal seminaries). There
are those that quibble about possible redactory alterations during the
days of Ezra, etc. (We’ll take up some of these later as we get to them.)
We will simply take the most authoritative authentication possible: That
of Jesus Christ Himself. He has spoken on this matter.

Asto the Torah in general, He called it “the Law of Moses™ (Lk 24:44);
and He declared it to be such that “till heaven and earth pass away, not
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass away from the law, till all be
fulfilled” (Mt 5:18). [Could this somehow exclude the book of Leviticus?
Was it a forgery, with 56 affirmations of its Mosaic origin and inspired
authority, and thus somehow excluded?]

Jesus said that if the Jews had believed Moses they would also have
believed Him (Jn 5:46, 47). Was He including Leviticus as a forgery?
More specifically, when Jesus healed the lepers (Mt 8:4) He sent them
to the priests on the ground that Moses had commanded this in such
cases. Such a command is only in Leviticus (Lev 14:3-10).

In justifying His disciples for plucking the ears of corn on the Sabbath
day, He alludes to the example of David, who ate the shew-bread when
he was in flight from Saul, “which was not lawful for him to eat, but only
for the priests” (Mt 12:4); thus, referring to a law found only in Leviticus
(Lev 24:9). This citation was only pertinent on the ground that the
prohibition of the shew-bread had the same inspired authority as the
obligation of the Sabbath.



Jesus refers to Moses as having renewed the ordinance of circumcision
(Jn 7:22, 23), having been first given to Abraham; but this renewal is
recorded only in Leviticus (Lev 12:3). Our Lord Himself rests the
obligation of certain duties upon the fact that this law of Leviticus was
a revelation from God to Moses for the children of Israel.

Jesus declared “that Moses wrote of Him” (Jn 5:46), and, as He high!(
lighted on the Emmaus Road, “the things concerning Himself” (Lk 24:27).

The defense rests...on the testimony of the Messiah Himself.
Leviticus is quoted over 100 times in the NT.

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

1 Corinthians 10:11

Now these things were our examples...
1 Corinthians 10:6

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope.

Romans 15:4

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.’
2 Tim 3:16,17
Cf. 1 Pet 1:10-12; Heb 11:13

Itisabook of worship. Sacrifices, ceremony, ritual, liturgy, instructions,
washings, convocations, holy days, observances, conditions, and
warnings comprise this book. Worship today is no longer by ritual or in
aspecificplace (Jn4:21-24).

The laws of Leviticus constantly held before the Israelite the absolute
holiness of God as the only standard of perfection.

There are three key emphases in the Book of Leviticus:



1) The Awfulness of Sin.

Blood is mentioned over 88 times.

Without the shedding of blood there is no remission.
Hebrews 9:22

2) The Graciousness of God.

With equal clearness it also proclaims that with the shedding of blood
there can be remission of sin to every believing penitent. In God’s grace,
He also provided for the remedies for their inevitable failures and
restoration.

3) The Sacrifice of Christ.

Apart from any relation to the New Testament, the prescriptions given in
Leviticus dwindle down to a burdensome round of uninviting and mean!’
ingless ceremonies, seemingly unworthy of so high an origin, or so solemn
a method of inculcation.

Joseph A. Seiss

Without the New Testament, the Old Testament closes with:

 Unexplained ceremonies (sacrificial rituals);
» Unachieved purposes (the covenants);

» Unappeased longings (poetical books);

* Unfulfilled prophecies.

The New Testament is in the Old Testament concealed;
The Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed.
Augustine

Relevance of this Book to Us Today
* A revelation of the character of God. And God has not changed.
* A revelation of the fundamental conditions of true religion. The
spiritual truths still abide: there is for sinful man no citizenship in the
kingdom of God apart from a High Priest and Mediator with a

propitiatory sacrifice for sin.

*  Beyond the self-offering of the worshiper of God stands the
constant testimony that it is only through the shedding of blood not



his own that man can have remission of sin. We can’t appreciate
Christ as the solution until we understand the requirements which
had to be met.

The Sacrifices

“Atonement” occurs 45X in this book. It means to “cover up.” One of
the key verses in Leviticus is:

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the
altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh
an atonement for the soul.

Leviticus 17:11

While the sacrifices were codified in the Levitical system of the Torah,
the sacrifices were instituted as early as the Garden of Eden when God
taught Adam and Eve that only by the shedding of innocent blood would
they be covered (Gen 3:21).

(It was through the failure to properly offer a blood sacrifice of faith,
rather than that of his own works from a cursed ground, that Cain
murdered his younger brother Abel.)

The shedding of animal blood couldn’t change a person’s heart or take
away sin (Heb 10:1-4). However, God did state that the sins of the
worshiperwere forgiven (Lev4:20,26,31,35;5:10,13,16,18;6:7). Hedid
this on the basis of, and in anticipation of, the sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross (Heb 10:5-14). [Like some people in churches today, Jewish
worshipers could merely go through the motions at the altar, without
putting their heart into it; but this meant that God had not truly forgiven
them (Ps 50:8-14;61:16-17;1sa 1:10-20; Micah 6:6-8). God doesn’t want
our sacrifices: He wants obedience from our hearts (1 Sam 15:22).]

Six basic offerings could be brought to the Tabernacle altar. They can
be classified in three categories:

The Commitment to God
These three speak of total dedication to the Lord.
The Burnt Offering

The Grain or Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
The Drink Offering (Num 15:1-10)



The other three met specific needs in the life of the worshiper and also
expressed some truth about the person and work of Jesus Christ, God’s
perfectsacrifice:

The Communion with God
The Fellowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering
The Cleansing from God

The Sin Offering
The Guilt (“Trespass,” KIV) Offering

These offerings are detailed in the first seven chapters.

The consecration of the priests, detailed in Chapters 8, 9, and 10, will
reveal how shallow and inadequate is our thinking on Christian consel |
cration. The diet God provided for His people in Chapter 11 was hygienic
and therapeutic, and contains much spiritual food for our souls.

God’s attitudes toward motherhood—and womanhood—are profiled in
Chapter 12.

The prominence given to leprosy and its treatment—as a type of sin—
is detailed in Chapters 13-15. The cleansing of the leper finds its
fulfillment in the death and resurrection of Christ as typified in the
unusual sacrifice of the two birds. If we are to escape the defilement of
sin in this world we need to now a great deal about the death and
resurrection of Christ and the application of it to our own lives.

The Day of Atonement—Yom Kippur—is a complete portrait of the
sacrifice of Christ in Chapter 16.

The role of the Brazen Altar highlights the essential characteristics of
the Cross in Chapter 17.

Chapters 18-22 reveals how the minute details of the daily lives of the
human family are to be involved with Him. God wants to be involved in
your business, your family life, and your social life. We must beware lest
we shut Him out of our lives.

They say that a Jew’s catechism is his calendar, and the feasts detailed
in Chapter 23 furn



Chapters 24-27 furnish an interpretation of the Promised Land, its
checkered history, and an insight into its future prominence in God’s
program. Itisespecially timely in view of the international meddling and
controversies over Israel’s right to the land which dominates global
politics today.

Our Hermeneutics

The Epistle to the Hebrews lays down the principles upon which we are
to interpret Leviticus. The examples of types there furnish a model for
our guidance to other cases. (Allegories, types, etc. prove nothing, but
they do declare and open a text that it may be better perceived and
understood.)

The typical character of the ordinances is affirmed that the Tabernacle
was an “example and shadow ofthe heavenly things” (Heb 8:5); and the
sacrifices prefigured “better sacrifices than these,” even the one offer( |
ing of Him who “putaway sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb 9:23, 26);
and that the holy times and sabbatic seasons of the law were “a shadow
ofthings to come” (Col 2:16, 17).

And yet there’s still more to be fulfilled: We have seen the “type” of
the day of atonement fulfilled in the entering into heaven of our great
High Priest; but in the type He came out again to bless the people. Has
that been fulfilled? Has He yet proclaimed absolution of sin to guilty
Israel? How about the Feast of Trumpets and that of the ingathering at
full harvest? How about that consummate type of all, the year of Jubilee?

Leviticus looks forward to a glorious future yet to come, with the
requirements of holiness fully met in Him.

Fasten your seat belts! It’s going to be an exciting and highly privileged

excursion!
* * *

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1)  Why do some scholars hold Leviticus as one of the most important
in the Bible?

2) What is meant by “holiness”?



The other three met specific needs in the life of the worshiper and also
expressed some truth about the person and work of Jesus Christ, God’s
perfectsacrifice:

The Communion with God
The Fellowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering
The Cleansing from God

The Sin Offering
The Guilt (“Trespass,” KIV) Offering

These offerings are detailed in the first seven chapters.

The consecration of the priests, detailed in Chapters 8, 9, and 10, will
reveal how shallow and inadequate is our thinking on Christian consel |
cration. The diet God provided for His people in Chapter 11 was hygienic
and therapeutic, and contains much spiritual food for our souls.

God’s attitudes toward motherhood—and womanhood—are profiled in
Chapter 12.

The prominence given to leprosy and its treatment—as a type of sin—
is detailed in Chapters 13-15. The cleansing of the leper finds its
fulfillment in the death and resurrection of Christ as typified in the
unusual sacrifice of the two birds. If we are to escape the defilement of
sin in this world we need to now a great deal about the death and
resurrection of Christ and the application of it to our own lives.

The Day of Atonement—Yom Kippur—is a complete portrait of the
sacrifice of Christ in Chapter 16.

The role of the Brazen Altar highlights the essential characteristics of
the Cross in Chapter 17.

Chapters 18-22 reveals how the minute details of the daily lives of the
human family are to be involved with Him. God wants to be involved in
your business, your family life, and your social life. We must beware lest
we shut Him out of our lives.

They say that a Jew’s catechism is his calendar, and the feasts detailed
in Chapter 23 furnishes the prophetic program of God’s agenda for all
time.



4) Explore the evidences that the Sabbath day was instituted prior to
the giving of the Law to Israel. What does that imply for today, in
anything?

Preparation for Next Session:

Study Leviticus 1-7. Read Genesis 4:1-13.

Session 2
Leviticus 1 (cont.)
X"pn  vayiqara
“and He called...”

1t may be that Deity can forgive sins, but I don’t see how.
Socrates, 500 B.c.

Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.
John 1:29

Here, in this book entitled, “The Called,” we will discover, encased in
these ancient rituals, the most fundamental and essential truth in God’s
program. Widely ignored, even by diligent students of God’s Word, this
profound book was included in Paul’s observation:

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope.

Romans 15:4
It was also included by the Lord Himself when He pointed out:
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God.
Matthew 4:4
And it deals with very core of God’s plan of redemption for each one of us.

The Sacrifices

While the sacrifices were codified in the Levitical system of the Torah,
the sacrifices were instituted as early as the Garden of Eden when God



taught Adam and Eve that only by the shedding of innocent blood would
they be covered (Gen 3:21).

It was through his failure to properly offer a blood sacrifice of faith, rather
than that of his own works from a cursed ground, that Cain murdered his
younger brother Abel (Gen 4).

One of the key verses in Leviticus is,

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the
altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh
an atonement for the soul.

Leviticus 17:11

“Atonement” occurs 45X in Leviticus; it means “to cover,” not remove.
Blood is the substance of life; as sin is the forfeiture of life.

...without shedding of blood is no remission.
Hebrews 9:22

The shedding of animal blood couldn’t change a person’s heart or take
away sin (Heb 10:1-4). However, God did state that the sins of the
worshiperwere forgiven (Lev4:20,26,31,35;5:10,13,16,18;6:7). Hedid
this on the basis of, and in anticipation of, the sacrifice of Jesus on the
cross (Heb 10:5-14).

Six basic offerings could be brought to the Tabernacle altar. They each

teach us something essential about Christ and His sacrifice on our
behalf. They can be classified in 3 categories:

The Commitment to God
The Burnt Offering
The Grain or Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
The Drink Offering (Num 15:1-10)
These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met

specific needs in the life of the worshiper and also expressed some truth
about our relationship with Him.

The Communion with God

The Fellowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering



The Cleansing from God

The Sin Offering
The Guilt (“Trespass,” KJV) Offering

These offerings are detailed in the first seven chapters; we will begin with
the most basic:

The Burnt Offering

This is the oldest offering known to man. It was the offering of Abel,
Noah, and Abraham. It is mentioned first because of'its prominence and
priority.

The burnt offering is the offering mentioned up to the time of Leviticus;
it was the only offering made by those who wanted an approach to God.
The burnt sacrifice, called 75y olah in Hebrew, means “that which
ascends.” It literally went up in smoke—it was totally consumed on the
altar; nothing remained but ashes. This reveals that the burnt offering
is what God sees in Christ: in Leviticus 1:9, 13, & 17, the sacrifice is a
“sweet savour unto the Lord.”

“Sweet-smelling savour”: Literally, mimymm reyach niychoach, “savour
of rest,” a soothing, quieting, tranquillizing scent, fragrance, aroma,
odour, staying His wrath and calming His soul.

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Ephesians 5:2

Cf. The rest after the Flood: Genesis 8:21. [Our new beginning in Christ
was on the anniversary of the new world (Gen 8:4), which also began on
the 17" day of Nisan, three days after our Passover was offered!]

God is saying that He is satisfied with what Jesus did for your sins and
mine. Jesus has paid it all for you and that He can save you to the
uttermost if you will put your trust in Him. The question is, Are you
satisfied with that?

It had to involve death. 1t is not the spotless life of Christ and our
approval of Him that saves us. Only His death can save the sinner: This
is the very definition of the Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4).



Leviticus 1

And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle
of the congregation, saying,

The book opens with the Hebrew word, xp"1 vayigara, which means
“and He called....” This is the title of the book in the Hebrew text. The
Greek translators of the Septuagint devised the title Leviticus as it deals
with institutions committed to the priests, who were of the tribe of Levi.
The Talmud, for similar reasons, calls it “the law of the priests.”

The Church is the eklesia, the “called-out ones.” This is abook for those
who are called out—saved: Thus, it is a message for us.

Itis God thatis the direct speaker on almost every page. “The Lord spake
unto Moses” directly. This is asserted 56 times in the 27 chapters. This
book is more entirely made up of the very words of the Lord than any
other book of the Bible.

“Out of the Tabernacle”: God is no longer speaking from the top of
Mount Sinai in thunder and lightning. As soon as the Tabernacle was
set up, He called to Moses from the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies.

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring
an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of
the herd, and of the flock.

“Ifany man...” means “whosoever will may come.”

Two types of animals were used in the burnt offering: Animals ofthe herd
are cattle; of the flock are sheep. Excluded were animals of prey and
carnivorous animals. Animals that live by the death of others could
never typify Christ, who came to give His life aransom for many. A further
restriction was that the animal must be a clean animal and it must be
domesticated. It could not be taken in the hunt. Only that which was
valuable and dear to the owner could be offered because it prefigures
Christ. God spared not His own Son.

Each of these were horned animals, which traditionally symbolized
power, honor and authority. Christ suffered on the Cross, but the Father
suffered in heaven.



The final restriction was that the animal was one that was obedient to
man: Christ was the obedient servant. He came to minister and He was
obedient unto death.

There are six parts to the blood ritual:

1) The Presentation;

2) The Laying on of the Hand;

3) TheKilling ofthe Victim;

4)  The Sprinkling of the Blood;

5) The Burning;

6) [The Sacrificial Meal (omitted in this one).]

(Each offering type will have distinctives in each of these that relate to
its particular signification.)

Ifhis offering be aburntsacrifice of the herd, lethim offer amale without blemish:
he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation before the LORD.

The sacrifice is to be a male, and without blemish. This, too, speaks of
the Second Adam, Christ(1Jn3:5; 1 Pet2:22;2 Cor5:2;Heb 7:26; Mt 3:17).
It must be without blemish; the most perfect of its kind. God claims the
best that we have. Itis impossible to induce purity by anything impure.

[This will be different in the peace offerings, which typify the effects of
Christ’s sacrifice on the receiver, which may be imperfectly experienced
by the sinner, even though the work itself is perfect.]

“He shall offeritofhis own voluntary will”: The offeror would bring the
victim himself. The Hebrew phrase rendered “of his voluntary will” is
better rendered “that he may be accepted before the Lord.”" By doing
so he signified his acceptance of God’s gracious arrangements on his
behalf. No one can do for another.

Also, this was free will with a vengeance: this is equivalent to “Ifany man
thirst, lethim come...” (Jn 7:37). Anyone can come to Christifhe chooses
to come. Youdon’thave to come to Christ. Butifyou wantto be saved,
then you will have to come to Christ; there’s no other way (Jn 14:6; Acts
4:12).

[Youmay think that is dogmatic and narrow. Itis. Butit works; nothing
elsewill.]



The door of the Tabernacle was the only way in. If you want to come
to God, then you must come this one way because God has established
this as the only way! He made the place; He writes the rules.

You cannot come to God on the basis of your own “righteousness” (Isa
64:6; Tit 3:5). You must come to Him on His terms, not ours. You can’t
work forit. You can’t buy it. But it is free for the receiving—through
faith in Christ.

And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be
accepted for him to make atonement for him.

This was an act of designation:

This symbolized a transfer, according to God’s merciful provision, of an
obligation to suffer for sin, from the offeror to the innocent victim.
Henceforth, the victim stood in the offeror’s place, and was dealt with
accordingly.

S. H. Kellogg

The offeror was confessing that he deserved to die. The little animal was
dying a substitutionary death in the place of the offeror. That’s what
Christdid forus. When you designate Him as your Savior, He takes your
place in your stead (2 Cor 5:21; Rom 4:25). The Hebrew word here, 7o
samak, means to lean heavily or rest upon another (Cf. Ps 88:7).

Atonement simply means to cover, not to remove; it occurs 45X in this
book.

Foritis not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins.
Hebrews 10:4

Only the Lamb of God can remove sin.

The offeror, having left his sins, conveyed to the victim, now steps aside.
This is all of his part. The treatment of the victim is God’s part.

This offering was done publicly. He went down to the tabernacle, and
the animal was slain in a public act.

The sinner needs to confess Christ publicly. This is the primary meaning
of baptism today. Baptism means “to be identified with.” It symbolizes
an identity with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-4).



The Ritual

Like some people in churches today, Jewish worshipers could merely go
through the motions at the altar, without putting their heart into it; but
this meant that God had not truly forgiven them (Ps 50:8-14;61:16-17; Isa
1:10-20; Micah 6:6-8). God doesn’t want our sacrifices: He wants
obedience from our hearts (1 Sam 15:22). But there is much to learn from
the details here (Rom 15:4).

And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons,
shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is
by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Having “transferred” his obligation to suffer for his sins, the sinner
would bring his offering to the entrance of the tabernacle where he would
be met by a priest. The sinner himself would slay the victim. (There is
an exceptionin vv.14, 15).

For the wages of sin is death...
Romans 6:23

The innocent died for the guilty. The model is quite clear:

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit:

1 Peter 3:18

There has been much discussion about just who is responsible for the
death of Christ. They typically indict the religious leaders, the Jews, the
Romans, etc. If you want to blame someone, blame me! It was my fault.
And yours. It was our sins which put Him on that Cross. Only the blood
of Christ can cleanse us from all sin.

After the slaying of the victim, the priest took over by sprinkling the
blood about the altar. The blood represented life and the sprinkling
presented it to God. (The term for sprinkling is p7r zarag, to scatter
abundantly in large quantities.)

[We, too, leave it to our heavenly Priest to act in our behalf with God.]

God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor 14:33): all had to be done
decently and in order.



The offering was to be cut into pieces so that it might be exposed and
more easily consumed by fire.

And he shall flay the burnt offering, and cut it into his pieces.

Flayed: totally uncovered; a complete undoing; with no protection from
God’s view.

The inner life of the Lord Jesus has been open for inspection for almost
2,000 years; He has been examined more than any other person. And still
the question continues: “Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?”

“Into his pieces”: a deliberate and systematic procedure; each stroke
relentless, determined.

And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood
in order upon the fire:

And the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat, in order
upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:

The head and the fat: one inward; the other outward.

But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the
fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.

Psalm 37:20

But his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall burn all
on the altar, 7o be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour
unto the LORD.

Again, “inwards” and “legs”: the inward and outward. We cannot give
our bodies to God and reserve our hearts. The whole man must go, or
nothing.

Fearnotthem whichkill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 10:28

“Washed”? Prefiguring the just for the unjust: Christ taking our place.
“All” burnt: Here in the burnt offering, everything was consumed: the

sinews, horns, bones, hoof, the wool on the sheep’s head, the hair on
the goat’s beard, etc.



10]

11]

12]

13]

And if his offering be of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats, for a
burnt sacrifice; he shall bring it a male without blemish.

Here a lamb is specifically included.

...He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
Isaiah 53:7

And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward before the LORD: and the
priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the altar.

(The Cross, and the garden tomb, was on the north side of the city. See
our notes appended to Session 5.)

And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the priest shall
lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar:

The defenseless victim left without a covering...

But he shall wash the inwards and the legs with water: and the priest shall bring
it all, and burn if upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

Cutinpieces and totally exposed. The sacrifice is now totally disfigured;
a mass of disjointed bones and mangled flesh.

...His visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than
the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations...
Isaiah 52:14, 15

Fire represents the resistless power of God, which:
sometimes destroys (Deut 9:3),
sometimes cleanses,
sometimes purifies (Mal 3:3), and
sometimes consumes (Deut 4:24; Heb 12:29).

This sacrifice speaks to the total commitment of Christto God. Absolute
consecration.

The reason there is so much that is phony in Christian service is that we
arenotserving God unless we are letting Him cleanse and purify our life.
We have forgotten this matter of holiness today.



Of Fowls

14]

15]

16]

17]

And if the burnt sacrifice for his offering to the LORD be of fowls, then he shall
bring his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons.

Poverty was no excuse for not bringing an offering to God. A bird could
be substituted for the more expensive animal. (Joseph and Mary did.)

The Hebrew word is mmi2, ben yonah, “sons of the dove.” This, too,
had to be a male. (The dove after the Flood brought the olive branch, the
message of peace...)

And the priest shall bring it unto the altar, and wring off his head, and burn it
on the altar; and the blood thereof shall be wrung out at the side of the altar:

...Awful violence done to one so pure, so tender, and so lovely.

...He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.
Isaiah 53:9

And he shall pluck away his crop with his feathers, and cast it beside the altar
on the east part, by the place of the ashes:

The crop, containing the food, seems to be considered unclean because
it is an emblem of appetites. The feathers are removed because they are
a covering to the dove.

And he shall cleave it with the wings thereof, but shall not divide i asunder: and
the priest shall burn it upon the altar, upon the wood that is upon the fire: it
is aburnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

The cleaving, vou shaca, implies a separation that is not complete; a
dislocation, not a disruption of the parts; as is explained in the clause,
“but shall not divide it asunder.”

For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone
of him shall not be broken.
John 19:36

Cf.Ex12:46;Num9:12; Ps22:14;34:20. The sweet savor was the reason
for the sacrifice. And this is what God sees in Christ.



The Whole of it Was Burned

This ritual was an outward rite corresponding to an inward experience:
it was an act of worship.

It is not so much Christ representing His people in atoning death—that
will come later—as it is Christ representing His people in perfect
consecration and entire self-surrender to God. In a word, perfect
obedience.

He has become our perfect Example of what consecration to God really
is. Later, in Chapter 6, we’ll also review some special offering require! |
ments for the priests. We will discover that the burnt offering was not
occasional, it was continuous!

“Each morning we should imitate the priest of old in putting away all that
might dull the flame of our devotion, and, morning by morning, when we
arise, and evening by evening, when we retire, by a solemn act of self]
consecration give ourselves anew unto the Lord.”

We need to understand God’s heart; Leviticus gives an essential
glimpse. He changes not.

Conclusion

We find the distinctions between clean and unclean in Noah’s day (Gen
7:211; 8:20). We find, in Abraham’s day, the heifer, the goat, the turtle and
the pigeon (Gen 15:9), and the mention of “commandments, statutes, and
laws” (Gen 26:5), parallel to Lev 26:46. We then begin to recognize that
these fuller instructions in Leviticus are simply the expansion of what
Adam first received when he had to leave Eden.

Some think that sin is nothing; that God is too good and merciful to
punish it. Why has God chosen such awful illustrations of His consum/ ]
ing wrathuponit? Why has He Himself ordained so much blood, death( ]
agony, and burning, as the only means of covering it? Why did He leave
His own Son to such unspeakable suffering when found among the
guilty? Did God fail to love his Son in that dreadful extremity?

If the stroke invoked by sin so overwhelmed the soul of Him whose voice
could hush the storm and stop the ocean’s billows, yea drive out devils and
raise the putrid dead; what shall be thy portion, helpless mortal, when that
stroke comes to be visited on thee? If God did not spare His own Son from



an immolation like this, how can He spare you in your impenitence and
unbelief?
J.A. Seiss

There yet remains one other particular to be noticed with regard to this
atoning offering: the perfect freedom with which any and everyone
mightavail himselfofits benefits. It was not confined to any special time,
and demanded no specific precedent events or the like: the notion of “his
own voluntary will” (v.3) was paramount.

So now, let’s get personal:

God sees Christ as the only One who can satisfy Him for you sins. Have
you seen Him like that? Do you have the sacrifice of Christ between you
and your sins? Has His blood been shed that you might live? Have you
trusted Him foday? Are you still trying to bring your little puny selfand
your trite goodness to offer to a truly holy God?

God won’t take that. He only accepts what Christ has done for you and
He counts the righteousness of Christ as your righteousness. He made
this place; He writes the rules.

This book of Leviticus is for the people of God. Those that are saved.
You are only a heartbeat from eternity. Trust Him right now and live!

k % k

In the next session, we’ll take up the grain or meal (“meat,” KJV)
offerings.

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1)  Why was the offeror the one who slew the animal?
2) Why did he lay on his hands first?
3) Describe the significance of each of the five steps in the ritual of the

burnt offering from both an Old Testament and a New Testament
perspective.



4)  What did John the Baptist means when he introduced Jesus as “the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29)?

5)  What is the definition of the Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4)?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) Why is death necessary in dealing with sin?

2)  Why will there be sacrifices during the Millennium? Wasn’t
Christ’s sacrifice once-and-for-all and thus sufficient?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Sketch an annotated diagram of the Tabernacle, detailing the role
and nature of each of the elements.

2) List the various evidences that seem to support the recent discov!
ery that the real Mt. Sinai is in Arabia, rather than the traditional
location.

3) Explain the relationship between Genesis 8:4 and the resurrection
which occurred on the 37 day after Passover (the 14" of Nisan). Note
Exodus 12:2 establishes a second calendar, making Nisan the 1% r
ather than the 7™ month.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Leviticus Chapters 2 - 7. Review Hebrews.

Notes:

1. Kellogg, p.49.
2. Kellogg, p.71.



Session 3
Leviticus 2 & 3
Meal and Peace Offerings

Review
Six basic offerings could be brought to the Tabernacle altar. They each

teach us something essential about Christ and His sacrifice on our
behalf. They can be classified in three categories:

1) The Commitment to God
The Burnt Offering
The Grain or Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
[The Drink Offering (Num 15:1-10)]
These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met

specific needs in the life of the worshiper and also expressed some truth
about our relationship with Him.

2) The Communion with God
The Fellowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering
3) The Cleansing from God

The Sin Offering
The Guilt (“Trespass,” KJV) Offering

In this session we will explore the Grain or Meal Offering and the
Fellowship (or “Peace”) Offering in Leviticus Chapters 2 & 3.

Introduction

In the Book of Daniel we find an interesting division in terminology:

...He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease...
Daniel 9:27

Here reference is made to two great divisions: Sacrifices with, and
without, blood.



The words are more exactly, “He shall cause the sacrifices and the [mmn
nisnxi] meat [or meal] offering to cease.” (Also soin 1 Sam 3:14; Psalm
40:6.)

“Meat offering”: so called by the KJV translators because the greater
part of it was used for food; the term today would be better “meal
offering.” It represents the offeror’s person and property, his body and
his possessions.

When he had, by the burnt offering obtained full acceptance for his soul,
he comes next to give up his whole substance to the Lord who has
redeemed him.

The meal offering was generally presented along with some animal
sacrifice to demonstrate the connection between the pardon of sin and
devotion to the Lord. According to Exodus 29, during the ordination of
the priests, it was not allowable to present a burnt offering without
accompanying it with a meal offering.

The moment we are pardoned, all that we are and all that we have, become
the property of Christ.

What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
isinyou, which ye have of God, andye are notyour own? Foryeare bought
with a price...

1 Corinthians 6:19

Our Kinsman-Redeemer first buys Ruth, the Moabitess herself, and next
He claims also the field and inheritance. The type which was to represent
this dedication of body and property was one thathad no blood involved:
for blood is the life or soul, which has already been offered.

This fundamental distinction seems to have existed as early as the days
of Adam. Cain’s offering of first fruits might have been acceptable as
a “meal offering” if it had been founded upon a slain lamb and had
followed as a consequence from that sacrifice.'

Cain did not have faith in the Seed of the Woman, therefore his offering
was hateful to God. He attempted to present himself and his property
to God as if they had been under no curse and needed to blood first to
wash them. He sought to be accepted by his own holiness and was thus
sidestepping the provision of salvation by Christ!



Sanctification Before Justification?

1]

Acts of charity, substituted for Christ’s completed work, as a means of
pacifying the conscience, make up precisely this sin of Cain! (Cf. Heb
11:4).

Nor are they less mistaken who think that by self-denial, and by doing
good to others in their life and conduct, to obtain favor and acceptance
before God. Thisis equivalentto offering the meal offering before being
cleansed by the burnt offering. This, tragically, is attempting to sidestep
the blood of the Lamb!

The meal offering was presented daily, along with the morning and
evening sacrifice, teaching us to give all that we have—not by irregular
impulse on scattered interrupted occasions—but daily.

The chiefapplication, of course, is to Christ Himself: in all His work of
obedience: soul and body.

Take eat, this is my body...
Mt 26:26; 1 Cor 11:24

Fine wheat, pure, unspotted; baked in suffering... He, too, is the Ultimate
Example: offering all His possessions in heaven and earth, all presented
to, and accepted by the Father.

Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God,
even the Father; when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and
power. For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under his feet. The
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For He hath put all things under
His feet. (Butwhen He saith all things are put under Him, it is manifest that
He is excepted, which did put all things under Him.) And when all things
shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto
Him that put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.

1 Corinthians 15:24-28

Leviticus 2
The Meal Offering

And when any will offer a meat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall be
of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense thereon:



Fine flour: n5c soleth, not the coarser myp gemach;, sifted well. Not
lessthan 1/10th ofan ephah (5:11); inmost cases muchmore (Num 7:13).
It was taken from the best of their fields, and cleansed from the bran by
passing through the sieve. The rich seem to have offered it in the form
of fine flour, white as snow, heaping it up on a silver bowl in a princely
manner.

It thus formed a type of man’s self and substance, dedicated to God,
when made pure by the blood of sacrifice that had removed his sin.

The oil: denoted setting it apart. Jacob used oil at Bethel in setting apart
his stone pillow to commemorate his vision (Gen 28:18); every priestand
king was thus set apart for his office. Oil also speaks of the Holy Spirit
as He sets apart as He pleases for any office.

This was not common oil, but the 0il of unction, or holy oil. It was made
to specific directions: of pure myrrh, sweet cinnamon, sweet calamus,
cassia, and olive oil (Ex 30:23-25).

Frankincense: (was made with a special formula (Ex 30:34)). Itdenotes
the acceptableness of the offering. As a flower or plant—the rose of
Sharon or the balm of Gilead—it would induce any passing traveler to
stoop down and regale himself with their fragrance; so the testimony of
Christ’s work to the character of the Godhead. Cf. Song 4:6; Est 2:12.
Also,cf. Isa61:1;Ps45:7; Heb 9:14. One of the prophetic gifts of the Magi,
speaking to His office as Priest.

[Satan desired Peter to be sifted as wheat (Luke 22:31)...]

And he shall bring it to Aaron’s sons the priests: and he shall take thereout his
handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense
thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial of it upon the altar, to be an
offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD:

“All the Frankincense thereof” = to express complete acceptance.

“The memorial of it” = the part for the whole, as if bringing the offeror
into God’s remembrance; we need not detail the dedication of our body
and property, but a part is an earnest of the whole. Cf. Acts 10:4,
Cornelius’ “prayers and alms” are called a “memorial”’; a specimen of the
whole man’s dedication. He was already accepted; his meal offering was
the dedication of his self and substance, acknowledged by God by the
gift of more light and opportunity.



And the remnant of the meat offering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’: it is a thing
most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.

It is declared “most holy;” we are assured of the true and thorough
acceptance of dedicated things, when once we are forgiven. We should
regard every member of our body, and everything we possess, as
belonging to God “Ye are not your own.”

And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering baken in the oven, it shall be
unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed
with oil.

Just as there were alternatives in regards the burnt offerings (fouls as
well as other animals), there were also diversities of form here: For the
rich, fine flour from the finest of the wheat; otherwise, a meal offering
baked in the oven; larger cakes had oil mingled through them; smaller
wafers had oil on them. The oil that sets apart must not be omitted.

Always unleavened. Leaven symbolized sin: corruption at work; it
corrupts by puffing up! [Grudgingly, restlessness, impatience, et al., are
offerings with leaven...]

And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in a pan, it shall be of fine flour
unleavened, mingled with oil.

Having no oven, baken in the fire-plate, or pan; or, at least, prepared in
afryingpan (Cf. 1 Chr23:29). God excuses none, of whatever rank, from
dedicating themselves and their substance to Him. The widow cast her
lasttwo mites (Mk 12:42-44).

Thou shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering.
The division into pieces suggest that every part of our substance is to
be givenup. We mustallow God to divide and appropriate as He pleases.

Each part must be anointed with oil.

And if thy oblation be a meat offering baken in the fryingpan, it shall be made
of fine flour with oil.

The frying pan (Arabic: Tagen) indicated poverty.

And thou shalt bring the meat offering that is made of these things unto the
LORD: and when it is presented unto the priest, he shall bring it unto the altar.



9]

10]

11]

12]

13]

14]

The priest will not despise the lesser offerings.

And the priest shall take from the meat offering a memorial thereof, and shall
burn it upon the altar: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the
LORD.

The “memorial” (v.2) is to be done as much in the poorer as with the fine
flour. There is no virtue in size or in quality of the thing.

Cf. Paul”s “sweet smell” of the poor Philippians’ generous gifts (Phil
4:18).

And that which is left of the meat offering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’: it is
a thing most holy of the offerings of the LORD made by fire.

Cf. v.3. We cannot say “I give myselfto the Lord,” and then do as we
please. The Lord takes us at our word. We are no more our own.

No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto the LORD, shall be made with
leaven: for ye shall burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of the LORD
made by fire.

Leaven indicates the corruption of sin; it is the opposite of salt. Honey
was forbidden because it turns to sourness and leads to fermentation.

As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the LORD: but
they shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savour.

They are not burnt. Christ, the firstfruits, is now glorified; His suffering
is done.

And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt
thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat
offering: with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt.

Salt purifies, preserves, and keeps wholesome. It indicates corruption
has been removed and prevented. Salt was also an emblem of abiding
friendship. Nearly every important contract was ratified by the eating
together of the parties. “The covenant of salt” (Num 18:9; 2 Chr 13:5; cf.
Mk 9:43-50). [vs. Lot’s wife turning away?]

And if thou offer a meat offering of thy firstfruits unto the LORD, thou shalt
offer for the meat offering of thy firstfruits green ears of corn dried by the fire,
even corn beaten out of full ears.



Ears of corn: a figure of Christ (John 12:24). (The Hebrew 5na2 karmel
intimates ears of the best kind.)

Dried by fire: Cf. Ps22:14;102:4.

And thou shalt put oilupon it, and lay frankincense thereon: it is a meat offering.
And the priest shall burn the memorial of it, part of the beaten corn thereof, and
part of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof: it is an offering made
by fire unto the LORD.

The smoke and fragrance ascend to heaven; all is accepted: Christ first,
and then each of His people.

[The Drink Offering. Numbers 15:1-11. Not offered by itself alone. It
was “strong wine poured unto the Lord” (Num28:7). It wasnotobserved
until they came to Canaan. And in the Millennium. Cf. Ezek 45:17.]

Leviticus 3
The Peace Offerings
(Shalom; Fellowship)

There will be striking similarities with the burnt offering, and also sharp
contrasts as well. All bloody sacrifices represent Christ in his character
ofanexpiation. The difference hereis that this class of offerings focuses
more on the results, and the reception of Christ’s sacrifice, rather than
the manner of'it.

The Hebrew word “peace” (235¢ shalom) means more than commonly
recognized: prosperity, welfare, joy, happiness. The old Greek version
(LXX) renders it by terms (Buoia owtnpiov) which signify a sacrificial
feast of salvation. The term denote victims slain for banquets. This is
intended to suggest gladness, not gloom.

Therefore beingjustified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ:
Romans 5:1

This offering will point to the peace which brings all believers into
communion (koinonia) with the Father by the Holy Spirit, through the
Lord Jesus Christ.



But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by
the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordil’
nances, forto make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And
that he might reconcile bothunto Godin one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar
off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have access by
one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;
And are builtupon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
Ephesians2:13-22

Any remarkable favor was a call for a peace offering. Any great
deliverance; any remarkable preservation or prosperity, any noble
achievement, was an appropriate occasion. But it always followed a
burnt offering and its attendant meal offering...

And if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd;
whetheritbe amale or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.

Here is a difference from the burnt offering: it can be male or female—
but without blemish. The female offering as permitted because here it is
the capacity of the offeror to enjoy Christ that is in view. The offeror will
never find as much in Christ as God find in Him.

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it at the door
of'the tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle
the blood upon the altar round about.

So far, it duplicates the burnt offering. There is no spiritual joy which the
believer has which is not traced back to atonement by blood.

And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire
unto the LORD; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon
the inwards,

The most inward, most tender parts were the Lord’s part.

And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.



10]

In the burnt offering, all was placed on the altar. In the peace offering,
only a portion is specified. It was to be the choice portion: the fat and
inward parts: the hidden riches. Paul cried out:

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship

of his sufferings...
Philippians 3:10

And Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt sacrifice, which is
upon the wood that is on the fire: it is an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour
unto the LORD.

Emphasis is still on the person of Christand not His work: itis His perfect
life that is in view, not His death for sin.

Andifhis offering forasacrifice of peace offering unto the LORD be of the flock;
male or female, he shall offer it without blemish.
If he offer a lamb for his offering, then shall he offer it before the LORD.

The bullock, or the heifer from the herd, typified the servant side of our
Lord’s ministry. However, the lamb sets forth Christ in His complete
identification with man in life and in death (Jn 1:29, 36). Abel made the
sacrifice of the lamb. Isaiah 53 makes it very clear that Jesus Christ was
our substitute (Cf. 53:7, etal.). Also in Hisresurrection (Rev 5:6) and in
Hiswrath (Rev 6:16-17).

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of his offering, and kill it before the
tabernacle of the congregation: and Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle the blood thereof
round about upon the altar.

And he shall offer of the sacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire
unto the LORD; the fat thereof, and the whole rump, it shall he take off hard
by the backbone; and the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat thatisupon
the inwards,

“Whole rump”: In Syrian sheep, this was the part reckoned very
valuable; the tail of this breed weighs asmuch as 15 Ibs., and is very fatty.

And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.

The ritual is similar: the fat was God’s portion. It was considered the
better part of the animal (Cf. Neh 8:10; Isa25:6; Lk 15:23).



11] And the priest shall burn it upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made
by fire unto the LORD.

Instead of “a sweet savour,” it is “food by fire”; as a friend entertaining
guests.

And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and
your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your
freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks: And
there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, andye shall rejoice in all that
ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God
hath blessed thee.

Deuteronomy 12:6, 7

The priest received the breast and the shoulder; the offeror ate the
remainder in God’s house. God was the host; the sinner was the guest.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Psalm 23:5

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou
shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.
Psalm 36:8

1 am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this
bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that Iwill give is my flesh, which
Twill give for the life of the world... Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will
raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in
me, and lin him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father:
so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.
John 6:51- 57

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and
gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.
Matthew 26:26

In the parable of the Prodigal Son, it is the father who kills the fatted calf
when the son is restored to fellowship. Read 1 John 1.

12] And if his offering be a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD.



Here is a final type for the peace offering: the identification of Christ as
adequate to take away the sin of man. Heb 10:6-14.

13] And he shall lay his hand upon the head of it, and kill it before the tabernacle
of'the congregation: and the sons of Aaron shall sprinkle the blood thereof upon
the altar round about.

14] And he shall offer thereof his offering, even an offering made by fire unto the
LORD; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,

15] And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away.

16] And the priest shall burn them upon the altar: it is the food of the offering made
by fire for a sweet savour: all the fat is the LORD’S.

17] Itshall be a perpetual statute for your generations throughout all your dwellings,
that ye eat neither fat nor blood.

The fatisthe Lords; He demands the best (Cf. Rom 12;Jn 15:14; Phil 3:10-
14). The prohibition of eating blood will be taken up in Chapter 17 (vv.10-
14).

Just as in the Lord’s Supper, ordinances are often turned to sin (Cf. the
lascivious woman in Proverbs 7:14ff vs. the true worshipper in Psalm
66):

Iwill go into thy house with burnt offerings: Iwill pay thee my vows (peace
offerings), Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when
Iwas in trouble. I will offer unto thee burnt sacrifices of fatlings, with the
incense of rams; Iwill offer bullocks with goats. Selah. Come and hear, all
ve that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul. I cried
unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue. If I regard
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me: But verily God hath heard
me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, which hath
not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.
Psalm 66:13-20

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Describe the ostensible difference between sacrifices and
oblations.

2) What did the meal offering signify?



3)

4)
3)

6)

What constituted the differences between the fine flour, oven or
pan baked, etc.

What is the significance of the 0il? Of leaven? Of honey?
How is leaven the opposite of salt?

Compare the peace offerings with the burnt offering: How are they
similar? Different?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

)

2)

3)

Discuss the differences between the offerings of Cain and Abel.

Discuss the necessary order between sanctification and
justification. Give examples.

Discuss the three types of peace offerings: the bullock; the lamb;
the goat. What did each signify?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

)

Investigate the various references to incense, and frankincense in
particular.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters 1 - 7. Study Chapters 4 & 5.

Notes:

1. Bonar, p.33.



Session 4
Leviticus 4 - 5
The Sin and Trespass Offerings

Six basic offerings (including the “Drink Offering from Numbers 15)
could be brought to the Tabernacle altar. They each teach us something
essential about Christ and His sacrifice on our behalf. They can be
classified in three categories:

1) The Commitment to God

The Burnt Offering
The Grain or Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
[The Drink Offering (Num 15:1-10)]

These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met

specific needs in the life of the worshiper and also expressed some truth
about our relationship with Him.

2) The Communion with God
The Fellowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering
3) The Cleansing from God

The Sin Offering
The Guilt (“Trespass,” KIV) Offering

This third category will be the subject of this session. These are the non!
sweet savor offerings. The sweet savor offerings set forth the person of
Christinall of His glorious character. The two non-sweet savor offerings

speak of the work of Christ on the cross for sin.

The Sin Offering speaks of the nature of sin. The Guilt (or Trespass)
Offering speaks of sin as an act.

Man is a sinner because by nature, and he is a sinner because of what
he does. He does what he does because he is a sinner by nature.

A man isn’t a horse thief because he steals a horse. He steals a horse
because he is a horse thief.



Leviticus 4
The Sin Offering

The Sin Offering is distinctive in several ways: It is the longest account:
twice as long as the others.

Burnt offering: 17 verses;
The Meal offering: 16 verses;
The Peace offering: 17 verses;
The Trespass offering: 19 verses;
The Sin offering: 35 verses.

It must be important. It is an entirely new offering. There is no previous
record anywhere recorded. No heathen nation apparently had anything
even similar to it.

Fromthe giving of the Law, itbecame the most important and significant
offering. The law revealed its necessity. It was offered during most of
the feasts: Passover, Pentecost, Trumpets, Tabernacles; it was not only
offered on Yom Kippur: it was what brought the High Priest into the Holy
of Holies.

It was in contrast to the burnt sacrifice although it was made in the same
place. The burnt offering tells who Christ is. The sin offering tells what
Christ did.

In the burnt offering Christ meets the demands of God’s high and holy
standard. In the sin offering Christ meets the deep and desperate needs
of man. In the burnt offering we see the preciousness of Christ; in the
sin offering we see the hatefulness of sin.

The burnt offering was a voluntary offering. The sin offering was
commanded. The burnt offering ascended; the sin offering was poured
out. One went up; the other went down.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

As characterizes this entire book, the Lord spoke to Moses directly...

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance
against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought
not to be done, and shall do against any of them:



The emphasis is on a sin committed in ignorance. If a man sinned
willfully and deliberately, this offering did not avail.

He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three
witnesses:
Hebrews 10:28

There is no salvation for a person who rejects Jesus Christ.

Forifwesinwilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth,

there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for

of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.
Hebrews 10:26, 27

Sins of ignorance reveal the underlying truth that man is a sinner by
nature. And God’s attitude against sin has never changed.

This conviction stands out in the entire literature of the human race. The
deep guilt complex pervades our entire consciousness whether we admit
it or not. And it must be diagnosed before a remedy can be prescribed.

We need to go to the couch of Jesus Christ—rather than the
psychiatrist’s—and cry out,

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And see ifthere be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Psalm 139:23-24; Cf. Psalm 19:12; 51:4
His Provision: The Cities of Refuge

If a man sinned through ignorance, rashness, or accident, God made
provision for his deliverance. He established the six “cities of refuge”
among the 48 cities of the Levites (Num 35:11-34).

Type of Christ? I believe that everything—even in the Torah—points
to Jesus Christ. Every “jot and tittle.” I’ve been challenged on this
extreme view—particularly in regards to this quaint provision inthe Law.
Let’s take a look.

Was the death of Jesus premeditated or manslaughter? From God’s point
of view: “delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God...” (Acts 2:23). Premeditated; 1% degree.



However, from man’s point of view (ours); “Then said Jesus, Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). Thus, it was
for us, manslaughter.

And, thus, He, indeed, is our “city of refuge.” No one can touch us as
long as we abide in Him. This was to endure until the High Priest died.
(What has that got to do with anything? Why should the death of an
official in far off Jerusalem have any impact on a fugitive in one of the
six designated cities?) Then, however, the accused was free, indeed.

And so are we. And our High Priest “ever liveth to make intercession”
forus! (Heb 7:25).

And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous:
1 John 2:1

The sin offering teaches us that we must see ourselves as God sees us.

1 acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said,
I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin.

Psalm 32:5

God will deal with man in equity. There will be degrees of punishment
just as there will be degrees of rewards. Different classes of people are
considered separately.

The Priests

The priests—and we, as children of God—sin through ignorance, and
that is not excused.

We can be cherishing some idol;

Or be cherishing pride like Hezekiah (Isa 39);

Or exhibiting blind zeal like the sons of Zebedee (Lk 9:55);

Or substituting labor for fellowship with God;

Orsuffering “that woman Jezebel to teach and seduce” (Rev 2:20)...

Aicould notbe taken with an accursed thing in the camp; mariners could
not navigate to Tarshish with Jonah on board. Constant reexamination
for secret sins is required for all.



3]

If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let
him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish
unto the LORD for a sin offering.

The sin of the priest is considered first: he was ina position of leadership.
If he was wrong, the people were wrong. (The term “anointed” implies
that the High Priest himself'is in view.)

He was to bring a young bullock—the most valuable animal of all. His
responsibility was the greatest. Privilege carries with it responsibility.

My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the
greater condemnation.
James 3:1

And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation
before the LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock’s head, and kill the
bullock before the LORD.

This part of the ritual is similar to the burnt offering.

And the priest that is anointed shall take of the bullock’s blood, and bring it to
the tabernacle of the congregation:

And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven
times before the LORD, before the veil of the sanctuary.

To secure God’s relationship with the offender... “Seven” implies
completeness.

And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet
incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and
shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt
offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

The place of prayer: to restore the privilege of worship to the offender.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9

The Horn was a recognized symbol of power, authority. The remainder
was poured out at the bottom of the brazen altar. This satisfied the
conscience of the sinner and removed the guilt complex. This remedy
for the conviction of sin was the only remedy that could satisfy the mind
and heart.



11]

12]

When Christ forgives you your sin, He also forgives you. Thatis nothing
more to be said about it. Itis totally and forever settled. He is adequate.

Atthis point, the ritual follows that of the peace (or fellowship) offering:

And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; the
fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,

And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and
the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away,

As it was taken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the
priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.

The sin has been forgiven and fellowship is restored. The fat is burned
upon the altar: it represents the very best.

At this point, however, there is a radical departure from the other
offerings: the remainder is taken outside the camp and burned there.

And the skin of the bullock, and all his flesh, with his head, and with his legs,
and his inwards, and his dung,

Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place,
where the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: where the
ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.

Unsparing justice. This is to emphasize the exceeding sinfulness of sin.
There is nothing that could be mistaken for consecration here. This
points to Christ, the sin-bearer; one who was “made sin for us” (2 Cor
5:21).

Without the camp: Four miles from the Holy Place.

We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the
tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the
sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.
Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood,
suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the
camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we
seek one to come.
Hebrews 13:10-14

Only Christ is adequate.

Now we turn from the priests to the congregation itself.



The Sins of the Congregation

13]

14]

15]

16]
17]

18]

And if the whole congregation of Israel sin through ignorance, and the thing be
hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done somewhat against any
of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which should not be
done, and are guilty;

When the sin, which they have sinned against it, is known, then the congregation
shall offer a young bullock for the sin, and bring him before the tabernacle of the
congregation.

The victim for the entire congregation is the same as for the priest: a
young bullock, the most valuable animal available. The lesson: there is,
in addition to individual responsibility, corporate responsibility.

God judges nations, and many people who didn’t participate in the sin
of the nation are judged along with it. [There are some people who say
they are going to stay in a liberal church and try to witness to it. Where
did they get that idea? It is not in the Word of God (Cf. Rev 18:4).]

And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands upon the head of the
bullock before the LORD: and the bullock shall be killed before the LORD.

It was the elders, in the name of the people, that conveyed the guilt of
the people to the head of the victim. (It was the elders that put Jesus to
death with the priests. Their act was a national rejection of Jesus.)

The rest (through v.21) is the same as for the priest.

And the priest that is anointed shall bring of the bullock’s blood to the tabernacle
of the congregation:

And the priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, and sprinkle it seven
times before the LORD, even before the vail.

And he shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar which is before
the LORD, that is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall pour out all
the blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation.

And he shall take all his fat from him, and burn if upon the altar.

And he shall do with the bullock as he did with the bullock for a sin offering,
so shall he do with this: and the priest shall make an atonement for them, and
it shall be forgiven them.

And he shall carry forth the bullock without the camp, and burn him as he burned
the first bullock: it is a sin offering for the congregation.



The Ruler

22]

23]

24]

25]

26]

All are guilty; but the responsibility is different. Here the reference is to
acivilruler.

When a ruler hath sinned, and done somewhat through ignorance against any
of the commandments of the LORD his God concerning things which should
not be done, and is guilty;

Rulers are ordained by God and thereby are directly responsible to God.
He is their most important “constituency.”

Or if his sin, wherein he hath sinned, come to his knowledge; he shall bring his
offering, a kid of the goats, a male without blemish:

A kid of goats was not as valuable as the bullock. The rest is the same
as for the priest or the private citizen.

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the goat, and kill it in the place where
they kill the burnt offering before the LORD: it is a sin offering.

And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put
it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out his blood at
the bottom of the altar of burnt offering.

And he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the sacrifice of peace
offerings: and the priest shall make an atonement for him as concerning his sin,
and it shall be forgiven him.

The Common People

27]

28]

And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance, while he doeth
somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things
which ought not to be done, and be guilty;

This is for the common person, the private citizen. The offering is for a
sin through ignorance, but a sin against a commandment of God. His
guilt cannot be just hearsay, but the guilt must be established.

[The failure to employ Matthew 18:15-18 is astonishingly widespread
within the Body of Christ today! A shockingly widespread use of
hearsay as the sole means for governance is appalling.]

Or if his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowledge: then he shall bring
his offering, a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which he
hath sinned.



29]

30]

31]

A female was permitted; this was considered as less value than any
previous offering. Yet an offering was required.

And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay the sin
offering in the place of the burnt offering.

And the priest shall take of the blood thereof with his finger, and put i# upon
the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood thereof
at the bottom of the altar.

And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away from off the
sacrifice of peace offerings; and the priest shall burn iz upon the altar for a sweet
savour unto the LORD; and the priest shall make an atonement for him, and it
shall be forgiven him.

The important truth is that complete forgiveness was secured for the
sinner. This is precisely what was accomplished for us when Christ died.

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace;,
Ephesians 1:7

Andifhebringalamb forasin offering, he shall bring ita female without blemish.
And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the sin offering, and slay it for a sin
offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering.

And the priest shall take of the blood of the sin offering with his finger, and put
it upon the horns of the altar of burnt offering, and shall pour out all the blood
thereof at the bottom of the altar:

And he shall take away all the fat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is taken away
from the sacrifice of the peace offerings; and the priest shall burn them upon
the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: and the priest
shall make an atonement for his sin that he hath committed, and it shall be
forgiven him.

Leviticus 5
The Guilt (“Trespass”) Offering

For specific acts of sin committed in ignorance or inadvertency.

There are many expositors that have not come to a conclusion as to the
difference between the sin offering and the trespass offering. On the
whole, the trespass offering was offered in cases where sin was more
private and confined to the individual’s knowledge. Some expositors
treat the first 13 verses of this chapter as part of the sin offering. The
word “trespass” in vv.6 and 7 can be translated “guilt” and should be



“forhis guilt.” Inverses 6, 7,9, and 11, the sin offering is required for the
trespass because the act of sin is caused by the very nature of sin.
However, we will treat the entire chapter as a trespass offering. “Tres!
pass” is a specific invasion of the rights of another.

People like to talk about “liberty.” They go around parading, burning
things, etc. They are free to swing their fists wherever they please, but
their liberty ends where my nose begins.

Withholding tithes is robbing God (Mal 3:8). Partaking of something is
a trespass: e.g., Achan, who took the accursed thing (Josh 7:1).

And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he
hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter i#, then he shall bear his iniquity.

This is but a representative listing. They are limitless.

“Swearing” here is that of adjuration: it has to do with the hearing of an
oath and being a witness. One must tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. There are sins of omission:

Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
James 4:17

Cf. Solomon’s prayer, 1 Kings 8:31-32. Gossip, I believe, is the most
painful sin. One of the damaging aspects of gossip and hearsay is that
it is incomplete! 1t omits any mitigating evidence or background; cf. the
listin Proverbs 6:17. Jesus kept silent during His trial except when He was
put under oath; then He spoke the whole truth (Mt 26:63-64).

Orifasoul touch any unclean thing, whether if be a carcase of an unclean beast,
or a carcase of unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean creeping things, and if’
it be hidden from him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty.

This is the law concerning uncleanness. A dead body was a source of
uncleanness. Their deadness was a fruit of sin. The sting of death was
sunk into them; sin is proved to be there. We can’t be out in the world
without becoming unclean.

Cleanse thou me from secret faults.
Proverbs 19:12
And yet we need to specific. That is what is in view here.



Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever uncleanness it be that a man
shall be defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of iz, then he
shall be guilty.

This is similar to v.2, except God makes a distinction between man and
beast: the penalty for this is more severe than for touching the beast (Lev
11:24; Num 19:11-16). The deceitfulness of sin: it might be discovered
later: leprosy, or a running issue, et al.

Orifasoul swear, pronouncing with Ais lips to do evil, orto do good, whatsoever
it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he
knoweth of'it, then he shall be guilty in one of these.

“Pronouncing with his lips”: literally, “babbling with his lips”; rashly
uttering his vow. Careless commitments that aren’t kept.

Jephthahis atragic example. After forty-five years of comparative quiet
Israel again apostatized, and in “process of time the children of Ammon
made war against Israel” (Judg 11:5). The “elders of Gilead” in their
extremity summoned him to their aid, and he at once undertook the
conduct of the war against Ammon and delivered Israel from the
oppression of the Ammonites (Judg 11:1-33) and judged Israel six years
(Judg 12:7). He has been described as “a wild, daring, Gilead mountain! |
eer, asort of warrior Elijah..” He made a tragic vow, sacrificing his only
daughter (Judg 11:30ff).

Anditshall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, thathe shall confess
that he hath sinned in that thing:

Confession is commanded for the first time. The other offerings were an
open admission of guilt. This one has to do with secret sins.

And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD for his sin which he hath
sinned, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin offering;
and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his sin.

Confession comes first, then the offering. This may be what the Lord had
in mind in the Sermon on the Mount:

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy
brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and
go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy
gift

Matthew 5:23, 24



10]

11]

12]

13]

Thebeliever today is to confess his sin to God privately, but he is to make
restitution to the injured party.

Since this offering is for a specific act of sin, one of the many facets of
the sin nature, the value of the offering was not as great as the value of
the sin offering in Chapter 4.

And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring for his trespass, which
he hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD;
one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering.

The focus is on the sacrifice itself, not the offeror. Two birds are required:
one for the sin offering and one for the burnt offering. The person and
work of Christ is represented in the poorest of offerings.

And he shall bring them unto the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin
offering first,and wring off his head from his neck, but shall not divide it asunder:

No bone to be broken.

And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon the side of the altar;
and the rest of the blood shall be wrung out at the bottom of the altar: it is a sin
offering.

And he shall offer the second for a burnt offering, according to the manner: and
the priest shall make an atonement for him for his sin which he hath sinned, and
it shall be forgiven him.

But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he
that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour
forasin offering; he shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense
thereon: for it is a sin offering.

The poorest of the poor was not left out. Ifnotabird, then he could bring
what amounted to a piece of bread. No oil or frankincense, however, as
inthejealousy offering (Num 5). The intention was to present to the Lord
the very person and substance of the offeror, as defiled, a mass of sin..

The omer, 1/10 of ephah, = the very quantity of manna that sufficed for
each day’s support (Ex 16:33).

Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it,
even amemorial thereof, and burn iz on the altar, according to the offerings made
by fire unto the LORD: it is a sin offering.

And the priest shall make an atonement for him as touching his sin that he hath
sinned in one of these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the remnant shall be the
priest’s, as a meat offering.



Non-Specific Trespasses

16]

17]

18]

19]

These were invasions of the rights of both God and man for which
reparations had to be performed. There are two kinds:

1) Fraud toward God, in respect to worship;
2) Fraud toward man.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the
LORD:; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD aram withoutblemish
out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of
the sanctuary, for a trespass offering:

And he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done in the holy thing, and
shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall
make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall
be forgiven him.

Restoration + 20%: a double tithe.

And ifasoul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done
by the commandments of the LORD); though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, and
shall bear his iniquity.

Ignorance was notan acceptable excuse. Anditisn’ttoday. Evenincivil
law. Paul was the supreme example:

Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I
obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
1 Timothy 1:13

And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation,
for a trespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement
for him concerning his ignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall
be forgiven him.

The ram was the earliest recorded offering pointing directly to Christ
(Genesis 22).

It is a trespass offering: he hath certainly trespassed against the LORD.
The ritual is the same as for the sin offering except in the sprinkling of

the blood, which followed the pattern of the burnt and peace offerings.
We will explore this in more detail in Chapter 7.



Leviticus 6

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Ifasoul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbour
inthat which was delivered him to keep, or in fellowship, orin athing taken away
by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour;

Or keep in fellowship: koinonia. The word denotes a fiduciary relation! |
ship, a concept tragically absent throughout the “Christian” commul |
nity.

Or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth falsely;
in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein:

This also points specifically to business transactions, careless custol
dianship, and common forms of defrauding others. Deceit has no place
in serious (or any) business transactions. Even discoveries after the
fact, as implied here.

Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall restore that
which he took violently away, or the thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, or
that which was delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found,

Or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the
principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give it unto him to whom
it appertaineth, in the day of his trespass offering.

And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, a ram without blemish
out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest:
And the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD: and it shall
be forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.

Many in Israel saw no significance of comfort in God’s appointments.
Their want of true conviction of sin made them despise these types.
None go to the hiding-place who fear no storm. This is the true sense of
Proverbs 14:9: “Fools make a mock at sin: butamong the righteous there
is favour.” The LXX comes closer: “Fools make a mock of the trespass
offering, but with the righteous it is in esteem.”

Sense of sin is a measure of spiritual maturity, and renders Jesus ever
more precious to the soul!



Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1)  Why is the Sin Offering the longest section?

2) Contrast the Burnt Offering and the Sin Offering.

3) Which feast was the Sin Offering not offered? Why?

4) How do the Cities of Refuge allude to Jesus Christ?

5)  Why were the remains of the Sin Offering taken outside the camp?

6) Compare the Sin Offering and the Trespass Offering.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) What does a sin through ignorance reveal about human nature?
2) What sins through ignorance are prevalent in your life?

3) Discuss the application of Matthew 18:15-18 today.

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Whatare the alternative explanations for the sacrifice of Jephthah’s
daughter?

2) Summarize the use and role of vows in the Scripture and today.
Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters 6 and 7.



Session 5
Laws of Offerings
Leviticus 6 & 7

Review

We have been reviewing the first major section of the Book of Leviticus,
which deals with offerings. Six basic offerings (including the “Drink
Offering from Numbers 15) could be brought to the Tabernacle altar.
They each teach us something essential about Christ and His sacrifice
on our behalf. They can be classified in three categories:

1) The Commitment to God

2)

The Burnt Offering
The Grain or Meal (“meat,” KJV) Offering
[The Drink Offering (Num 15:1-10)]

These three speak of total dedication to the Lord. The other three met
specific needs in the life of the worshiper and also expressed some truth
about our relationship with Him.

The Communion with God

The Fellowship (“Peace,” KJV) Offering

3) The Cleansing from God

The Sin Offering
The Guilt (“Trespass,” KJV) Offering

The Sin Offering speaks of the nature of sin. The Guilt (or Trespass)
Offering speaks of sin as a specific act.

In these next two chapters, the Law of Offerings, are supplemental rules
for the priests who minister at the altar of God for their particular part in
the offerings.

All of these are also a shadow of the reality in heaven where Christ, our
great High Priest, serves (Cf. Heb 8:3-5). He, of course, is not only the
priest, but He is also the sacrifice (Cf. Heb 10:5-12).



Leviticus 6

The conclusion of rules concerning the Trespass Offering. This seems
tobe aseparaterevelation from God, distinct from the preceding chapter.
This lists examples of sins committed against one’s neighbor that are
also sins against God.

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.
Matthew 7:12.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Again, most of this book is a direct quote from YHWH Himself.

Ifasoul sin, and commit a trespass against the LORD, and lie unto his neighbour
inthat which was delivered him to keep, or in fellowship, orina thing taken away
by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour;

The word “fellowship” refers to abusiness partnership. [Greek, kowwvio
koinonia, also implies a fiduciary relationship, etc.]

“Taken by violence” would be a forced transaction, such as Ahab’s
acquisition of Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kgs 21:2-16). (An example of this
was the borrowed ax lost by the students of Elijah in 2 Kgs 6:5.)

Or have found that which was lost, and lieth concerning it, and sweareth falsely;
in any of all these that a man doeth, sinning therein:

Then it shall be, because he hath sinned, and is guilty, that he shall restore that
which he took violently away, or the thing which he hath deceitfully gotten, or
that which was delivered him to keep, or the lost thing which he found,

Or all that about which he hath sworn falsely; he shall even restore it in the
principal, and shall add the fifth part more thereto, and give itunto him to whom
it appertaineth, in the day of his trespass offering.

20% = a double tithe.

And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, a ram without blemish
out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest:
And the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD: and it shall
be forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein.

A true sense of sin renders Jesus truly precious to the soul.



Law Concerning the Burnt Offering

8]

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Again, a direct quote...

Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering: It
is the burnt offering, because of the burning upon the altar all night unto the
morning, and the fire of the altar shall be burning in it.

As long as the Tabernacle was set up, and not on a wilderness march,
the fire on the altar was to burn continually. It would seem to exhibit
several things:

1) Seeing the fire burn all night long, reminds them of God’s eternal
justice, flaming forth against all iniquity. It is never to be extin!]
guished. There is no putting out of this fire. Jesus Himself so
emphasized (Mk 9:43-49). Cf. Lev2:13 and Mark 9:50.

For every one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.
Psalm 119:160

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever...
Revelation 14:10 (Cf. v.18)

2) It also exhibited the way of escape. There was a substitutionary
victim on the altar on which the flames feed!

Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice.
Psalm 20:3

“accept” = 1w dashen, “to find fat”; “take away ashes.” (!)

[How did Abel know that God “had respect” for his offering, and Cain
know that God didn’t have respect for his (Gen 4:4,5; Heb 11:4)? There
seems to be evidence that fire actually came down and consumed a
“respected” offering in those days.]

His justice and His love are both evident. Eternally. So this also speaks
of the continual consecration of Christ.

It also speaks to the fact that we also are to offer ourselves as a living
sacrifice to God:



10]

11]

1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Romans 12:1, 2

God delights in the continual obedience of His children.

And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do
always those things that please him.
John 8:29

Christ can say that; but I can’t. This was also the rebuke of Saul by
Samuel:

To obey is better than sacrifice...
1 Samuel 15:22-23
What is it that God wants us to do?

This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
John 6:29

God now specifies, in detail, the garment that the priest was to wear:

And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and his linen breeches shall he put
upon his flesh, and take up the ashes which the fire hath consumed with the burnt
offering on the altar, and he shall put them beside the altar.

“Ashes which the fire consumed”: an ellipsis used for the material out
of which the ashes came: the wood underneath the burnt offering. The
were placed beside the altar before being carried out into a clean place.
This was to show that the flame had not spared the victim. The doom of
Sodom and Gomorrah, destroyed for their sin, is declared to come upon
them “turning them to ashes” as an example (2 Pet 2:6).

And he shall put off his garments, and put on other garments, and carry forth
the ashes without the camp unto a clean place.

“Unto a clean place”: some spot beyond the camp, and later, beyond the
walls of Jerusalem. Cf. “The Valley of the Ashes” (Jer 31:40). The
location is not known. It wasn’t necessarily Tophet, Hinom, which was
south of Jerusalem as is often assumed. [See Addenda on the location
of Golgotha.]



12]

13]

The priest removed the garments he wore when he removed the ashes,
and he put on a fresh change. This was a continual reminder of the utter
pollution of sin. The ashes spoke of the judgment of sin, and even the
ashes were contaminated. The flesh was to be covered fotally. God
cannot accept the works of the flesh (Gal 5:19-21). The fruit of our lives
isalso listed (Gal 5:22-23).

And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the
priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order
upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings.

The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.

Again, the emphasis on the fire burning continually. The fire of God’s
justice burns continually.

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
John 3:36

Concerning the Meal Offering

14]

15]

16]

17]

With every burnt offering, each evening and morning, a meal offering
was made (Exodus 29:39-40).

And this is the law of the meat offering: the sons of Aaron shall offer it before
the LORD, before the altar.

The offeror stands before the altar rejoicing; the priest performs for him.

And he shall take of it his handful, of the flour of the meat offering, and of the
oil thereof, and all the frankincense which is upon the meat offering, and shall
burn irupon the altar for a sweet savour, even the memorial of'it, unto the LORD.
And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and his sons eat: with unleavened bread
shallitbe eatenin the holy place; in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation
they shall eat it.

LXX: “Unleavened it shall be eaten.”
It shall not be baken with leaven. I have given it unto them for their portion of
my offerings made by fire; itis mostholy, as is the sin offering, and as the trespass

offering.

It was holy because the Lord was there; Cf. Moses’ shoes (Ex 3:5);
Transfiguration (2 Pet 1:18).



18]

19]
20]

21]

22]

23]

All the males among the children of Aaron shall eat of it. /¢ shall be a statute for
ever in your generations concerning the offerings of the LORD made by fire:
every one that toucheth them shall be holy.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

This is the offering of Aaron and of his sons, which they shall offer unto the
LORD in the day when he is anointed; the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour
for a meat offering perpetual, half of it in the morning, and half thereof at night.

The priests, too, were to tithe their receipts. An example for all of us in
the ministry...

The omer, or tenth part of the ephah, would remind them of the omer of
manna which they gathered daily, and the omer kept in the golden pot
(Ex16:33).

Inapanitshall be made with oil; and when it is baken, thou shalt bring it in: and
the baken pieces of the meat offering shalt thou offer for a sweet savour unto
the LORD.

And the priest of his sons that is anointed in his stead shall offer it: iz is a statute
for ever unto the LORD:; it shall be wholly burnt.

For every meat offering for the priest shall be wholly burnt: it shall not be eaten.

Wholly burnt, noteaten (Cf. v.30also). Christ gave Himself, entirely and
completely, when He became the offering.

Concerning the Sin Offering

24]
25]

26]

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering:
Inthe place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before
the LORD: it is most holy.

It was offered in the same place as the burnt offering: on the north side
(Lev 1:11). See addendum note. The burnt offering spoke of the person
of Christ: holy, free from sin. Conceived by athe Holy Spiritin a virgin.

The priest that offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the holy place shall it be eaten,
in the court of the tabernacle of the congregation.

The sin offering was holy because Christ was free from sin—though He
was made sin for us (2 Cor 5:21). And yet He was holy. Yet, sin is the
opposite of holiness. This is, perhaps, the greatest mystery in the Bible.
Cf. Psalm22:1-3;Isaiah 55:7-9.



27]

28]

Whatsoever shall touch the flesh thereof shall be holy: and when there is
sprinkled of the blood thereof upon any garment, thou shalt wash that whereon
it was sprinkled in the holy place.

But the earthen vessel wherein it is sodden shall be broken: and if it be sodden
in a brasen pot, it shall be both scoured, and rinsed in water.

Dreadful sacredness of the atoning blood!

All the males among the priests shall eat thereof: it is most holy.

And no sin offering, whereof any of the blood is brought into the tabernacle of
the congregation to reconcile withal in the holy place, shall be eaten: it shall be
burnt in the fire.

These sin offerings are the class of sacrifices that were burned without
the camp:

For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary
by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp.
Hebrews 13:11

Leviticus 7

The instructions continue, with two that were more personal: the
trespass offering, concerning the individual Israelite; and the peace
offering, enjoyed by the individual within the body of believers.

The emphasis continues on the service of the priest, a picture of what
the Lord Jesus has done and is doing for us, right now, at God’s right
hand; Cf. Heb 7:25; 1Jn 1:9.

Concerning the Trespass Offering

1]

Likewise this is the law of the trespass offering: it is most holy.

Thisritual follows the same pattern as that ofthe sin offering. The offeror
is reminded that the sacrifice is holy. The worth and merit of Christ
cannot be overemphasized. Until we see our sin nature and our sinful
acts in all their enormity and frightfulness, only then shall we see the
wonder, greatness, and holiness of Christ.

[’m not calling you a despicable sinner: that is what the Word of God
calls each one of us!]



Inthe place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass offering:
and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the altar.

Again, the shedding of blood essential. We must never allow that to be
a casual thing...

And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth
the inwards,

And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, which is by the flanks, and
the caul that is above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away:

And the priest shall burn them upon the altar for an offering made by fire unto
the LORD: it is a trespass offering.

Every male among the priests shall eat thereof: it shall be eaten in the holy place:
it is most holy.

As the sin offering is, so is the trespass offering: there is one law for them: the
priest that maketh atonement therewith shall have iz.

The Skin

10]

There was one part of the animal that was not burned: the skin.

And the priest that offereth any man’s burnt offering, even the priest shall have
to himself the skin of the burnt offering which he hath offered.

This speaks of being covered or clothes in the righteousness of Christ.
God is totally satisfied with Jesus and sees us as being in Christ.

God’s first rebuttal of “religion” (man’s attempts to “cover himself”):
Gen 3:21; Cf. Rev 3:18. Also, the parable of the wedding feast: Mt 22:2-
13. The absence of a suitable covering was worse than fatal.

And all the meat offering that is baken in the oven, and all that is dressed in the
fryingpan, and in the pan, shall be the priest’s that offereth it.

And every meat offering, mingled with oil, and dry, shall all the sons of Aaron
have, one as much as another.

Concerning the Peace Offering

11]

This is the most extensive of the instructions and it is the last. The other
offerings had to precede these before we can enjoy the peace with God.

And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto
the LORD.



12]

13]

14]

15]

Includes sacrifices of thanksgiving (Ps 107:22ff, hazards of the sea, etc.;
116:17, where vows are paid by a sacrifice of thanksgiving). Cf. Rev4:10,
11.

If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of
thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed
with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried.

The emphasis is on the fact that it is a freewill offering.

Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice
of thanksgiving of his peace offerings.

Here is one of the relatively unique places that leavened bread is used!
In v.12, it is showing Christ as our peace offering who is without sin,
without leaven. [ The Feast of Firstfruits (Lev23:9-14) was ameal offering
as well as the Feast of Pentecost.]

Inv.13,itis the offeror who gives thanks for his participation in the peace.
Although his sins have been forgiven and he has peace with God, there
isstill evil in him; leaven is present. Peace with God does ot dependupon
the believer attaining sinless perfection.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
1 John 1:8

However, “sin aint gonna reign no more:”

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law,
but under grace.
Romans 6:14

And of it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation for an heave offering unto
the LORD, and it shall be the priest’s that sprinkleth the blood of the peace
offerings.

The leavened bread was not placed on the altar! It was a “heave
offering,” raised toward heaven, and then eaten by the priests.

Andthe flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten
the same day that it is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morning.



16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

21]

No delay; it was to be eaten at once.
We are to stay close—moment by moment—to Christ.

But if the sacrifice of his offering be a vow, or a voluntary offering, it shall be
eaten the same day that he offereth his sacrifice: and on the morrow also the
remainder of it shall be eaten:

But the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burnt with
fire.

Here is that “third day” emphasis again! God completed His testimony
to the acceptance of His Son’s work by raising Him from the dead on the
third day. [On the anniversary of the “new beginning” following the
judgment ofthe Flood of Noah (Gen 8:4). Cf. Calendarrevision in Exodus
12:2]

And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings be eaten at all on
the third day, it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be imputed unto him that
offereth it: it shall be an abomination, and the soul that eateth of it shall bear
his iniquity.

And the flesh that toucheth any unclean #1ing shall not be eaten; it shall be burnt
with fire: and as for the flesh, all that be clean shall eat thereof.

The flesh had to be clean, and also they that eat it (Cf. Jn 18:28).

Butthe soul that eateth of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace offerings, that pertain
unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall be cut
off from his people.

An unclean person who ate of the peace offering was excommunicated.
There must be confession of sin on the part of the believer ifhe is to enter
into fellowship with God. Many emphasize this same issue with regards
to the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11:24-31).

Moreover the soul that shall touch any unclean thing, as the uncleanness of man,
or any unclean beast, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of the flesh of
the sacrifice of peace offerings, which pertain unto the LORD, even that soul
shall be cut off from his people.

No theories as to the origin of evil, nor apologies drawn from the manner
in which we were led astray, can have any effect on disproving the sin
itself.



Regarding Fat and Blood

22]
23]

24]

25]

26]
27]
28]
29]

30]

31]

32]

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox,
or of sheep, or of goat.

And the fat of the beast that dieth of'itself, and the fat of that which is torn with
beasts, may be used in any other use: but ye shall in no wise eat of it.

Nothing that dies of itself, or is a beast of prey, is acceptable.

For whosoever eateth the fat of the beast, of which men offer an offering made
by fire unto the LORD, even the soul that eateth it shall be cut off from his
people.

What we give the Lord must be entirely His. We cannot draw it back for
our own use.

Moreover ye shall eat no manner of blood, whether it be of fowl or of beast, in
any of your dwellings.

Whatsoever soul it be that eateth any manner of blood, even that soul shall be
cut off from his people.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, He that offereth the sacrifice of his
peace offerings unto the LORD shall bring his oblation unto the LORD of the
sacrifice of his peace offerings.

His own hands shall bring the offerings of the LORD made by fire, the fat with
the breast, it shall he bring, that the breast may be waved for a wave offering
before the LORD.

With his own hands: in our own person, each of us for ourselves...

And the priest shall burn the fat upon the altar: but the breast shall be Aaron’s
and his sons’.

Fat: every deep-seated desire, every inward affection. The breast speaks
oflove (Rom 5:8; Gal 2:20).

And the right shoulder shall ye give unto the priest for an heave offering of the
sacrifices of your peace offerings.

The shoulder, power and strength (Jn 10:27-30). (On the high priest’s
shoulders, and on his breastplate, were emblazoned the names of the 12
tribes...)



33]

34]

35]

36]

37]

38]

He among the sons of Aaron, that offereth the blood of the peace offerings, and
the fat, shall have the right shoulder for Ais part.

For the wave breast and the heave shoulder have I taken of the children of Israel
from off the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them unto Aaron
the priest and unto his sons by a statute for ever from among the children of
Israel.

This is the portion of the anointing of Aaron, and of the anointing of his sons,
out of the offerings of the LORD made by fire, in the day when he presented
them to minister unto the LORD in the priest’s office;

Literally, “This is the anointing of Aaron...”; this is what is involved in
the anointing.

Which the LORD commanded to be given them of the children of Israel, in the
day that he anointed them, by a statute for ever throughout their generations.

None of these sacrifices were an end in themselves. The OT saint was
saved by faith just as we are (Cf. Ps4:5;50:12-15;51:19). Butnever as
adull routine or polluted (Mal 1:7-14). All theserituals demanded amore
perfect antitype: Christ (Heb 9:28).

This is the law of the burnt offering, of the meat offering, and of the sin offering,
and of'the trespass offering, and of the consecrations, and of the sacrifice of the
peace offerings;

Which the LORD commanded Moses in mount Sinai, in the day that he
commanded the children of Israel to offer their oblations unto the LORD, in the
wilderness of Sinai.

Addenda:

The Location of Golgotha

And he shall kill it on the side of the altar northward before the LORD: and
the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle his blood round about upon the
altar.

Leviticus 1:11

He made his grave with the wicked [plural], and with the rich [singular] in
his death;
Isaiah 53:9

“A rich man, one of the most honorable and esteemed in Jerusalem, a
member of the Sanhedrin, and a disciple, unexpectedly appears at



Calvary. This was Joseph of Arimathea, without exception the most
singularly noble character introduced to us in the Gospels. This richman
had been driven into concealment by the plots formed against him by the
Jews, on account of his defending Jesus in the Sanhedrin openly (Luke
23:51).”

John 19:38: ““...being a disciple”: “kekpuupévog d¢ S tov GpoBov TV
"Loudalwr” not “secretly,” for it is not kekpuppévwé but “secreted,” or
forced to hide, by reason of their plots.

Where was the tomb?

Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the
garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.
John 19:41

“The very spot that criminals were put to death was the where Joseph’s
new tomb was hewn out of arock! The stony sides of the tomb—the new
tomb—*the clean place,” where Jesus was laid—were part of the
malefactor’s hill. His dead body is “with the rich man and with the
wicked” inthe hour of His death! His grave is the property of arich man;
and yet the rocks which form the partition between His tomb and that of
the other Calvary malefactors, are themselves part of Golgotha.”

— notes excerpted from Andrew Bonar’s
commentary on Leviticus published in 1846.!

General Charles George Gordon, a distinguished British general, was
commissioned a second lieutenant in 1852. He discovered the area,

originally derisively called “Gordon’s Calvary,” is now known as “The
GardenTomb,” in 1883.

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1) Listand discuss the various categories of offerings, their function,
and significations.

2)  Which are the offerings offered outside the camp? Why?

3) Why was the fire in the brazen altar continual?



4) What is the potential implications of the burnt offering being
northward of the camp? (Lev 1:11).

5)  What are the rare occasions that leavened bread is used as an
offering? What is the significance?

6) How was the “skin” a form of rebuttal against a works religion?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)
1) “Fellowship” is actually a business partnership term. Discuss the
role of a fiduciary in society in general, and among believers in

particular.

2) The term “accept” = 1u7 dashen, also means “take away ashes.”
Discuss this apparent “pun” in terms of Levitical symbolism.

3) Discuss the various incidences of the “third day” in Scripture and
their potential significance(s).

4)  Whatare the dangers which can come from administering the Lord’s
Supper?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

List 12 evidences from the Biblical text that seem to support the Garden
Tomb as the actual tomb of Jesus. (Notadoctrinal issue, but impressive.)

Preparation for Next Session:
Study Chapters 8, 9 and 10 for next time.

Notes:

1. Bonar, footnote, p.116-117.



Session 6
Leviticus 8, 9, & 10
The Priesthood

Review

We begin a new section concerning the priests. A priest is one who
represents man before God. He is the opposite of a prophet: A prophet
speaks for God to man. Jesus is, of course, both.

We leave the brazen altar now and turn to the brazen laver. This section
will yield a great deal of insight into what is called consecration in our
churches.

We are judicially washed by His blood; but we are sanctified by the
washing of the water (Eph 5:26).

The Book of Leviticus was really written for the Levites. It was God’s
intention to make the entire nation of Israel a kingdom of priests (Ex 19:6).
The sin in the matter of the golden calf prevented this. Instead, only one
tribe was taken, the tribe of Levi. (I believe the nation of Isracl will achieve
their destiny after the Church is gone.)

The Churchtoday isapriesthood, and Christ is the great High Priest (Heb
8:1;1Pet2:9;Rev 5:10; 1:6).

We can’treally appreciate the role of the priests until we understand the
architecture of the Tabernacle and the Temple which was patterned after
it(Cf. Heb4:14;8:1,2;9:11,23,24).

Leviticus 8

The calling, cleansing, and clothing of the priests.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and
a bullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread;
And gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation.

And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the assembly was gathered
together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.



“Commanded”: 12X in this chapter. The clincherisv.36: “So Aaronand
his sons did all things which the Lord commanded by the hand of
Moses.”

And Moses said unto the congregation, This is the thing which the LORD
commanded to be done.
And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water.

The laver was for washing. Itrepresents the Word of God (Cf. Eph 5:26;
Titus 3:5;Heb 10:22;Jn 13:10; 1 Jn 1:9).

Now we wash in it. Later, in heaven, we will stand on it (the glassy sea,
Rev4:6,10;15:2)!

[ believe this is one of the deliberate “puns” by the Holy Spirit. There
are over 200 different kinds of thetorical devices used in the Bible; they
are catalogued in Appendix A of Cosmic Codes.]

The Clothing of the High Priest

7]

And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him
with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious
girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith.

There were eight articles of clothing worn by the High Priest: four were
worn by all the priests; four were unique to him. The common items were
the coat, the girdle, the mitre, turban or bonnet; and the breeches. All
were of white linen, speaking of righteousness. These are described in
detail in Exodus 28.

All believers are clothed in the righteousness of Christ. (Remember the
unwelcome wedding guest of Mt 22:1-141)

And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim
and the Thummim.

The breastplate is also described in Exodus 28. The 12 precious stones
echothe Eden (of Ezek 28:13),and will have areprise in the New Jerusalem
(Rev 21:19, 20). Each of the 12 stones also had one of the 12 tribes
engraved on them. He also wore onyx stone on his shoulders, each with
six of the 12 tribes engraved on them. Thus, the High Priest carried the
nation of Israel on his shoulder and his heart, speaking of strength and
love. (Onyx is first mentioned in Gen 2:12; Cf. Ex28:9.)



The Urim and the Thummim

These were placed “in,” or behind, the breastplate. The breastplate was
somade as to form a pouch (Ex 28:16) and in it were placed the Urim and
Thummim (Ex28:30).

Urim: “lights”
Thummim: “perfections”

(Cf. Ex28:30;Lev 8:8; Deut33:8; Ezra2:63; Neh 7:65.)

FromNum?27:21; 1 Sam 14:41;28:6;and Ezra2:63, and parallels, itis clear

that they were used for discovering God’s will. (1 Samuel 28:6 indicates

that sometimes a definite answer was not always obtainable. Or perhaps

Saul received a series of contradictory answers to his series of ques!|
tions. Cf. 1 Sam23:10-12.)

There are many conjectures in the literature, but no one really knows
what these mysterious elements were. It is interesting that Moses
apparently needed no description of them. In Exodus 28:30, juin-5x is “on,
unto, against” not “in” as is commonly translated.

There are some that infer that they were results of the refractions on the
breastplate of the light(s) from the golden lampstand.!

Psalm 19?

The law of the LORD is perfect [perfections?], converting the soul: the
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the
LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is
pure, enlightening [lights?] the eyes.

Psalm 19:7, 8

They did not exist after the return from the Babylonian exile.

And he put the mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, even upon his forefront,
did he put the golden plate, the holy crown; as the LORD commanded Moses.

The golden crown to be worn on the mitre of the High Priest in the coming
Temple can be seen when you visit the Temple Institute in Jerusalem.



The Consecration of the High Priest

10] And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was
therein, and sanctified them.

First they were sprinkled with blood (Heb 9:21); now they are sprinkled
with oil (Holy Spirit). The oil speaks of sanctification.

11] And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and
all his vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them.
12] And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to
sanctify him.
He wasn’t sprinkled; he was anointed.
Itis like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran downupon the beard,

even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;
Psalm 133:2

So Christ, at His baptism, “without measure” (Jn 3:34).
Oil was poured on Aaron before the priests had the blood applied to them.

Our High Priest needed no offering for sin. We do; He did not.
Hebrews 1:9

Clothing of the Priests

13] And Moses brought Aaron’s sons, and put coats upon them, and girded them
with girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the LORD commanded Moses.
{put bonnets: Heb. bound bonnets}

All done according to the commandment of the Lord; in detail.

Cleansing of the Priests and Aaron

14] Andhe brought the bullock for the sin offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their
hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin offering.

(Four sons; two will shortly get into serious trouble.)

15] And he slew it; and Moses took the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar
round about with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the
bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it.



16] And he took all the fat that was upon the inwards, and the caul above the liver,

17

22]

23]

24]

—

and the two kidneys, and their fat, and Moses burned it upon the altar.
But the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire without
the camp; as the LORD commanded Moses.

This ritual is meaningless until we understand the spiritual lesson. They
follow the ritual of the sin offering with the exception that the blood is
put on the horns of the brazen altar rather than on the golden altar. Even
the altar which is used for bloody sacrifices must be dedicated with
blood.

There is no merit to the wood of the cross. The merit is entirely in the
One who shed His blood for us there.

And he brought the ram for the burnt offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their
hands upon the head of the ram.

And he killed it; and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.
And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head, and the pieces, and
the fat.

And he washed the inwards and the legs in water; and Moses burnt the whole
ram upon the altar: it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour, and an offering
made by fire unto the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses.

They now go through the ritual of the burnt offering, following the sin
offering. The sin question must be dealt with first. The sin offering
represents what Christ did for us on the cross. The burnt offering
represents who He is. You canneverreally know Him until you first come
to Him to save you and you accept Him as your substitute for sin.

And he brought the other ram, the ram of consecration: and Aaron and his sons
laid their hands upon the head of the ram.

And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the tip of
Aaron’s right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe
of his right foot.

And he brought Aaron’s sons, and Moses put of the blood upon the tip of their
right ear, and upon the thumbs of their right hands, and upon the great toes of
their right feet: and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about.

The ram of consecration was actually a trespass offering. No peace
offerings were made: the priests were already in the sanctuary, the place
of fellowship and communion (koinonia). The blood-tipped ear sym! |
bolizes the ear that will hear the voice of God; the hand, service; the foot,
the walk. Each must be sanctified for service, totally presented to God.



25]

26]

27]

28]

29]

30]

34]

35]

36]

And he took the fat, and the rump, and all the fat that was upon the inwards,
and the caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and the right
shoulder:

And out of the basket of unleavened bread, that was before the LORD, he took
one unleavened cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and one wafer, and put them on
the fat, and upon the right shoulder:

And he put all upon Aaron’s hands, and upon his sons’ hands, and waved them
for a wave offering before the LORD.

And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on the altar upon
the burnt offering: they were consecrations for a sweet savour: it is an offering
made by fire unto the LORD.

And Moses took the breast, and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD:
for of the ram of consecration it was Moses’ part; as the LORD commanded
Moses.

They took parts from all the offerings and put them together into the
hands of the priests. Total commitment.

And Moses took of the anointing oil, and of the blood which was upon the altar,
and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and
upon his sons’ garments with him; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments, and
his sons, and his sons’ garments with him.

Blood is for the forgiveness of sins, the work of Christ. The oil is for the
anointing of the Spirit of God. (The instructions for this were given in
Exodus29:21.)

And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil the flesh at the door of the
tabernacle ofthe congregation: and there eat it with the bread that is in the basket
of consecrations, as I commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it.
And that which remaineth of the flesh and of the bread shall ye burn with fire.
Andye shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation in seven
days, until the days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall he
consecrate you.

As he hath done this day, so the LORD hath commanded to do, to make an
atonement for you.

Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day
and night seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, that ye die not: for so
I'am commanded.

So Aaron and his sons did all things which the LORD commanded by the hand
of Moses.

This is the final clincher...



10]

11]

Leviticus 9

Aaron begins his service: the sin offering; the burnt offering; the meal
and peace offerings. The glory of God appears.

The Hebrew word for “consecration” literally means, “to fill the hand.”
We need to come with empty hands. He will determine what is needed...

In this chapter, it is the office of Jesus, not His character that is in view.

And it came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and his sons,
and the elders of Israel;

8t = 1% day of the week. Four sons as witnesses (four Gospels?).

And he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young calf for a sin offering, and a ram for
a burnt offering, without blemish, and offer them before the LORD.

And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye a kid of the
goats for a sin offering; and a calf and a lamb, both of the first year, without
blemish, for a burnt offering;

Also abullock and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD; and
a meat offering mingled with oil: for to day the LORD will appear unto you.
And they brought that which Moses commanded before the tabernacle of the
congregation: and all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD.
And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commanded that ye should
do: and the glory of the LORD shall appear unto you.

And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, and offer thy sin offering, and
thy burnt offering, and make an atonement for thyself, and for the people: and
offer the offering of the people, and make an atonement for them; as the LORD
commanded.

Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and slew the calf of the sin offering, which
was for himself.

And the sons of Aaron brought the blood unto him: and he dipped his finger in
the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar, and poured out the blood at
the bottom of the altar:

But the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver of the sin offering, he
burnt upon the altar; as the LORD commanded Moses.

And the flesh and the hide he burnt with fire without the camp.

The sin offering was made first. The sin question has to be settled first.
Eph1:7.



Aaron Offers the Burnt Offering

12]
13]
14]
15]

16]

And he slew the burnt offering; and Aaron’s sons presented unto him the blood,
which he sprinkled round about upon the altar.

And they presented the burnt offering unto him, with the pieces thereof, and
the head: and he burnt them upon the altar.

Andhe did wash the inwards and the legs, and burnt them upon the burnt offering
on the altar.

And he brought the people’s offering, and took the goat, which was the sin
offering for the people, and slew it, and offered it for sin, as the first.

And he brought the burnt offering, and offered it according to the manner.
{manner: or, ordinance}

The Meal and Peace Offerings

17]

18]

And he brought the meat offering, and took an handful thereof, and burnt itupon
the altar, beside the burnt sacrifice of the morning. {took...: Heb. filled his hand
out of it}

He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings, which
was for the people: and Aaron’s sons presented unto him the blood, which he
sprinkled upon the altar round about,

And the fat of the bullock and of the ram, the rump, and that which covereth
the inwards, and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver:

And they put the fat upon the breasts, and he burnt the fat upon the altar:
And the breasts and the right shoulder Aaron waved for a wave offering before
the LORD; as Moses commanded.

The Glory of God Appears

22]

23]

24]

And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed them, and came
down from offering of the sin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace
offerings.

And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came
out, and blessed the people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the
people.

All is complete now. And the Shekinah appears to all the people! Praise
His Name. Christ, too, has now entered the Holy Place, in heaven itself,
to appear there for you and me today...

And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar

the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and
fell on their faces.

Wow!



[This is apparently what happened with offerings in the days of Adam
and Eve; that’s how Cain and Abel could determine God’s “respect” of
their offerings (Gen4:4, 5; Heb 11:4). The very Hebrew term “accept” =
1w dashen, “take away ashes.”]

Leviticus 10
Nadab and Abihu

A change of pace: a narrative.

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and
put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the
LORD, which he commanded them not.

The presumption of Nadab and Abihu is frightening in light of the
teaching a Sinai:

And let the priests also, which come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves,
lest the LORD break forth upon them.
Exodus 19:22

The Lord was also very specific about the formula for the incense to be
used:

And the LORD said unto Moses, Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte, and
onycha, and galbanum;, these sweet spices with pure frankincense: of each
shall there be a like weight: And thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection
after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, pure and holy: {tem!
pered...: Heb. salted} And thou shalt beat some of it very small, and put of
it before the testimony in the tabernacle of the congregation, where I will
meet with thee: it shall be unto you most holy. And as for the perfume which
thou shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves according to the
composition thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the LORD. Whosoever
shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his

people.
Exodus 30:34-38

Our God is holy. He means what He says; and He says what He means.
Here we have Nadab and Abihu. Inthe New Testament we have Ananias
and Sapphira (Acts 5). There is a warning in Hebrews 12:25:



Seethatyerefusenot him that speaketh. For ifthey escaped not who refused
him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away
from him that speaketh from heaven:

Hebrews 12:25

And there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died
before the LORD.

Our God is a consuming fire (Heb 12:29; Cf. 2 Cor 5:11).

What had they specifically done? They probably did not light the censer
of'incense from the coals from off the altar, which had come down from
heaven. This is what was specified (Lev 16:12).

They may have been out of step with God’s timing. The ritual for the day
had been completed. They should have consulted with Aaron on the
matter. They may have intruded beyond the veil (Lev 16:1,2). They may
have been wrong in the manner, the time and place... God is specific.
Cf. 1 Cor 11:30! I don’t believe they lost their salvation; but they were
taken out of the game.

Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be
sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified.
And Aaron held his peace.

I imagine so!

And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron,
and said unto them, Come near, carry your brethren from before the sanctuary
out of the camp.

Cousins.

So they went near, and carried them in their coats out of the camp; as Moses
had said.

I’m sure they had everyone’s attention...

And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons,
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath
come upon all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail
the burning which the LORD hath kindled.

And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, lest
ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did according
to the word of Moses.



10]
11]

12]

13]

14]

15]

16]

17]

18]

19]

20]

A restriction is placed on Aaron and his two sons: they were to represent
the people, and not to mourn outwardly... They were not to contradict
the action of God in judging their loved ones.

And the LORD spake unto Aaron, saying,

Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go
into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever
throughout your generations:

(It may be that alcohol may also have been a factor with Nadab and
Abihu; Cf.Eph5:18.)

And that ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean
and clean;

And that ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD
hath spoken unto them by the hand of Moses.

And Moses spake unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons that
were left, Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offerings of the LORD
made by fire, and eat it without leaven beside the altar: for it is most holy:
And ye shall eat it in the holy place, because it is thy due, and thy sons’ due,
of the sacrifices of the LORD made by fire: for so I am commanded.

And the wave breast and heave shoulder shall ye eat in a clean place; thou, and
thy sons, and thy daughters with thee: for they be thy due, and thy sons’ due,
which are given out of the sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of Israel.
The heave shoulder and the wave breast shall they bring with the offerings made
by fire of the fat, to wave it for a wave offering before the LORD; and it shall
be thine, and thy sons’ with thee, by a statute for ever; as the LORD hath
commanded.

And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offering, and, behold, it was
burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron which were
left alive, saying,

Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering in the holy place, seeing it is most
holy, and God hath given it you to bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make
atonement for them before the LORD?

Behold, the blood of it was not brought in within the holy place: ye should indeed
have eaten it in the holy place, as I commanded.

Here is another tragic incident with action contrary to the will of God, but
these are sins of omission; it was not a deliberate and willful sin as that
of their two dead brothers.

And Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day have they offered their sin
offering and their burnt offering before the LORD; and such things have befallen
me: and if I had eaten the sin offering to day, should it have been accepted in
the sight of the LORD?

And when Moses heard that, he was content.



Aaron probably felt like resigning... If God struck today as He struck
Nadab and Abihu, or Ananias and Sapphira, many church members
would be casualties!

When we come to God, we must come on His terms. We don’t make the
rules. He does. Jesus Christ says that no man come to the Father but by
Him (John 14:6).

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

)

2)

3)

List examples where oil is used for anointing. What does it
represent?

Review question: list the various types of offerings and their
distinctives.

List the various appearances of the Shekinah in both the Old and
New Testaments.

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

)

2)

What does this session teach about the holiness of God? What are
the implications for the Christian?

Compare and contrast the events of Nadab and Abihu with Ananias
and Saphira.

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

)

2)

Try to reconcile the semiprecious stones listed in the breastplate
with similar mentions throughout the Bible, particularly in the
Edenic description of Ezek 28, and the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21).

Explore the various conjectures about the Urim and Thumim in any
references available.



Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters 11 and 12.

Notes:

1. Cf. Josephus, Antiquities, I11. viii. 9.

Session 7
Leviticus 11 & 12
Cleanliness & Hygiene

Going gray?

To prevent the hair from turning gray, anoint it with the blood of a black
calf which has been boiled in oil, or with the fat of a rattlesnake.
Papyrus Ebers, 1552 B.c.!
Losing hair?

When it falls out, one remedy is to apply a mixture of six fats, namely those
of the horse, the hippopotamus, the crocodile, the cat, the snake, and the
ibex. To strengthen it, anoint with the tooth of a donkey crushed in honey.’

(A special hair dressing the Egyptian Queen Schesch consisted of equal
parts of a heel of an Abyssinian greyhound, date blossoms, and asses’
hoofs, boiled in oil. This choice preparation was intended to make the
royal hair grow.)

Embedded splinters were treated with worms’ blood and asses’ dung.
(Since dung is loaded with tetanus spores, it is little wonder that lockjaw
took a heavy toll of splinter cases!)

The properly outfitted supply cabinet advised by Papyrus Ebers would
include “lizards’ blood, swines’ teeth, putrid meat, stinking fat, moisture
frompig’s ears, milk goose grease, asses’ hoofs, animal fats from various
sources, excreta from animals, including human beings, donkeys, ante!( |
lopes, dogs, cats, and even flies.”

At the time this medical treatise was written, Moses was born in Egypt.
And the Scripture tells us that “Moses was learned in all the wisdom of
the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds” (Acts 7:22).



He would be well acquainted in what was the medical wisdom ofthe time.
However, when Moses led the great company of Israelites out of Egypt,
the Lord gave him a most remarkable promise for the new nation:

And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God,
and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases
upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD
that healeth thee.

Exodus 15:26

It is astonishing that Moses did not incorporate a single current medical
misconception into the inspired instructions recorded in the Torah!

The instructions in the Torah anticipate modern hygienic discoveries,

the avoidance of cervical cancer in circumcision, the isolation of contal |
gious diseases, the modern hygienic issues, all on the long list of
provocative anticipations of discoveries made 4,000 years later...

Inthis next section of Leviticus we encounter aradical change in subject:
we will switch from the priests to the people; from offerings to God to
food for man; from worship before God to the walk in this world.

Today we make a false distinction between the sacred and the secular.
Everything in our lives can be done to the glory of God. Could the God
of this vast universe be concerned with what His creatures have for
dinner?

When we purchase a piece of complex equipment, we consult the
instructions provided by the manufacturer for the “care and feeding” of
his product. Our Designer has also provided us some guidelines that
deserve ourattention. (In fact, He, too, has a “24-hour hotline” to consult
for any special problems!)

When the plague was desolating Europe—one out of four was stricken—
the Jews so universally escaped infection that, this their exemption, the
popular suspicion was excited into fury, and they were accused of causing
the fearful mortality among the Gentile neighbors by poisoning wells and
springs.”



Leviticus 11

And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying unto them,
Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the beasts which ye shall
eat among all the beasts that are on the earth.

Godmakestherules. God draws astrictline of demarcation between light
and darkness, right and wrong, and clean and unclean. These were not
unique to Mosaic laws: Noah recognized these divisions. We believe
they actually date back to the Garden of Eden...

We, however, today, have no command concerning clean and unclean
animals for food. Cf. Acts 10:11-15: “Don’t you call unclean what God
has called clean.” God makes the rules.

For Israel, the distinction between clean and unclean animals was part
of God’s plan to keep them separate from all nations.

Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud, among
the beasts, that shall ye eat.

This was the rule to be followed to determine the animals to be eaten. This
is repeated in Deuteronomy 14:6. The distinction between clean and
unclean is sharply drawn and does not follow any biological division;
but a health factor was involved.

The animals that were forbidden to be eaten were largely unclean feeders
and more liable to disease.

One of the greatest discoveries of modern science is the fact that a large
number of diseases to which animals are liable are due to the presence of
low forms of parasitic life. To such diseases those which are unclean in
their feeding will be especially exposed, while none will perhaps be found
wholly exempt. Another discovery of recent times which has a no less
important bearing on the question raised by this chapter is the now
ascertained fact that many of these parasitic diseases are common to both
animals and men, and may be communicated from the former to the latter.”

Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that
divide the hoof: as the camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the
hoof; he is unclean unto you.

It is interesting that “to meditate” is a figurative expression of a cow
chewing the cud (Ps 1:2).



The parting of the hoof speaks of the walk of the believer in separation.
(Eph4:1;5:2,15).

And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is
unclean unto you.

And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean
unto you.

And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth
not the cud; he is unclean to you.

Of their flesh shall ye not eat, and their carcase shall ye not touch; they are
unclean to you.

This list of unclean animals. Carnivorous animals have been excluded.
Only vegetable-cating animals chew the cud.

Fish

9]

10]

11]

12]

These shall ye eat of all that are in the waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales
in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat.

And all that have not fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all that move
in the waters, and of any living thing which is in the waters, they shall be an
abomination unto you:

They shall be even an abomination unto you; ye shall not eat of their flesh, but
ye shall have their carcases in abomination.

Whatsoever hath no fins nor scales in the waters, that shall be an abomination
unto you.

Again, a sharp line is drawn: the clean fish had two visible characteris! |
tics: fins and scales. Crawling creatures in the water were forbidden.
Fishermen would bring in their fish on the Sabbath Day (Neh 13:16-22).

Flying Creatures

13]

14]

And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they
shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the
osprey,

The ossifrage is a sea-cagle; the osprey is the fish-hawk.

And the vulture, and the kite after his kind;

The vulture and the kite are known as familiarly as the eagle and raven.
These are the birds of the air.



15] Every raven after his kind,;
16] And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind,

These are the birds of the earth. The “owl1” is the ostrich. Thenighthawk
is a species of owl known in Syria: very ravenous, known to attack
infants. The cuckoo is probably the sea-swallow or sea-gull.

17] And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,
The great owl is the bittern.
18] And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle,

The swan: the “purple-bird” (Porphyrio hyacinthinus). The gier-eagle
can be extremely aggressive, seizing fish or winged fowl.

19] And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat.

The stork feeds on lizards, frogs, serpents, and other living things. The
heron can also be angry and irritable, watching for its prey. The lapwing
has beautiful feathers but filthy in its habits.

On the birds there were no visible markers, but the unclean birds were
unclean feeders: they fed on dead carcasses of animals, fish, and other
fowl.

The specific list reveals that the Mosaic system was intended for the
nation Israel and their particular geography. The lesson for us today is
that we must make decisions about our conduct and our profession.
(Elijah was fed by the ravens: dirty birds. He didn’t eat the ravens, but
they fed him.)

Creeping Creatures

20] All fowls that creep, going upon all four, shall be an abomination unto you.

21] Yet these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon al// four,
which have legs above their feet, to leap withal upon the earth;

22] Even these of them ye may eat; the locust after his kind, and the bald locust after
his kind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind.

There were apparently four species of locusts, and (although they don’t
appeal to me) they were not ceremonially unclean. John the Baptist had
a diet of locusts and wild honey.



23]

Butall other flying creeping things, which have four feet, shall be an abomination
unto you.

With the exception of the first four, all insects are unclean.

Contact with Carcasses

24]
25]

26]

26]

27]

28]

32]

And for these ye shall be unclean: whosoever toucheth the carcase of them shall
be unclean until the even.

And whosoever beareth ought of the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and
be unclean until the even.

The carcases of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted,
nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall
be unclean.

The carcases of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted,
nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall
be unclean.

And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on
all four, those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcase shall be
unclean until the even.

And he that beareth the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean
until the even: they are unclean unto you.

There is an important principle set before us here: Cleanness or holiness

is not transferred by contact. Uncleanness and unholiness are trans! |
ferred by contact. It is impossible to bring holiness out of the unholy.

But the unclean can affect the clean. An unrighteous man cannot

produce righteous works which are acceptable to God. You cannotbring

righteousness out of unrighteousness.

A boy with measles is never cured by contact with a boy who is well.
A Christian cannot mingle with the world and play with sin without
becoming contaminated.

These also shall be unclean unto you among the creeping things that creep upon
the earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise after his kind,

And the ferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and the snail, and the mole.
These are unclean to you among all that creep: whosoever doth touch them,
when they be dead, shall be unclean until the even.

These creatures live on the ground or under the ground.

And upon whatsoever any of them, when they are dead, doth fall, it shall be
unclean; whether it be any vessel of wood, or raiment, or skin, or sack,
whatsoever vessel it be, wherein any work is done, it must be put into water,
and it shall be unclean until the even; so it shall be cleansed.



33]
34]

35]

36]

37]

38]

Andevery earthen vessel, whereinto any of them falleth, whatsoever is in it shall
be unclean; and ye shall break it.

Of all meat which may be eaten, that on which such water cometh shall be
unclean: and all drink that may be drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean.
And every thing whereupon any part of their carcase falleth shall be unclean;
whether it be oven, or ranges for pots, they shall be broken down: for they are
unclean, and shall be unclean unto you.

Nevertheless a fountain or pit, wherein there is plenty of water, shall be clean:
but that which toucheth their carcase shall be unclean.

God taught His people cleanliness in the preparation of good.
Our Lord Jesus Christ is the fountain of living water (Jn 4:14; 7:37-38).

And if any part of their carcase fall upon any sowing seed which is to be sown,
it shall be clean.

Now we leave the kitchen and go out into the field. Dry seed that was
to be sown could not be contaminated.

But if any water be put upon the seed, and any part of their carcase fall thereon,
it shall be unclean unto you.

Contact with Carcasses of Clean Animals

39]

40]

41]

42]

43]

44]

45]

And if any beast, of which ye may eat, die; he that toucheth the carcase thereof
shall be unclean until the even.

And he that eateth of the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until
the even: he also that beareth the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, and be
unclean until the even.

And every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth shall be an abomination;
it shall not be eaten.

Whatsoever goeth upon the belly, and whatsoever goeth upon al/l four, or
whatsoever hath more feet among all creeping things that creep upon the earth,
them ye shall not eat; for they are an abomination.

Ye shall not make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing that creepeth,
neither shall ye make yourselves unclean with them, that ye should be defiled
thereby.

Everything that crept on the earth or that went on its belly was unclean.

For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye
shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner
of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
For I am the LORD that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your
God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.



46]

47]

All creeping things were unclean as representatives of the fall of man:
when the serpent was cursed and made to crawl on its belly...

This is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature that
moveth in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth:

To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast
that may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.

Holiness in little things is essential. The acid test of any life of any of
God’s peopleis this. God says, “I am you Lord. Iam holy. Be ye holy.”

Youmust make the decision whether you are going to walk with God and
for God in this contaminated world. This the lesson for us from this
chapter of the clean and unclean.

Leviticus 12
Original Sin Transmitted

Our Great Physician is a specialistinaall fields. The previous chapter was
about dietetics and pediatrics. This chapter deals with obstetrics.

The previous chapter sin by contact; the external character of sin was
emphasized. This chapter deals with the internal nature of sin. Itisa
genetic defect we inherit

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity,; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Psalm 51:5

The doctrine of the total depravity of man is widely totally rejected, and
yet we see it demonstrated every day.

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Romans 5:12

That sweet, cuddly baby, that we so love to admire, is a sinner; brought
into the world by a mother and a father who both are sinners, too.

Is a baby who dies in infancy lost because he is a sinner? No. In Adam
all die, and that’s the reason the little one died. But we believe that those
that die before the age of accountability are saved.



Cf.2 Samuel 12:23 (David will join his dead son); Rom 7:9 (When was Paul
“alive without the law,” “before the commandment came”?).

Bold infidelity, turn pale and die,
Beneath this stone four infants’ ashes lie;

Say are they lost or saved,
If death’s by sin, they sinned for they lic here;
If Heaven’s by works, in Heaven they can’t appear.

Reason—Ah, how depraved.
Reverse the Bible’s sacred page, the knot’s untied.
They died, for Adam sinned; they live, for Jesus died.

—Robert Robertson®

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and
born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days
of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

The mother is unclean because she has brought a sinner into the world.
Eve probably thought she had brought the Savior into the world when
Cain was born, but she had brought into the world the first murderer. This
Levitical ritual is to remind women that they were bringing into the world
the same kind of baby Eve had brought into the world. They cannot do
good. They can only sin.

Adam was a “son of God” (Lk 3:38). This term is for a direct creation of
God; it is also used of angels. You and I are “sons of Adam,” not “sons
of God.” Itis only through being “born again” that we become the “Sons
of God” (In1:11,12).

And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

Each male child was born a son of Adam, an Israclite, yet was not
included in the covenant until the baby was circumcised. Cf. Romans
9:6, 7. It is interesting that modern medical science has discovered that
anewborn baby has peculiar susceptibility to bleeding between the 2"
and 5™ days of life. Hemorrhages at this time can be critical and may even
produce serious damage to internal organs, especially to the brain, and
cause death from shock and exsanguination.” ~An important blood[’
clotting element, vitamin K, is not formed in the normal amount until the
5"to the 7" day. The first safe day to perform circumcision would be the
8t day.



A second element which is also necessary for the normal clotting of
blood is prothrombin which is minimal in the first few days of the baby’s
life, but skyrockets to 110% of normal on the 8" day and then levels off
to 100%. An 8-day-old baby has more available prothrombin than on any
other day of its entire life. How did Moses know that this was the ideal
day for circumcision? By trial and error?! Cf. Gen 17:12.

And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days;
she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days
of her purifying be fulfilled.

She had two periods of uncleanness: 7+ 33 =40 days. She is simply being
reminded that she is still a sinner.

Some conjecture that 40 days may be specially reminiscent. It may have
been that Adam and Eve remained only 40 days unfallen. This 40 days
would thus be reminiscence ofthat only holy time on earth. The “Second
Adam” was 40 days on earth after His resurrection, recalling to mind
earth’s time of Paradise. If this be so, every “40” suggests the knell of
Paradise lost!®

But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her
separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and
six days.

The time is doubled for the cleansing of a female child. Some suspect
that the male child had the benefit of the covenant in his circumcision.
Othersremind us that “the woman was in the transgression” (1 Tim2:14).

And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter,
she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon,
or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, unto the priest:

Who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she
shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath
born a male or a female.

Childbearing didn’t save her. A burnt offering and a sin offering were
required.

And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two
young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering:
and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean.



Mary, too, followed this procedure (Lk 2:21-23. She, too, was a sinner;
she was not sinless. His birth didn’t save her; His death and resurrection
did, butonly by Her accepting Jesus as her own Savior. [Cf. 2 John, which
I believe was written to her.]

No offering was ever made for Jesus or by Jesus. He is the only sinless
one.

Their poverty was evident. Isaiah’s whisper comes to mind:

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money...
Isaiah 55:1
Next time: Leprosy and its timely lessons...

* k0 ok

Study Questions:
(For the diligent Student.)

1)  When were the distinctions between to “clean” and “unclean” first
instituted?

2) What is the implication of the distinction between “clean” and
“unclean” upon the parable of the “pearl of great price” in Matthew
13:45,46?

Discussion Questions:
(“Where two people agree, one is redundant.”)

1) What other examples of the absence of error undergirds our
confidence in the Scriptures?

2) Giveexamples offolklore posing as truth in our society today. Give
other examples of myths taken seriously in our society.

3) How does the distinctions between “clean” and “unclean” impact
the Christian today? Can a Christian enjoy a shrimp cocktail?

4)  What does the raven feeding Elijah say about the use of unclean
vessels?



5)  Give proofs of the “Total Depravity of Man” from today’s
experiences.

6) Can a clone be saved?

For Further Research:
(For the truly dedicated.)

1) Listexamples of hygiene in the Scriptures that anticipated modern
discoveries.

Preparation for Next Session:

Read Chapters 13, 14, & 15.

Notes:

1.

Naoankwbd

W.E. Massengill, 4 Sketch of Medicine and Pharmacy, Bristol, Tenn., S. E.
Massengill Co., 1943, p.16 (q.v. S.I. McMillen, None of These Diseases,
Fleming H. Rfevell Co., Old Tappan, NJ 1963).

1bid.

1bid.

S. H. Kellogg, The Book of Leviticus, p. 303.

Ibid., p.301.

J. V. McGee, Leviticus, vol 1, p.140.

L. Emmett Holt, Jr., and Rustin Mclntosh, Holt Pediatrics, 12" edition,
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1953, pp.125-126.

Bonar, Leviticus, p.236.

Session 8
Leviticus 13, 14, & 15
Leprosy & Diseases

For many hundreds of years the dreaded disease leprosy killed count! |
less millions of people in Europe. George Rosen summarizes:

Leprosy cast the greatest blight that threw its shadow over the daily life of
medieval humanity. Fear of all other diseases taken together can hardly
be compared to the terror spread by leprosy. Not even the Black Death in
the 14" century or the appearance of syphilis toward the end of the fifteenth



century produced a similar state of fright. . . . Early in the Middle Ages,
during the 6" and 7" centuries, it began to spread more widely in Europe
and became a serious social and health problem. It was endemic
particularly among the poor and reached a terrifying peak in the 13" and
14" centuries.!

Another plague that made the Dark Ages really dark was the Black Death.
In the 14" century alone, this killer took the lives of one out of four
persons, an estimated total of 60 million! It was the greatest disaster ever
recorded in human history:

Sweeping everything before it, this plague brought panic and confusion in
its train. . . The dead were hurled pell-mell into huge pits, hastily dug for
the purpose, and putrefying bodies lay about everywhere in the houses and
streets. The sexton and the physician were cast into the same deep and wide
grave, the testor and his heirs and executors were hurled from the same
cart into the same hole together.

Whatbrought the major plagues of the Dark Ages under control? George
Rosen again gives us the answer:

Leadership was taken by the church, as the physicians had nothing to offer.
The church took as its guiding principle the concept of contagion as
embodiedin the Old Testament. . . This idea and its practical consequences
are defined with great clarity in the book of Leviticus. Once the condition
of leprosy had been established, the patient was to be segregated and
excluded from the community.

[Contrast the HIV procedures: “The Unnecessary Epidemic,” etc.]

Following the precepts laid down in Leviticus the church undertook the task
of combatting leprosy ... itaccomplished the first greatfeat. . inmethodical
eradication of disease.”

The procedures came from Leviticus 13:46. Other historians also credit
the Bible for the dawning of anew era in the effective control of disease:

The laws against leprosy in Leviticus 13 may be regarded as the first model
of a sanitary legislation.’

Itwasin 1873 that G. Armauer Hansen, Norwegian, discovered a bacillus
that was common in nearly all kinds of leprosy, so it is now known as
“Hansen’s disease.” However interesting this may all be historically,
that leaves us the question, is all this of practical significance for us
today?



Key Topic
However, the real topic here is the ultimate disease: Sin.

The hopelessness and filthiness of sin are dramatically portrayed here.
The leper that trudged down a hot, dusty road crying out, “Unclean!
Unclean!” was a reminder to the Israelite that he, too, was a moral leper
who needed supernatural cleansing.

Sin is exceedingly sinful.

There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there
any rest in my bones because of my sin. For mine iniquities are gone over
mine head.: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink
and are corrupt because of my foolishness... For my loins are filled with
a loathsome disease. and there is no soundness in my flesh... For I will
declare mine iniquity, I will be sorry for my sin.

Psalm 38:3-7, 18

From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores. they have not been closed,
neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.

Isaiah 1:6

But Christ has borne all these:

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chast